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	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Plan for the Sample Field Tests of the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California.


Background
In June 2016, the California Department of Education (CDE) provided the State Board of Education (SBE) with a Memorandum containing updated information on educator involvement activities that occurred after August 2015 for the development of the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC). The Memorandum may be found on the SBE June 2016 Information Memoranda Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/infomemojun2016.asp. 

In this Memorandum, the CDE is providing the SBE with an overview of a plan that will ensure that an appropriate and representative sample of students from diverse schools in California participate in the ELPAC Summative Assessment (SA) and Initial Assessment (IA) field tests (FTs). A pilot test of the ELPAC items was conducted in December 2015.
Sampling Plan
The goal of the ELPAC SA and IA sampling plan is to ensure that an appropriate and representative sample of students from diverse schools in California participate in the FTs. Schools that elect to participate in field testing are expected to participate in both the SA FT and the IA FT. Local educational agencies (LEAs) have been given a specific list of school sites. The testing burden on LEAs has been taken into account; therefore, although the SA FT will have four test forms, and the IA FT will have three test forms, each school site will be assigned only one test form and one grade or grade span during each FT.
The SA and IA testing windows are scheduled as follows:

· SA (March 6–April 14, 2017)

· IA (August 28–September 22, 2017)

The sample will include English only students, English learners, and fluent English proficient (FEP) students (i.e., initial fluent English proficient students and reclassified fluent English proficient students). Additionally, the plan will include students in kindergarten through grade twelve, inclusive of transitional kindergarten. Further specifics on the sampling plan are outlined in Attachment 1.

The CDE will provide the SBE with information on the results of the FT in a future Memorandum.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1:
Sampling Plan for the Field Tests of the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (7 pages)

Sampling Plan for the Field Tests of the

English Language Proficiency Assessments for California

1. Background and Overview

In partnership with Educational Testing Service (ETS) for the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) contract, the Sacramento County Office of Education will coordinate the recruitment for voluntary participation in the ELPAC Summative Assessment (SA) and Initial Assessment (IA) field tests (FTs).

The SA and IA testing windows are scheduled as follows:

· SA (March 6–April 14, 2017)

· IA (August 28–September 22, 2017)

The goal of the SA and IA recruitment process is to ensure that an appropriate and representative sample of students from diverse schools in California participate in the FT, and to provide each test administrator with face-to-face training. Schools that volunteer for the field testing are expected to participate in both the SA FT and the IA FT. Local educational agencies (LEAs) were given a specific list of school sites, and each school site was assigned a specific grade or grade span to test. Each LEA will also be given an assigned training location and seating allocation based on the number of schools administering the FT.

2. Sampling Plan

2.1. Sampling Overview

Both the SA FT and the IA FT will be administered to a sample of students. The SA FT data will be used for the dimensionality study, the common scale (vertical scale) analysis, and to support standard setting. The IA FT test data will be used for the creation of grade/grade span scales that are independent from the SA FT scales. After the IA FT, data will be collected to establish the relationship between the SA and IA FT scales. 

Table 1 (page 3) shows the target case counts for the SA FT. Four FT forms will be developed; there will be one form assigned to each school. The goal is to have 60,620 students participate with a range of 700–2,000 responses per unique item, depending on grade/grade span. Included in the sample are English only
 (EO) and fluent English proficient
 (FEP) students (i.e., initial fluent English proficient students and reclassified fluent English proficient students) whose ELPAC results will be used for standard setting. 

Table 2 (page 4) shows the target case counts for the IA FT. Three FT forms will be developed; there will be one form assigned to each school. The goal is to have 26,700 students participate with a range of 400–1,200 responses per unique item, depending on grade/grade span. Students who are eligible to take the ELPAC, as indicated by a home language survey (HLS), are considered the target population for the ELPAC IA. As with the SA FT, a small sample of students per grade/grade span not eligible to take the ELPAC as indicated by the HLS (i.e., EO students) will participate in the FT. 

Table 1: Target Case Counts for the SA FT

	Grade
	Horizontal Linking Forms
	Vertical Linking Forms
	Form 1 (Horizontal Linking)
	Form 2 (Horizontal Linking)
	Form 3* (Vertical Linking)
	Form 4* (Vertical Linking)
	Sample Size (English learner [EL] Students Only)
	Sample Size (EO and FEP Students Taking Horizontal 
Form 1)

	Transitional kindergarten (TK)
	4
	N/A
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	4000
	300

	Kindergarten (K)
	
	
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	4000
	300

	1
	2
	2
	2000
	2000
	2000
	2000
	8000
	600

	2
	2
	2
	2000
	2000
	2000
	2000
	8000
	600

	3
	2
	2
	700
	700
	700
	700
	2800
	170

	4
	
	
	700
	700
	700
	700
	2800
	170

	5
	
	
	700
	700
	700
	700
	2800
	170

	6
	2
	2
	700
	700
	700
	700
	2800
	170

	7
	
	
	700
	700
	700
	700
	2800
	170

	8
	
	
	700
	700
	700
	700
	2800
	170

	9
	2
	2
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	4000
	250

	10
	
	
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	4000
	250

	11
	2
	2
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	4000
	250

	12
	
	
	1000
	1000
	1000
	1000
	4000
	250

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	56,800
	3,820

	*Grade TK/K Form 3 and Form 4 contain no vertical linking items
	Total
	60,620


Table 2: Target Case Counts for the IA FT

	Grade
	Horizontal Linking Forms
	Form 1
	Form 2
	Form 3
	Sample Size (EL Students Only)
	Sample Size (EO Students) Taking Form 1

	TK
	3
	600
	600
	600
	1800
	250

	K
	
	600
	600
	600
	1800
	250

	1
	3
	1200
	1200
	1200
	3600
	500

	2
	3
	1200
	1200
	1200
	3600
	500

	3
	3
	400
	400
	400
	1200
	0

	4
	
	400
	400
	400
	1200
	0

	5
	
	400
	400
	400
	1200
	0

	6
	3
	400
	400
	400
	1200
	0

	7
	
	400
	400
	400
	1200
	0

	8
	
	400
	400
	400
	1200
	0

	9
	3
	600
	600
	600
	1800
	0

	10
	
	600
	600
	600
	1800
	0

	11
	3
	600
	600
	600
	1800
	0

	12
	
	600
	600
	600
	1800
	0

	Total
	
	
	
	
	25,200
	1,500

	
	
	
	
	
	26,700


2.2 Sampling Strategy

The goal for the ELPAC FT sample is to recruit students from schools that are geographically representative and diverse for California. The California English Language Development Test (CELDT) 2015–2016 individual score file is the basis for selecting the ELPAC sample schools. The CELDT individual level data was first aggregated to school level by ELPAC grade/grade span configurations. That is, school level EL enrollments were created at grades K, one, and two, and grade spans three through five, six through eight, nine and ten, and eleven and twelve. Based on the county codes in the CELDT data, schools are grouped into three locations: northern, central, and southern California. Geographically stratified random samples were selected from school level data to match the geographic composition of schools in northern, central, and southern California. Although CELDT data contains EL student enrollment information, it has limited school level demographic information. In order to understand the demographic composition of schools selected based on CELDT data, California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) school data, which contain demographic information on gender, ethnicity, home language and language acquisition status, as well as federal reporting categories, were used in evaluating the representativeness of the schools selected for the sample.
To be included in the FT sample, schools need to meet a minimum sampling threshold level of the number of ELs at the school and grade/grade span chosen. The minimum sampling threshold is defined as 30 ELs for grades K through five, and 60 ELs for grades six through twelve.  

In anticipation of sample attrition, we included approximately 20 percent additional schools in the recruitment FT sample. LEAs selected to participate in the FT will receive a recruitment packet that will identify selected school(s) and grade(s)/grade span(s) and number of students to be tested.

Each school in the recruitment sample will:

· Send a test examiner to administration and scoring training

· Administer the FT at a single grade/grade span with a single test form

· Test numbers of students as follows: 

· Schools testing grade K have been asked to test 15 EL TK and 15 EL K students for the SA FT, and 15 students for the IA FT who may be eligible for EL services.

· Schools testing at grades one or two have been asked to test 30 EL students for the SA FT, and 15 students for the IA FT who may be eligible for EL services.

· Schools testing grades three, four, or five have been asked to test 10 EL students at each grade within the grade span of the test, or 30 EL students total for the SA FT, and 15 students for the IA FT who may be eligible for EL services.
· Schools testing grades six, seven, or eight have been asked to test 20 EL students at each grade within the grade span of the test, or 60 EL students total for the SA FT, and 30 students for the IA FT who may be eligible for EL services.
· Schools testing grades nine, ten, eleven, or twelve have been asked to test 30 EL students at each grade within the grade span of the test, or 60 EL students total for the SA FT, and 30 students for the IA FT who may be eligible for EL services.
After LEAs agree to participate, ETS will randomly select students according to a formula that corresponds to the state’s student population, and provide the lists to the LEAs.

Table 3 shows the number of schools by grade included in the target sample and the recruitment sample and total number of participants (i.e., one per school) in the training. The numbers include a 20 percent overage for cancellation and attrition.

Table 3: Number of Schools/Participants by Grade/Grade Span in Target and Recruitment Samples
	
	Number of Schools/Training Participants

	Grade
	Target Sample
	Recruitment Sample

	TK/K
	267
	299

	1
	267
	300

	2
	267
	305

	3–5
	267
	308

	6–8
	134
	173

	9–10
	134
	172

	11–12
	134
	173

	TOTAL
	1,470
	1,730


Table 4 shows the number of schools and LEAs in the recruitment sample by area in California.

Table 4: Number of Schools/LEAs in Recruitment Sample by Area
	Area
	Number (%) of Schools in Sample
	Number (%) of LEAs in Sample

	North
	237 (14)
	87 (15)

	Central
	509 (29)
	199 (35)

	South
	984 (57)
	286 (50)

	Total
	1,730 (100)
	572 (100)


At the LEA level, the goal was for no more than four schools to participate in a given LEA with the exception that large school districts
 with more than 15 schools would contribute more than four schools to the sample. (The Los Angeles Unified School District [LAUSD] has been asked to administer the FT at 46 schools.) Of the 572 LEAs, only 49 LEAs are contributing more than four schools to the FT sample. 

Table 5 shows the demographic composition of the schools in the recruitment sample versus the schools in the state, per CALPADS data.
Table 5: Demographic Composition of ELPAC Sample Schools vs. All Schools Using CALPADS Data

	Demographic
	ELPAC FT

Sample

(%)
	All Schools 
(%)

	Gender
	 
	 

	Female
	49
	49

	Male
	51
	51

	Ethnicity
	
	

	American Indian
	0
	0

	Asian
	9
	9

	African American
	5
	6

	White
	18
	24

	Hispanic
	62
	54

	Pacific Islander
	0
	0

	Two or more races
	2
	3

	Federal Reporting Categories
	
	

	Students with disabilities
	11
	12

	Limited English Proficient (LEP)
	27
	21

	Economically disadvantaged
	67
	60

	Home language
	
	

	Spanish
	41.1
	33.7

	Vietnamese
	1.5
	1.3

	Chinese
	1.9
	1.8

	Hmong
	0.3
	0.3

	Arabic
	0.5
	0.5

	English Language Acquisition Status
	
	

	EL
	27
	21

	EO
	49
	57

	Initial Fluent English Proficient (IFEP)
	5
	5

	Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEP)
	19
	17


� EO students are defined as students who are not eligible to take the state English language proficiency (ELP) assessments as indicated by the home language survey (HLS).





� FEP students are defined as students who are eligible to take the state ELP assessments as indicated by the home language survey but were classified as proficient after taking the state initial or annual (summative) ELP assessment.


� LAUSD, the largest school LEA in California, is considered as six separate local districts. 
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