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	School
	Today’s Fresh Start

Los Angeles, CA 90043-1221
CDS 19-76737-0102020

Charter Number: 0597

	Charter Term
	July 1, 2010 – June 30, 2015

	Approved Grade Span
	Grades Served
	K-8
	K-8

	Enrollment Cap
	540

	Numerically Significant Subgroups
	Black or African American, Hispanic or Latino, Socioeconomically Disadvantaged, English Learners

	Title I Funded/ PI Status
	No/Not Applicable

	School Data and Demographics

	
	2010–11
	2011–12
	2012–13

	Percent Free and Reduced Lunch
	95
	96
	94

	Percent English Learner
	20
	20
	13

	Percent Student with Disabilities
	11
	11
	10

	Fall Enrollment
	561
	605
	680

	Number of Suspensions
	--
	0
	5

	Number of Expulsions
	--
	0
	0

	Growth API
	783
	805
	833

	Growth from Prior Year
	64
	22
	25

	Grade 10 CAHSEE ELA Pass Rate
	na
	na
	na

	Grade 10 CAHSEE MATH Pass Rate
	na
	na
	na

	Statewide Rank
	4
	5
	NA

	Similar Schools Rank
	9
	9
	NA

	Cohort Drop Out Rate (High School Only)
	--
	--
	na

	Cohort Graduation Rate (High School Only)
	--
	--
	na


Data suppressed by CDE or not provided by school is indicated by a ‘--‘ 
Data that is not currently available at this time is indicated by ‘NA’

Data that is not applicable is indicated by ’na’
A school that did not have a valid 2012 Base API and will not have any growth or target information is indicated by ‘B’
2012–13 SBE Actions and Official Correspondence
TFSCS was required to submit a SAP for the 2012–13 school year for failing to meet AYP target proficiency in math, schoolwide and for the Black and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged subgroups.

· Help students recognize that everyone at TFSCS has the common interest and goal of high student achievement.

· Small group instruction and After-School tutoring enhance individual student achievement. Teachers have high expectations of students and teach students to be focused on being their “personal best.”

· All students are becoming more astute in usage of technology, whiteboards, Kindles and tablets. 
· 2012–13 Key Actions by the Governing Board (as reported in SBE-Authorized Charter School-General Information Form)

· The Governing Board of TFSCS approved all allowable expenditures for Proposition 30 funds, all State and Federal programs, and school budgets during the 2012-13 school year.

Fiscal Management
Based on the April SBE Authorized Schools Fiscal Memo, TFSCS demonstrates an ability to operate with a balanced budget, maintain stable enrollment and attendance ratios, manage cash liquidity and maintain low debt levels, maintain positive fund balances, and has met the recommended reserve levels specified in the MOU. The CDE continues to monitor TFSCS as they report during the fiscal year.

September 2013 SBE-Authorized Charter School Self-Reporting Update on the 2012–13 Measureable Pupil Outcomes

Name of School: Today’s Fresh Start Charter School
Target Population (including outreach efforts made this year):
	Measurable Pupil Outcome
(PREPOPULATED BY CSD 

FROM SCHOOL’S CHARTER)
	Outcome Met (Yes/No)
	List of Evidence or Narrative on Progress Made Towards Meeting Outcome
(To Be Completed by Charter School)

	Meet or exceed State API growth target and annual measurable objectives both schoolwide and reportable subgroups. In grades 2-8 students will achieve a minimum increase of 5 percent each year in Language Arts and Mathematics.
	Yes
	Schoolwide
2013
2012
2012‐13
2012‐13
Growth
Base
Growth Target
Growth
833
808
A 
25
African American
2013
2012
2012‐13
2012‐13
Growth
Base
Growth Target
Growth
808
789
5
19
Hispanic or Latino
2013
2012
2012‐13
2012‐13
Growth
Base
Growth Target
Growth
867
838
A
29
Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
2013
2012
2012‐13
2012‐13
Growth
Base
Growth Target
Growth
832
808
A
24

English Learners
2013
2012
2012‐13
2012‐13
Growth
Base
Growth Target
Growth
865
844
A
24
Students with Disabilities
2013
2012
2012‐13
2012‐13
Growth
Base
Growth Target
Growth 701
683
Growth API Comparison for 2012
TFSCS
808
API

Statewide 788
API LAUSD
746
API

	Reach an API score of 750 by the end of the term of the charter. (The API score will increase a minimum of 5 points per year.)
	Yes
	2012‐2013 TFSCS API of 833

	The proficiency level for science for grades 5 and 8 will increase annually by 5 percent per year as measured by the standardized science test.
	Yes
	2011   2012   2013
46.7
50.8
65.5



	The proficiency level for history/social science for grade 8 will increase annually by 5 percent per year as measured by the standardized test.
	Yes
	2011   2012   2013
9.5
37.5
64.3

	Grades 2-8 will pursue meeting Adequate Yearly Progress.
	TFSCS met all reportable Subgroups for Math by Safe Harbor: Latino, African American, Schoolwide, English Learners and Socioeconomically and Disadvantaged and English Learners. English Language Arts met by Latino, and English Learners by
Safe Harbor for Latino. African American, Schoolwide and Socioeconomically Disadvantaged in English Language Arts did not meet.
	2013 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Report
TFSCS met all Participation Rates with 100 percent students participated in CST English Language Arts and Mathematics testing. History/Social Science and Science
Growth Targets Met
 (see School Report API Growth and Targets Met)
Schoolwide
All Student Groups All Targets
“Targets Met - In the "Met Growth Target" columns, the growth targets reflect state accountability requirements and do not match the federal Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) requirements. The AYP requirement for the API is a 2013 Growth API of 740 or a one-point increase from the 2012 Base API to 2013 Growth API for a school or LEA.” {see“2012-13 Accountability Progress Report (APR) School Report – API Growth and Targets Met 2013 Growth- Academic Performance Index (API) Report}
The 2012-2013 Accountability Progress Reporting (APR) School Report 2013 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) Report, states, “Academic Performance Index (API) –
Additional Indicator for AYP – 2013 API Criteria for meeting federal AYP: A minimum “2013 Growth API” score of 770 OR “2012-13 Growth” of at least one point.”

	Meet or exceed the grade-level proficiency rate of comparison schools that students of TFSCS otherwise would attend for English Language Arts, Mathematics, by overall grade level and reportable subgroups.
	Yes
	Students who attend TFSCS would otherwise attend:
2013 Base API
Angeles Mesa Elementary ‐
684
Audubon Middle School    ‐
729
YES Academy (formerly Hyde Park Elementary ‐ 704 Twenty Fourth Street Elementary ‐               ‐ 665 2012 Statewide Rank –
5

2012 Similar Schools Rank ‐ 9

	Student Conduct---------------------- Yes
	Yes
	Student Conduct‐Suspensions and expulsions are limited‐Overall student conduct is always improving; only two main incidents of reportable offenses in 2012‐13. In cases of incidents, TFSCS’ Family and Friends Conflict Resolution process works remarkably well and conflict is kept at a minimum. All participants learn to work together and care about each other




	Teacher Performance---------------- Yes
Financial Solvency----------------Yes
	Yes
Yes

	Teacher Performance-Overall teacher performance was “good.” All teachers are highly qualified and work together collaboratively toward the goal of high achievement expectations for each student. Teachers are interested in the improvement of TFSCS. The UCSD collaboration is a “plus” in teacher performance. Each teacher has a laptop and most students will have electronic tablets in their class to enhance small group instruction in math and reading. TFSCS is diligent in small group instruction. Every student will have a Kindle in the afterschool program.
Financial Solvency-TFSCS remains financially solvent.


Additional Areas of Student Success:
In the space below, describe any additional ways students are excelling and/or showing improvement. These areas should be unique to the charter school and go beyond standardized test results.

Today’s Fresh Start Charter School is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC). Overall, TFSCS students are improving academically. Negative responses are diminishing. TFSCS encourages students from a positive, praise philosophy and every child has “good points.” Attendance and other awards are given to help students understand how important it is to be on time to school (or future job) every day. All students, Kindergarten through eighth grades are taught to be college ready. TFSCS is grooming all students for college life. Teachers will place on their classroom doors the name of their University Alma-Mater and talk about college life to their students. Field trips will be arranged where possible. Eighth graders visited the laboratories at the SCAQMD (Southern California Air Quality Management District). Students are getting the message to become “good students” and the reason for school. Students, parents and staff are growing together at TFSCS. Students learn to respect themselves and all adults at the school and away from school. A concentrated effort is made to teach “how to get along” and express themselves through cooperation by using words, rather than fighting. Approximately 4 years ago, TFSCS instituted Family and Friends Conflict Resolution Meetings. This tool is of particular importance, because students and families learn to “get along” and recognize that everyone at TFSCS has the common interest and goal of high student achievement. This is an undeniable motive for collaboration. Everybody is on the same page with the same motive in mind. It brings everyone together for the sole purpose of attending to the individual achievement of “their own child.” If there are any conflicts, all concerned parties meet, parents, counseling staff, Superintendent, Teachers. Saturday school which begins in January and 3 week Summer school enrichment session also helps student improvement. Our theme is “Young Scholars College Bound Program.” Students participate in field trips, which is an incentive to develop positive responses and students learn to respect each other on and off campus. Small group instruction and After-School tutoring enhance individual student achievement. Teachers have high expectations of students and teach students to be focused on being their “personal best.” All students are becoming more astute in usage of technology, whiteboards, Kindles and tablets. With a larger Intervention Team of Resource Specialists, Counselors and Counseling Interns, TFSCS will have more attention focused on students experiencing behavior difficulties, with the goal of helping every child achieve even more.



Parent Involvement-------------------- Yes





























Teacher Involvement----------------- Yes





























Professional Development----------- Yes






























































State-mandated standardized tests--- Yes











Grade-level competency and continuing higher-levels of proficiency---------------------------------
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Parent Involvement‐TFSCS has at least a 95% Parent Involvement. Parents attend regular parent‐teacher conferences for benchmark and report card assessments, parent meetings, parent volunteering in classroom, lunchtime and monthly meetings. Parent involvement is varied according to the needs of parents to accommodate parent schedules. TFSCS has parent literacy night.





Teacher Involvement‐Teachers are involved in the school and take collaborative interest in the success of the school. TFSCS continues the five year collaboration with UC San Diego (UCSD) to fund highly qualified teachers through this collaboration. Teachers clear their credentials. This collaborative benefit has aided in teacher retention in the school.





Professional Development is held weekly on Tuesdays, where there is early release time which allows teachers to be presenters and share methods of successful teaching strategies. There is common grade level planning and overall professional development for all teachers. The services of other professional educators and coaches are utilized.


Various topics are included, but not limited to: class‐room management; strategizing individual and differentiating instruction, focusing on “HOW” each child learns to target instruction; technology instruction. This year TFSCS increase to 5 days for professional development stressing the teach in strategies of Common Core Standards. Weekly assessments are studied and compared by grade levels. Also, periodic statistical overviews are held to remind teachers of where we need improvement.





State‐Mandated standardized tests‐All students grades 2‐8 were tested. 100% Participation rates are met.





Grade-level competency and continuing higher-levels of proficiency-Every student at TFSCS is targeted daily for individual achievement. All students who are below proficient are personally targeted by the academic team to determine individual learning needs. Students are assessed weekly on the standards taught. If the student did not learn a standard, the re-teach cycle begins, to reach for mastery in that standard. Parents are involved at every level. Teachers use whiteboards and responders to learn what each child did not understand during the teaching process.�
�
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