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	SUBJECT:
	Information on the Multi-Tiered System of Supports: A Comprehensive Framework for Implementing the Common Core State Standards


Summary of Key Issues

The national perspective on the utilization of Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) frameworks has evolved. At the request of the State Board of Education (SBE), and in light of the integration of MTSS terminology in California’s Common Core State Standards (CCSS) implementation, this memorandum provides an update to the SBE and general public.

MTSS grew out of, and maintains many of the core elements of California’s Response to Instruction and Intervention (RtI2). The California Department of Education (CDE) continues to support RtI2, which was introduced to the SBE in July of 2005. RtI2 was envisioned soon after the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 was enacted. Early implementation efforts of many states were heavily focused on instruction provided to students with disabilities. Unlike most other states, California educators felt strongly about including a focus on the instruction in general education classrooms, as well as instruction occurring in special education classrooms. Therefore, in California, RtI2 includes instruction, as well as other ideas aligned to the current MTSS framework and clearly outlined in the RtI2 Philosophy, which can be found on the CDE web page, http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/ri/rtiphilosphydefine.asp. The essential elements and foundation of both MTSS and RtI2 support all students through high-quality and universally designed general education instruction at Tier 1 and more-intensive interventions at Tiers II and III, including universal screening, progress monitoring, flexible mobility between tiers, problem-solving teams, and parent input. 

Research indicates tiered instructional systems are particularly successful at improving academic skills for elementary students, especially in reading, as noted in the article by Hughes and Dexter (2011), located at http://www.rtinetwork.org/learn/research/field-studies-rti-programs. This tiered instructional framework can be used at all grade levels in all content areas. Although the RtI2 philosophy was not mandated in California, the CDE supported local education agencies (LEAs) that implemented RtI2 through the CDE web page, a guidance document, and resources located at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/ri/. As LEAs implemented the RtI2 process, it looked very different at sites and districts across the state. Unfortunately, in some LEAs, RtI2 became a place to send students, rather than a strategy, or set of strategies, to help all students succeed both academically and behaviorally. Additionally, RtI2 was implemented only in the areas of reading and mathematics. A hallmark of MTSS is to utilize the instructional framework in all content areas.
An MTSS framework may also be described as a re-branding of the California RtI2 framework. It serves as a catalyst to integrate and streamline multiple services and resources for a variety of student needs, such as the needs of socio-economically disadvantaged students, English learners, students with disabilities, and gifted students.  Building one system that integrates all resources to offer students coordinated, timely, and effective support in all content areas, as well as addressing behavioral needs, is an important feature of MTSS. 
An effective MTSS framework will also result in a self‐correcting feedback loop that uses universal screening and assessment data to not only intervene at the student level, but also to continuously refine the system by analyzing grade, site, and district level data for the purpose of school improvement, which was part of the RtI2 philosophy but never realized. 
The MTSS framework of tiered instruction is particularly important as we begin implementing the CCSS. New, higher academic standards may reveal deficits in current instructional practices, as well as weaknesses in academic achievement based on the new standards. To add to this transition, California will be implementing the Local Control Funding Formula, which will give increased funding and decision making to the LEAs. An MTSS framework can be used to ensure that all students have full access to effective instruction and supports from the start in order to achieve better outcomes.

At the national level, more than forty states have already implemented their version of MTSS, and students are benefiting from the early intervention and learning support MTSS models provide. The U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education, has funded a research project in Utah to develop an infrastructure for implementing MTSS at the state and LEA level by creating models of successful implementation of evidence-based professional development that can be scaled up across the state. There is also pending federal legislation, sponsored by the National Council on Learning Disabilities (NCLD), to amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, by adding MTSS terminology and processes. NCLD’s Issue Brief can be accessed at [Note: Invalid link removed.]. 
The Council of the Great City Schools (CGCS), composed of 67 large city school districts, including New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles, recommends MTSS as the framework for implementing the CCSS. In a 2012 report, CGCS recommends the use of MTSS for the integration of Title I, special education, English-language learner programs, and gifted program services so the greatest number of students can be college and career ready. This report is located at [Note: Invalid link removed.].
At the state level, several states have Web sites offering technical support to educators using MTSS – substantial enough to appear in Web searches. Four web sites with the deepest range of resources, Florida, Kansas, Utah, and Virginia, have state-mandated and state-funded MTSS frameworks. These states all draw on a systemic change approach to implementation, but differ somewhat in instructional approaches. 
The CDE is developing a Professional Learning Module to provide clarity on what MTSS is, as well as describe how it can be used as a framework for CCSS implementation. The Mathematics Framework, adopted by the SBE in September 2013, and current drafts of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework also include a MTSS framework. 

At this time, no formal action is required by the SBE. The CDE is providing this memo to bring attention to the change from RtI2 to MTSS and to meet the myriad of academic, language, and behavioral needs of students in California.

Attachment(s)
None.
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