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	Date:
	February 10, 2017


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Every Student Succeeds Act Section 1117(a)(3)(B) Ombudsman Designation for Equitable Services.


Summary of Key Issues

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the State Board of Education (SBE) with a recommendation to fulfill the requirement of designating an ombudsman, as defined in Section 1117(a)(3)(B) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). 
Background Information
Title I statute requires that local educational agencies (LEAs) provide eligible private school children with Title I educational services or other benefits that are equitable to those provided to eligible public school children. Title I services for eligible private school children must be developed in consultation with private school officials. While private schools do not receive Title I, Part A funds, eligible students enrolled in private schools receive Title I, Part A services. The public school district, where the students reside, is responsible for making these services available for students in private schools.
Relevant Statute

To ensure equity for eligible private school children, teachers, and other educational personnel, the state educational agency (SEA) shall designate an ombudsman to monitor and enforce the requirements of sections 1117(a)(3)(B) and 8501(a)(3)(B) of the ESSA. 

To ensure timely and meaningful consultation, an LEA shall consult with appropriate private school officials during the design and development of an LEA’s program under Section 1117 of the ESSA. LEAs and private school officials shall both have the goal of reaching agreement on how to provide equitable and effective programs for eligible private school children. The results of the agreement shall be transmitted to the ombudsman as referenced in Section 1117(b)(1) of the ESSA.

Stakeholder Consideration
California Department of Education (CDE) staff from titles I, II, III, and IV agreed that the ombudsman should be located in the Improvement and Accountability Division (IAD). In addition to collaborating with internal stakeholders, Title I Policy and Program Guidance Office staff received feedback from multiple LEA representatives regarding placement of the ombudsman.
Appointment
The CDE has appointed Sylvia Hanna, Education Programs Consultant, in the IAD to serve as the ombudsman.
Attachment(s)

None.
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