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	SUBJECT:
	Update on the Next Generation of Science Standards


Summary of Key Issues

On September 27, 2012, Senate Bill 1200 was signed into law. This bill, sponsored by the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI), provides additional time for new science standards to be presented to the State Board of Education (SBE). Specifically, this bill extends the presentation of new science standards by the SSPI from March 30, 2013, to July 31, 2013, and the adoption, rejection, or modification of those standards by the SBE from July 30, 2013, to November 30, 2013. This additional time will allow the SSPI and the California Department of Education (CDE) to convene a group of 20 science experts who are familiar with the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) to review and recommend new science standards based on the NGSS, as required by SB 300. SB 300 also requires the SSPI to hold at least two public meetings to solicit feedback on the recommended standards. The passage of SB 1200 grants the SSPI and the CDE additional time to host these public meetings to ensure stakeholders from across the state provide feedback on the recommended standards.
On September 20, 2011, Achieve, Inc. officially announced that California is one of the 26 Lead State Partners who are participating in the development of the NGSS. The CDE facilitated the first meeting of the 70-member California NGSS Review Team on November 30, 2011. The team also had the opportunity to review the NGSS again in February 2012. The team met again in October 2012 to review a draft of the standards before the public review, scheduled to be released at the end of January 2013. The entire NGSS review, development, adoption, and implementation process, is being overseen and led by the Director of the Professional Learning Support Division. 

In July 2011, the National Research Council (NRC) released A Framework for K-12 Science Education: Practices, Crosscutting Concepts, and Core Ideas. This document serves as the framework for the development of the NGSS. Dr. Helen Quinn, a professor of Physics at Stanford University, was the chairperson in the development of the new national framework.
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Timeline for the Development of the Next Generation of Science Standards
Information and graphic are from the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Development Process Web page at http://www.nextgenscience.org/development-process. 
Throughout the development process, the NGSS will go through several rounds of review with multiple stakeholder groups. Each group will receive draft standards at least twice throughout the development process. Below is the general process and timeline for the development of the NGSS
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November  2011 :  First  Meeting of  State Review  Team of  Science  Experts    

July 2011 :  Framework for  K - 12 Science  Education   Released by  National  Research  Council   

May   2012:  First Public  Draft of  NGSS  Released  

2011:  Promotion of  the NGSS and  Conceptual  Framework at  Confer ences  and  Workshops  begins    

October 2012 :  Third Meeting of  State Review  Team of Science  Experts  

February   2012:  Second  Meeting of  State  Review  Team of  Science  Experts    

March  2013 :  Final Draft  of NGSS  Released   available*  

July   31,   2013 :  SSPI Presents  to California  SBE  Recommended  Science  Standards  Based on the  NGSS  

Spring   2013 :  T wo  Public  Meetings of  Final NGSS  

January  2013 :  Second  Public  Draft of  NGSS  Released  

2014* :  Implementation  of New Science  Standards     

November  30,  2013 :  California  SBE Adopts,  Rejects, or  Modifies  Recommended  Science  Standards  

September 2011:  California Chosen  as Lead State in  Development of  New Science  Standards, Based  on Framework    
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* pending SBE action  
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July 31, 2013: SSPI Presents to California SBE Recommended Science Standards Based on the NGSS
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October 2012: Third Meeting of State Review Team of Science Experts







2014*: Implementation of New Science Standards  







November 30, 2013: California SBE Adopts, Rejects, or Modifies Recommended Science Standards







Spring 2013: Two Public Meetings of Final NGSS







March 2013: Final Draft of NGSS Released available*







January 2013: Second Public Draft of NGSS Released
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September 2011: California Chosen as Lead State in Development of New Science Standards, Based on Framework











July 2011: Framework for K-12 Science Education Released by National Research Council 







* pending SBE action












