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Summary of Key Issues

The State Parent Advisory Council (SPAC) Annual Report is based on the analysis of data from over 600 respondents to the annual statewide survey of migrant parents. These parents share their experiences of the program as well as their recommendations for its enhancement. The recommendations focus on major service areas of the Migrant Education Program (MEP): school readiness, language arts and mathematics, high school graduation and Out-of-School Youth (OSY), parent involvement, health, and other services. Below is a summary of the major recommendations, which the California Department of Education (CDE) will incorporate into continuous program improvement and program planning. The SPAC Annual Report can be found on the CDE Legislative Reports Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/me/mt/lrspacexecsumm.asp.

The major SPAC recommendations are as follows:
· Improvement of access to quality preschool programs that employ certified teachers with appropriate training
· Addressing the performance gap for migrant students through continued investment in after-school tutoring programs for language arts and mathematics

· Intensive and specialized summer and intersession courses, and Saturday classes where parents can participate along with their children

· Improve communication with migrant families about programs and services for OSY students, to bring programs and services to them in the agricultural fields, and to better connect them with support services available in the community

· To increase parent involvement, provide training for MEP teachers and staff in cultural diversity and ensure that parents feel welcomed and valued
· In the area of healthcare, provide parent and student classes in nutrition, healthy food choices in schools, and regular health examinations by qualified professionals
BACKGROUND ON THE SPAC

The MEP SPAC, required per California Education Code (EC) Section 54444.2(a) (2), is currently convened six times per year, by the CDE, to provide the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI), advice on the planning, operation, and evaluation of the state MEP. 

Per EC Section 54444.2(a)(3)(B), the SPAC is required to prepare and submit a report to the Legislature, State Board of Education (SBE), SSPI, and the Governor regarding the status of the state MEP. A copy of the full report is provided on the CDE Legislative Reports Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/me/mt/lrspacexecsumm.asp. The 2014–15 SPAC report provides analysis of data collected from migrant parents regarding their current experiences and specific recommendations for MEP improvement based on effective local practices. 

Per California Code of Regulations, Title 5, sections 12030–12044, the SPAC is comprised of 23 members; 20 are farmworker parents from the 20 California MEP sub grantees (located in areas with large concentrations of migrant and seasonal agricultural workers and fishermen, per EC Section 54444.1), and 3 are community members who are professionals with knowledge of the needs of migrant children. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM 

The MEP is a federally funded program that provides supplemental academic and health services (to all state and federal funds, i.e. Title I, and Title III) to the children of migratory workers. Per EC Section 54442, eligible instructional activities are designed on a regular and extended yearly basis to identify and address academic deficiencies of migrant children. These include reading and mathematics activities, which may be provided in small group or individual instruction and through tutorial services. Health 
and welfare services are designed to identify, diagnose, and provide treatment for physical conditions that interfere with the learning process of migrant children. The 

MEP also provides services to alleviate the educational problems caused by repeated moves across states and school systems, such as assistance in credit accrual, graduation requirement counseling, and adapting to new curricula through immediate needs assessments. 

Children qualify for MEP services if they or their parents are migrant workers and their family moved for the purpose of finding temporary or seasonal employment during the past three years. If eligible, students may receive services from age three until they (1) attain a high school diploma, or (2) turn 21. Students must re-qualify every three years. A migratory child is a child whose parent(s) is a migratory agricultural worker(s) or a migratory fisher; or who, in the preceding 36 months, has moved from one school district to another in order to accompany or join a parent, spouse, or guardian who is a migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher.
In California, the MEP began in 1973. Per EC Section 54443.1, MEP services in California are provided through a system of regions (county offices of education) and districts across the state. Presently, there are 15 MEP regions that serve multiple counties and districts and five single MEP districts funded directly by the CDE to serve only students in that particular district. 

Parent participation is a major component of the MEP. Every operating agency receiving federal MEP funds, except for those operating statewide contracts, must convene a Parent Advisory Council (PAC). Thus, districts, regions, and the state must all have a PAC. A district PAC is comprised of parents of migrant children eligible for the MEP. A regional PAC is comprised of parents from the district PACs and of parents that have children in districts that do not operate the MEP but receive services from the region. 
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