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	August 5, 2015
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	SUBJECT:
	A Blueprint for Great Schools Version 2.0 and the Advisory Accountability/Continuous Improvement Task Force


Summary of Key Issues

SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE(S)

In late July, I unveiled A Blueprint for Great Schools Version 2.0 (Blueprint 2.0), our new action plan. Blueprint 2.0 builds on the groundbreaking 2011 report, A Blueprint for Great Schools, which helped usher in a new era for California schools that included significant funding increases, more rigorous state academic standards, computer-based student assessments, and greater support for students and schools with the most needs.   
The Blueprint 2.0 Planning Team was co-chaired by Martha Infante, a teacher at the Los Angeles Academy Middle School; David Rattray, Executive Vice President, Education and Workforce Development for the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce and President of UNITE-LA, the school-to-career partnership of Los Angeles; and Chris Steinhauser, Superintendent of the Long Beach Unified School District.
Developed based on recommendations made by a team of 29 education leaders and experts, Blueprint 2.0 outlines next steps in five critical areas: California standards, teaching and leading excellence, student success, continuous improvement and accountability systems, and systems change and supports. In addition to detailed recommendations, Blueprint 2.0 includes a call to action, a revised mission, and a review of guiding principles and a description of the emerging “California Way.”
Blueprint 2.0 also recommended the creation of the SSPI’s Advisory Accountability/Continuous Improvement Task Force (Task Force) to follow up on recommendations. The Task Force will be co-chaired by Eric Heins, President of the California Teachers Association, and Wes Smith, Executive Director of the Association of County School Administrators.
The Task Force will be comprised of approximately 25 key education stakeholders from throughout the state of California who are appointed by the SSPI. It will meet on a regular basis, beginning in August 2016.
The Task Force is expected to develop a final report summarizing recommendations for a new California system of public education accountability/continuous improvement; and strategies for modifying and removing existing law, regulations, and other items supporting the previous Academic Performance Index-based system. The final report will be provided to the SPPI. 
A Blueprint for Great Schools Version 2.0 is attached and is located on the California Department of Education Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr15/yr15rel62.asp.
ATTACHMENT(S)

Attachment 1: A Blueprint for Great Schools Version 2.0, 2015 (21 pages).
