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	memorandum
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	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	State Legislative Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2013–14 Legislative Session



Summary of Key Issues

The California Department of Education (CDE) Government Affairs Division has identified bills that may affect policy related to the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or CDE position for the legislation.

Attachment(s)

Attachment 1: Legislative Update (7 pages)
Legislative Update
These bills address relevant policy areas and/or impact the role of the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or California Department of Education (CDE) position for the legislation. 
With the exception of AB 2057 (Bonilla), these bills passed both houses of the Legislature and were enrolled and presented to the Governor for his approval. Each summary includes the current status of the bill. 
Standards, Curriculum Frameworks, & Instructional Materials
AB 1539 (Hagman) – Content Standards: Computer Science

This bill requires that on or before July 31, 2019, the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) consider developing and recommending to the SBE computer science content standards for grades kindergarten through twelfth (K-12) pursuant to recommendations developed by a group of computer science experts. The State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI), in consultation with the SBE, is required to consider convening the group of experts. The bill requires the IQC to consider existing computer science content standards such as the national K–12 computer science content standards developed by the Computer Science Teachers Association, and consider content standards for teaching coding. “Coding” is defined as the process of converting a program design into an accurate and detailed representation of that program in a suitable language.

AB 1539 was signed by the Governor on September 30th (Chapter 876, Statutes of 2014).
AB 1764 (Olsen) – School Curriculum: Mathematics: Computer Science 

Current law requires that in order to graduate, a pupil must complete two courses in mathematics. The California State University and the University of California hold “A-G” admission requirements, and “category C” refers specifically to the mathematics requirement. This bill authorizes a governing board of a school district that requires more than two courses in mathematics for graduation to award a pupil up to one mathematics course credit for completing a “category C” approved computer science course. 
AB 1764 was signed by the Governor on September 30th (Chapter 888, Statutes of 2014).
AB 1912 (Holden) – History-Social Science Framework: Election of President Barack Obama 

This bill requires that during the next revision of the History-Social Science Framework, the IQC consider including and recommending for adoption by the SBE, instruction on the election of President Barack Obama and the significance of the United States electing its first African American President.

AB 1912 was signed by the Governor on August 25th (Chapter 286, Statutes of 2014).
AB 1915 (Nazarian) – Pupil Instruction: Social Sciences: Armenian Genocide 

This bill requires the IQC to consider including the Armenian, Cambodian, Darfur, and Rwandan genocides into the History-Social Science Framework when it is revised and defines the Armenian Genocide. The bill expresses the Legislature’s intent that:

· CDE incorporate into publications that provide examples of curriculum resources for teacher use materials to include the Armenian, Cambodian, Darfur, and Rwandan genocides.

· Survivor, rescuer, liberator, and witness oral testimony be incorporated into the teaching of human rights, the Holocaust, and genocide.

· State and local professional development activities provide teachers with content background and resources to assist them in teaching about the Armenian Genocide.

AB 1915 was signed by the Governor on September 18th (Chapter 414, Statutes of 2014).
AB 2016 (Campos) – Pupil Instruction: Sexual Abuse and Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention

This bill requires the SBE, based upon recommendations by the SSPI, to consider including age-appropriate content for grades K-12 in sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention in the next revision of the health content standards. The bill requires the SBE, based upon recommendations by the IQC, to consider including information in sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention in the Health Framework when it is revised.

AB 2016 authorizes school districts, county offices of education (COEs), and charter schools to provide age-appropriate instruction in sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention, pursuant to the next revision of the health content standards adopted by the SBE. The bill specifies that upon written request of the pupil’s parent or legal guardian, a pupil be excused from this instruction.

AB 2016 was signed by the Governor on September 29th (Chapter 809, Statutes of 2014).
SB 1057 (Corbett) – Pupil Curriculum: History-Social Science Content Standards

This bill requires the SSPI, in consultation with the SBE, to convene a group of history-social science experts, and with input from this group, recommend history-social science content standards for adoption to the SBE on or before March 30, 2018. The SBE would be required to adopt, reject or modify the history-social science content standards on or before July 30, 2018. The bill requires the SSPI and the SBE, by October 1, 2018, to present to the Governor and the appropriate legislative committees a schedule and implementation plan for integrating the adopted history-social science content standards.

SB 1057 was vetoed by the Governor on September 18th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/SB_1057_Veto_Message.pdf. 
SB 1165 (Mitchell) – Instruction: Dating Violence, Sexual Abuse, and Sex Trafficking Prevention Education.

This bill requires that when the Health Framework is revised, the IQC consider including a distinct category on sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention education that includes information, discussion, and instruction as specified. The information in the Health Framework, among other considerations, includes local resources for victims. The bill authorizes a school district to provide resources for teachers and parents, and provide sexual abuse and sex trafficking prevention education. The bill encourages a school district to collaborate with outside consultants, including law enforcement.  

SB 1165 was signed by the Governor on September 28th (Chapter 713, Statutes of 2014).
SB 1380 (Wyland) – Pupil Instruction: Social Sciences: Genocide 

This bill incorporates similar provisions from AB 1915 (Nazarian); in particular, the bill requires the IQC to consider including the Armenian, Cambodian, Darfur, and Rwandan genocides into the History-Social Science Framework when it is revised. Additionally, SB 1380 encourages the instruction on the origins of genocide, and the promotion of pupil analysis of genocides and use of instructional materials that examine policies on genocide prevention or intervention.

SB 1380 was signed by the Governor on September 18th (Chapter 441, Statutes of 2014).
SCR 86 (Hueso) – Heavy School Backpacks

This resolution acknowledges the health risks heavy backpacks pose to schoolchildren and recommends that certain measures be taken to avoid injury. The resolution references the SBE’s adoption of maximum weight standards for textbooks and requirement that textbook publishers submit lightweight alternatives to print materials.
SCR 86 was chaptered and filed on August 7, 2014 (Chapter 100). 
Assessments

AB 2057 (Bonilla) – Consortium Alternate Performance Assessments.

Current law authorizes the SBE to adopt a replacement assessment to the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA). AB 2057 requires the CDE and the SBE on February 1, 2015 to report to legislative committees and LEAs the status of an alternate assessment. In addition, this bill allows LEAs to administer an alternate field test for the 2014-15 school year in a manner described by the CDE, in consultation with the president or executive director of the SBE.

AB 2057 was not taken up for a floor vote in the Senate and was referred to the Senate Rules Committee. 

SB 267 (Pavley) – California High School Exit Exam: Eligible Pupils with Disabilities.

Current law specifies that an eligible pupil with a disability is not required to pass the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) as a condition of receiving a diploma of graduation or as a condition of graduation from high school. This exemption stays in place until the SBE makes a determination that the alternative means, by which an eligible pupil with disabilities may demonstrate the same level of academic achievement in the portions of, or those content standards required for passage of the CAHSEE, are not feasible or that the alternative means are implemented.

This bill specifies that upon the SBE’s determination that the alternative means have been implemented, an eligible pupil with a disability may participate in the alternative means. The bill removes the deadline of July 1, 2015 by which an eligible pupil with a disability may participate in the alternative means.
SB 267 was signed by the Governor on September 19th (Chapter 479, Statutes of 2014).
Local Control Funding Formula

AB 2408 (Allen) – California Collaborative for Education Excellence Composition

This bill expands the governing board of the California Collaborative for Education Excellence from five to seven members by adding a representative of charter schools, appointed by the Senate Committee on Rules, and a parent of a California public school student, appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly.

AB 2408 was vetoed by the Governor on September 19th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_2408_Veto_Message.pdf. 
AB 2380 (Weber) – School Plans: Single Plan for Pupil Achievement

This bill requires each school district to do the following when electing to submit a single plan for pupil achievement:  

· Requires a single plan for pupil achievement to align to the LCAPs of LEAs.

· Requires participating school districts to develop their LCAPs and annual updates in consultation with schoolsite level advisory groups and ensure that the LCAPs are reflective of the goals and plans of the schoolsite.

The bill also requires that, if the CDE provides school districts with information on the development of their single plan for pupil achievement, the department ensures the information emphasizes that the plan be consistent with and supports the goals and outcomes specified in the school district's LCAP.
AB 2380 was vetoed by the Governor on September 30th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_2380_Veto_Message.pdf. 
Early Learning 

AB 1444 (Buchanan) – Mandatory Kindergarten

Beginning with the 2016-17 school year, this bill requires a child to have completed one year of kindergarten before he or she may be admitted to the first grade.

AB 1444 was vetoed by the Governor on September 28th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_1444_Veto_Message.pdf. 
AB 1719 (Weber) – Kindergarten Evaluation

This bill requires the SSPI to provide the Legislature with an evaluation of kindergarten programs in California, including both part-day and full-day kindergarten programs in public schools.  The evaluation includes a sample of how kindergarten programs are implemented across school districts that are representative of the diversity of the state, including small and large, urban and rural school districts.  The bill requires the SSPI to submit the evaluation to the Legislature by no later than July 1, 2017.  These activities are subject to an appropriation made by the Legislature for this purpose. AB 1719 also requires LEAs to annually report to the CDE whether they offer part-day or full-day kindergarten programs commencing with the 2015-16 school year.
AB 1719 was signed by the Governor on September 28th (Chapter 723, Statutes of 2014).
Accountability & School Improvement

AB 1672 (Holden) – Local School Attendance Review Board Data

This bill requires the governing board of each school district to collect and disaggregate local School Attendance Review Board (SARB) information on pupil attendance and SARB referral outcomes by subgroups such as gender, race and ethnicity, English language learner status, foster youth status, disability status and Free or Reduced Priced Meals program eligibility.  This bill requires the governing board of each school district to annually post this information on each district’s Internet website.  AB 1672 requires the governing board of each school district to provide the CDE with a link to an updated website where the SARB report information is posted. The CDE is required to maintain these web links on the department’s Internet website.
AB 1672 was vetoed by the Governor on September 30th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_1672_Veto_Message.pdf. 
AB 1866 (Bocanegra) – Pupil Attendance Data Collection

This bill requires the CDE to annually collect longitudinal pupil attendance data from LEAs through the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System and analyze that data on school, district, county and statewide levels. The bill requires LEAs to collect and report pupil attendance data including rates of absence; rates of chronic absenteeism and numbers of chronic absentees; rates of truancy, habitual truancy and chronic truancy; and number of truants, habitual truants and chronic truants. These activities are subject to available state, federal, or private funding for this purpose.
AB 1866 was vetoed by the Governor on September 30th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_1866_Veto_Message.pdf. 
AB 2512 Bonilla – Academic Performance Index: Gender Equity 

This bill authorizes school districts and COEs to include compliance with Title IX, such as the total number of pupils, by gender, participating in interscholastic athletics, in the "school climate" component of their LCAPs beginning in 2018.

AB 2512 was vetoed by the Governor on September 27th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_2512_Veto_Message.pdf. 
Charter Schools

AB 2007 (Grove) – Virtual or Online Charter Schools: Average Daily Attendance

This bill allows a virtual or online charter school to claim independent study average daily attendance (ADA) for a pupil who moves out of the school’s geographic boundaries for the duration of the courses or until the end of the school year. The bill requires the CDE to assess the need for a virtual or online charter school to claim the independent study ADA of pupils who move outside of the geographic boundaries of the school and to report that information to the appropriate legislative committees, the Department of Finance, and the Legislative Analyst’s Office on or before December 31, 2016. This statute will sunset on January 1, 2018.

AB 2007 was signed by the Governor on September 29th (Chapter 807, Statutes of 2014).
SB 876 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review) – Pupil Instruction: Independent Study

Commencing with the 2015-16 school year, this bill would require that if an LEA’s total ADA claimed through independent study courses is more than 10 percent, then any ADA in excess of 10 percent shall be reduced by the statewide average rate of absence for elementary or high school districts.
SB 876 was signed by the Governor on September 27th (Chapter 687, Statutes of 2014).
SB 1263 (Pavley) – Charter Schools: Location

This bill allows a charter school to establish one facility outside the boundaries of the authorizing school district, if either of the following occurs: 

· The facility is temporarily needed during construction or expansion of the charter school.

· The charter school receives permission from the school district within the jurisdiction of which the charter school proposes to operate, before the charter petition is approved and/or renewed. 

SB 1263 also requires a charter school currently operating outside the boundaries of the authorizing school district, to annually notify the parents, and prohibits a school district that is negative certified to authorize new charters outside the school district boundaries.

SB 1263 was vetoed by the Governor on September 19th. For the Governor’s veto message, visit http://gov.ca.gov/docs/SB_1263_Veto_Message.pdf. 
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