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	California Department of Education
Executive Office
SBE-002 (REV. 01/2011)
	

	memorandum


	Date:
	January 11, 2016


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Home Language Survey Pilot Study


Summary of Key Issues

This agenda item is to inform the State Board of Education and public regarding the Home Language Survey (HLS) Pilot Study. The HLS Pilot Study examined the clarity of the questions in the California Department of Education (CDE)’s current HLS (Attachment 1), which has been in place for many years and is used to identify students that have experience with languages other than English. The HLS responses provided by parents or guardians indicate which students require an initial assessment of English language proficiency to determine whether they are in fact English learners (ELs) in need of services. The HLS Pilot Study compared the current HLS questions and proposed questions to ascertain which set of questions is a better indicator of students who are potential ELs and need to be assessed.
In March 2013, in response to concerns regarding inaccurate identification of ELs, CDE gathered suggestions for possible HLS revisions from the statewide Bilingual Coordinators’ Network of district and county professionals. Later, in September 2013, the CDE participated in a national working session with several states, stakeholders, and researchers convened by the Council of Chief State School Officers aimed at strengthening the reliability, accuracy, and usefulness of HLS questions and processes. In February and May of 2014, the CDE met with representatives from five local educational agencies (LEAs), researchers, and other stakeholders (Attachment 2) to review the current HLS and make recommendations for revising the tool. From these meetings, the workgroup developed the Language Survey (Home and other Contexts) questions (Attachment 3). These questions were used in the HLS Pilot Study conducted by the Regional Education Laboratory-West and the California Comprehensive Center, both at WestEd, in collaboration with the University of California Los Angeles Graduate School of Education & Information Studies. 
The HLS Pilot Study examined the clarity of the Language Survey (Home and other Contexts) questions and the extent to which these may better predict which students are potential ELs and need to be assessed. Approximately 20 schools participated in the study from five participating districts including ABC Unified School District, Coachella Valley Unified School District, Inglewood Unified School District, Robla Elementary School District, and Torrance Unified School District.
Because the sample size was limited to 150 students, the results of the pilot study do not yield sufficient information to recommend policy decisions. This document is available at https://relwest.wested.org/resources/207. 
The CDE recommends a more extensive and systematic study be conducted at a later date when the English Learner Proficiency Assessment is operational. The study should include a larger representative sample of students from across the state to be able to recommend policy decisions on the use of a revised HLS.   
Attachment(s)

Attachment 1: Home Language Survey, current version (1 page)
Attachment 2: Home Language Survey Stakeholders, list (1 page)
Attachment 3: Language Survey (Home and other Contexts), English and Spanish 

 (2 pages)

HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY

ENGLISH VERSION
Name of Student:  __________________________________
_______________________
   __________________________


Surname / Last Name
First Given Name
Second Given Name
School: _____________________________   Age: ______  Grade Level: _______  Teacher Name: ________________________

Directions to Parents and Guardians:

The California Education Code contains legal requirements which direct schools to determine the language(s) spoken in the home of each student. This information is essential in order for the school to provide adequate instructional programs and services.

As parents or guardians, your cooperation is requested in complying with this legal requirement. Please respond to each of the four questions listed below as accurately as possible.  For each question, write the name(s) of the language(s) that apply in the space provided.  Please do not leave any question unanswered.

1. Which language did your child learn when he/she first began to talk?



2. Which language does your child most frequently speak at home?



3. Which language do you (the parents or guardians) most frequently use


when speaking with your child?

4. Which language is most often spoken by adults in the home?




(parents, guardians, grandparents, or any other adults)

Please sign and date this form in the spaces provided below, then return this form to your child’s teacher. Thank you for your cooperation.


Signature of Parent or Guardian







Date

Form HLS, Revised October 2005

California Department of Education
Home Language Survey Stakeholders

	Name
	Title
	Organization

	Luis Ochoa
	Director, Multilingual Pathways Department
	San Francisco USD



	Kathy Meade 
	Executive Director Multilingual/School Based Programs/Migrant Education
	Hacienda La Puente USD

	Debra Dougherty
	Office of Language Acquisition
	San Diego USD



	Tony Monreal
	Superintendent 
	Delano USD



	Shelley Spiegel-Coleman
	Executive Director
	Californians Together



	Barbara Merino
	Professor
	UC Davis



	Alison Bailey
	Professor 
	UCLA



	Robert Linquanti
	Senior Researcher Associate
	WestEd




District Use Only: Student ID #_____________
Language Survey (Home and Other Contexts)
Student Name: ______________________________ 





               School:              ______________________________
Date of Birth:   ______________________________ 






Grade Entering: ______________________________
Directions: Please answer all questions. If a question is not applicable to your child, please check the “Not applicable” box for that question. For questions 2.a-e and 3.a-e, if your child uses (or hears) more than one language with equal frequency in a situation, please list all languages that apply.
1.a.Which language/ or languages does your child currently understand?


                   __________________________________
1.b.Which language/ or languages does your child currently speak?


                                  __________________________________
1.c.Which language/ or languages does your child currently read? 



                   __________________________________       Not applicable

1.d.Which language/ or languages does your child currently write?                                                                     __________________________________       Not applicable

2.a. Which language does your child most frequently use at home with parent(s)/guardian(s)?                             __________________________________

2.b. Which language does your child most frequently use at home with brothers and sisters?                                __________________________________      Not applicable

2.c. Which language does your child most frequently use at home with other family members/caregivers?          __________________________________      Not applicable

2.d. Which language does your child most frequently use in school or preschool?                                                 __________________________________      Not applicable

2.e. Which language does your child most frequently use outside of home and school with friends and others?   __________________________________
3.a. Which language does your child most frequently hear2 at home with parent(s)/guardians?                            __________________________________

3.b. Which language does your child most frequently hear at home with brothers and sisters?                              __________________________________      Not applicable

3.c. Which language does your child most frequently hear at home with other family members/caregivers?        __________________________________      Not applicable

3.d. Which language does your child most frequently hear in school or preschool?                                               __________________________________      Not applicable

3.e. Which language does your child most frequently hear outside of home and school with friends and others? __________________________________
1 For American Sign Language (ASL) users, to “speak” means to sign using ASL.

2 For ASL users, to “hear” means to view ASL being signed. 

District Use Only: Student ID #_____________
Encuesta del Idioma (en el Hogar y Otros Contextos)
Nombre del estudiante: ______________________________ 




Escuela:                                   ______________________________
Fecha de nacimiento:    ______________________________




Grado de ingreso a la escuela: ______________________________
Instrucciones: Por favor conteste todas las preguntas. Si una pregunta no es aplicable a su hijo/a, por favor indíquelo marcando el cuadro (“no es aplicable”) para esa pregunta. Para las preguntas 2.a-e y 3.a-e si su hijo/a utiliza (u oye) más de un idioma con igual frecuencia en la situación especificada, por favor indíque todos los idiomas aplicables.
1.a. En la actualidad, ¿cuál es el idioma/cuáles son los idiomas que su hijo/a entiende?                                                            __________________________
1.b. En la actualidad, ¿cuál es el idioma/cuáles son los idiomas que su hijo/a habla1?                                                               __________________________

1.c. En la actualidad, ¿cuál es el idioma/cuáles son los idiomas que su hijo/a lee?                                                                      __________________________  no es aplicable 
1.d. En la actualidad, ¿cuál es el idioma/cuáles son los idiomas que su hijo/a escribe?                                                              __________________________  no es aplicable

2.a. ¿Cuál es el idioma que utiliza su hijo/a con más frecuencia en casa con los padres/tutores?                                                  __________________________

2.b. ¿Cuál es el idioma que utiliza su hijo/a con más frecuencia en casa con los hermanos?                                                         __________________________  no es aplicable

2.c. ¿Cuál es el idioma que utiliza su hijo/a con más frecuencia en casa con otros miembros de la familia/los cuidadores?        __________________________  no es aplicable

2.d. ¿Cuál es el idioma que utiliza su hijo/a con más frecuencia en la escuela o en el pre-escolar?                                               __________________________  no es aplicable

2.e. ¿Cuál es el idioma que utiliza su hijo/a con más frecuencia fuera de casa y de la escuela con sus amigos y otras personas? __________________________

3.a. ¿Cuál es el idioma que oye2 su hijo/a con más frecuencia en casa con los padres/tutores?


              __________________________
3.b. ¿Cuál es el idioma que oye su hijo/a con más frecuencia en casa con los hermanos?                                                             __________________________  no es aplicable

3.c. ¿Cuál es el idioma que oye su hijo/a con más frecuencia en casa con otros miembros de la familia/los cuidadores?             __________________________  no es aplicable

3.d. ¿Cuál es el idioma que oye su hijo/a con más frecuencia en la escuela o en el pre-escolar?                                                   __________________________  no es aplicable

3.e. ¿Cuál es el idioma que oye su hijo/a con más frecuencia fuera de casa y de la escuela con sus amigos y otras personas?     __________________________
1 Para los usuarios del American Sign Language (ASL) (Lenguaje de Señas Americano), “hablar” significa utilizar el ASL

2 Para los usuarios del American Sign Language (ASL) (Lenguaje de Señas Americano), “oir” significa ver los signos del ASL
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