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	memorandum


	Date:
	June 1, 2015


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Update on the Stakeholder Meetings for the California Next Generation Science Standards Assessments Required by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.


Summary of Key Issues
The purpose of this memorandum is to advise members of the State Board of Education on the previous and current work being performed by the California Department of Education and its contractor in the development of the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS) assessments required by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. The CA NGSS assessments are being developed under the umbrella of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress contract, for which Educational Testing Service (ETS) is the contractor.
ETS hosted science stakeholder meetings on April 28 and 29, 2015. These meetings were designed to investigate and develop recommendations for science assessment resource materials to be included in a science assessment digital library including: (1) why the material is needed, (2) who can access the material, and (3) who should develop the material. For this discussion, “material” included any resources, tools, documents, and information that could be accessed digitally via a science assessment digital library.  

Invitations to attend this meeting were sent to 130 participants of the first CA NGSS stakeholder group that was held in July 2014. Eighty-four participants were able to attend the April meeting.

ETS is currently synthesizing the information collected during these stakeholder meetings. The findings will be presented in an August memorandum. 

Attachment(s)
None.
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