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Summary of Key Issues
Purpose

This Memorandum presents the Recommendation Framework report of the School Conditions and Climate Work Group (CCWG). The California Department of Education (CDE), in partnership with the California Comprehensive Center at WestEd (CA CC), convened the CCWG to explore options for the further development of school conditions and climate measures in California’s accountability and continuous improvement system. 
The role of the CCWG is advisory to the CDE and the State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SPI). The CCWG includes a broad range of stakeholders including practitioners, researchers, and advocates; a list of the work group members is available in Attachment 1 (Appendix C). This Memorandum is part of a series designed to inform actions by the State Board of Education (SBE) related to accountability and continuous improvement.  

Background
The SBE is required to develop an accountability tool, known as evaluation rubrics, that assists local educational agencies (LEAs) in identifying strengths, weaknesses, and areas in need of improvement across all Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) priorities. The SBE adopted the Evaluation Rubrics, including the performance standards for all the state indicators and local performance indicators at their September 2016 (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr16/documents/sep16item01.doc) and January 2017 (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr17/documents/jan17item02.doc) meetings. Performance data from the LCFF Evaluation Rubrics is reported to the public through the California School Dashboard (Dashboard) on the CDE Dashboard Web page at (https://www.caschooldashboard.org/#/Home).
The SBE-approved current approach for the use of local climate surveys for LCFF Priority 6: School Climate focuses on the initial implementation of the LCFF Evaluation Rubrics as the state transitions to an integrated local, state, and federal accountability and continuous improvement system.  
The current approach for Priority 6: School Climate requires LEAs to provide a narrative summary of the local administration and analysis of a local climate survey to students that provides a valid measure of student perceptions of school safety and connectedness in at least one grade within the grade span(s) that the LEA serves (e.g., K–5, 6–8, 9–12) at least every other year. LEAs will have an opportunity to include differences among student groups, and for surveys that provide an overall score, such as the California Healthy Kids Survey, report the overall score for all students and student groups. This summary may also include an analysis of a subset of specific items on a local survey that is particularly relevant to school safety and connectedness. LEAs report the results of the survey administration and analysis to their local governing boards, stakeholders, and the public through the Dashboard.  
LCFF Priority 6: School Climate, is the only priority for which there is both a state indicator (suspension rates) and a local indicator (district selected and implemented school climate surveys).
 There is currently no statewide survey or other measure required of LEAs related to safety, school connectedness, or other aspects of school conditions and climate. It is also the only local indicator for which progress is not measured annually.
CCWG Roles and Responsibilities
In June 2016,  the SBE requested the CDE to conduct further analysis of the school climate local indicator including in relation to the broader context of school conditions. Responding to this request, the CDE and CA CC established guidelines for the scope of work of the CCWG (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-dsib-amard-jun16item02.doc), which were further developed following its establishment (http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/memo-exe-jan17item01.doc).
The CCWG scope of work included:

· Reviewing the literature on the relationship between school climate, perceptions of the learning environment, and social-emotional competencies.
· Reviewing other states’ approaches to incorporating school climate measures in their accountability and improvement systems.
· Developing an understanding of approaches currently being undertaken by California LEAs and their support networks.
· Receiving ongoing input from stakeholders. 

· Identifying and recommending methodologies, tools, resources, and surveys for assessing school climate and conditions and other activities relevant to LCFF Priorities 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9 and 10.
School Conditions and Climate Framework Development

Since September 2016, the CCWG has worked diligently to synthesize their thinking and incorporate SBE, California Practitioners Advisory Group (CPAG), and stakeholder feedback to draft a comprehensive set of recommendations to the CDE and SPI. The primary recommendations developed by the CCWG provide a framework for state and LEA level action, leveraging the tremendous opportunity now facing California to continue building an accountability and continuous improvement system that addresses the needs of the whole child. 
The CCWG Recommendation Framework includes the following:

· Discussion of why improving school conditions and climate is necessary.
· Overview of school conditions and climate research.
· Summary of stakeholder feedback and actions the CCWG took to address them.
· Outline of the guiding questions the CCWG used to produce the recommendations.
· The CCWG’s state and LEA-level summary recommendations and rationale for each.
· A suggested implementation timeline. 
Attachment(s)
Attachment 1:
School Conditions and Climate Work Group Recommendation Framework (57 Pages)
� See California Education Code (EC) Section 52060(d)(6) for statute language regarding the three measures relevant to school climate.
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