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MEMORANDUM
DATE:
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TO:
MEMBERS, State Board of Education


FROM:
TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

SUBJECT:
California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: Update on Program Activities Related to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress System.
Summary of Key Issues
This Information Memorandum provides a summary of recent events and developments related to the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) System, including the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments and Digital Library, the California Science Test (CAST), the California Alternate Assessments (CAAs), and the Standards-based Tests in Spanish (STS).

Administration Plan for 2017–18 Science Assessments 
On November 27, 2017, the California Department of Education (CDE) sent a letter (Attachment 1) to the U.S. Department of Education (ED) that provided the CDE’s assessment plan for the 2017–18 CAST and CAA for Science. In the letter, the CDE provided assurance that, beginning with the 2017–18 school year, California will be in compliance with those sections of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act that were waived for the 2016–17 school year. 

Update on the Development of the CAA for Science
The CDE, in collaboration with its testing contractor, Educational Testing Service (ETS), continues development of the CAA for Science. Experts on accessibility and experts on students with disabilities, as well as other stakeholders, are reviewing the draft CAA for Science blueprint, score reporting structure, and general achievement level descriptors (ALDs). These three documents play a large role in bringing the development of the CAA for Science closer to its operational status. 

For the CAA for Science, ETS, in collaboration with its subcontractor edCount, developed Core Content Connectors that are aligned with the California Next Generation Science Standards (CA NGSS). The Core Content Connectors provide learning goals aligned appropriately with the needs of students with the most significant cognitive disabilities and serve as the basis for the CAA for Science. The blueprint is aligned with the Core Content Connectors that, when appropriate, integrate the Disciplinary Core Ideas, Science and Engineering Practices, and Crosscutting Concepts of the CA NGSS. The score reporting structure provides information on reporting results. The general ALDs provide generic descriptions of student performance level expectations across three levels. The blueprint, score reporting structure, and general ALDs will be presented to the State Board of Education (SBE) for review and approval in January 2018. 

CAASPP 2016–17 Post-Test Survey and Focus Group Highlights 
The CDE, with the help of ETS, conducted an online survey and focus group meetings to facilitate continuous improvement of the CAASPP. The information gathered has served to guide the CDE’s preparation for the 2017–18 CAASPP test administration and improve the supportive resources provided to local educational agencies (LEAs). 

Overall, survey respondents reported a smoother test administration experience in 2016–17. This was achieved, in part, by making changes to the timing of the release of the online Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments and the CAST pilot training materials and resources, which was done in response to last year’s feedback from respondents. Improvements to the organization and usability of the CAASPP Portal Web site (http://www.caaspp.org/), a much-valued and widely used resource, also was noted positively by respondents over last year.

Although a number of resources are available to LEAs (e.g., easy-to-access training resources, videos, and quick-start guides), feedback received from the respondents included a request for more short videos. This feedback will facilitate planning discussions regarding communications outreach and consideration for added or modified resources for LEAs. Respondents also provided feedback regarding the need for training resources addressing universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations. Specific survey responses focused on the need for increased training on how to apply and use accessibility resources for each test. Feedback also showed that, of all the available training and preparation tools and resources, the Practice and Training Test Web site was considered the most helpful by those surveyed.

Respondents reported overall that they experienced no significant scheduling issues related to the administration of the CAST or CAA for Science. The vast majority of survey respondents who had used the new CAST preparation and training materials reported them to be useful. 
New and Updated CAASPP Resources

The CDE has added several new LEA profiles to its CAASPP in Action report series, in which LEAs share their successes, challenges, and lessons learned while implementing one or more components of the CAASPP System. Each report includes a district profile, implementation goals, and next steps to continuously improve teaching and learning. The new reports address timely topics, such as:

· Using practice tests to familiarize students and their parents with the CAASPP assessments

· Establishing a data analysis protocol to guide instruction

· Training staff on using the formative assessment process in classrooms

· Aligning coursework with the CA NGSS

· Building and maintaining a comprehensive assessment system

This report series is available on the CDE CAASPP in Action Web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppinaction.asp.

The 2017–18 CAASPP Institute, a professional development opportunity offered statewide to LEA teams, will kick off in January 2018. It will take place over two days and will be offered at nine locations across the state. The CAASPP Institute will include a combination of large-group plenary sessions and topic-driven breakout sessions. Each “strand” of the breakout sessions will offer three options: a topic overview session, a session on targeted use, and a session for more experienced users and trainers. The CAASPP Institute will also highlight LEAs from the CAASPP in Action series so attendees can hear real-life accounts of CAASPP implementation. In December 2017, before the statewide training, a training-of-trainers CAASPP Institute session will be offered for county office of education teams at two locations, one in Northern California and one in Southern California.

In September and October 2017, the CDE hosted hand scoring workshops throughout the state. Materials from the workshops, including presentation slides and a subsequent facilitator guide for LEA staff use, are now posted on the “Interim Assessment Administration Resources” page of the CAASPP Portal Web site at http://www.caaspp.org/ta-resources/interim.html (log in credentials required to access materials). A video presenting content from the 2017 Digital Library and Interim Assessment Clinic, held in September and October 2017, will be available in December 2017 on the CAASPP Portal Web site. Details for the fall Digital Library and Interim Assessment Clinic as well as the Interim Assessment Hand Scoring Workshops, including location and attendance, are listed in Attachment 2.
Preparation for the 2017–18 CAASPP Administration

In preparation for the 2017–18 CAASPP administration, the CDE is working with ETS and the Sacramento County Office of Education (SCOE), the CDE’s communications contractor, to offer new resources and training opportunities to LEAs. The most recent of these include the following:

· CAASPP 2017–18 Pretest Workshop, to be held in January and February 2018 at 16 locations across the state, will provide LEA CAASPP coordinators with guidance and resources for administering the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments, the CAST, the CAAs, the CSA, and the STS. In addition to an in-person workshop, a live Webcast will be available to LEAs on January 29, 2018.

· Updated manuals for 2017–18, such as the Test Operations Management System Pre-Administration Guide for CAASPP Testing, the Guide to CAASPP Completion Status and Roster Management, the Technical Specifications and Configuration Guide for CAASPP Online Testing, and the Interim Assessment User Guide, are now posted on the CAASPP Portal Web site at http://www.caaspp.org/. 

· Accessibility resources for the CAASPP tests are available, including Chapter 1, “Accessibility Features for CAASPP Assessments,” of the Accessibility Guide for CAASPP Online, the updated Matrix One: Universal Tools, Designated Supports, and Accommodations for the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress for 2017–18; the student accessibility graphics for the CAASPP; a Webcast on accessibility and accommodations resources; three workshops provided by the 2018 CAASPP Institute, designating supports and matching classroom and assessment accessibility resources; and a series of new and updated mini-demonstration videos showing how the embedded resources work.

· SCOE has created additional supports. A new training has been designed for LEA CAASPP coordinators who have served in their role for less than 12 months to help them understand their role and responsibilities. Three regional sessions were provided, and a video was produced for use in local training. In addition, quick reference guides, providing step-by-step instructions for how to accomplish a task or activity within California’s assessment programs, are posted on the CDE Quick Reference Guides Web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caasppqrg.asp. 

CAASPP Federal Peer Review
On January 18, 2017, the ED notified California that it had determined that the implementation of Smarter Balanced English language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics assessments in California substantially met the requirements of peer review. The letter included information on what would be required to fully meet the requirements of peer review. The CDE and the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium are preparing additional information for submission to the ED in December 2017. The CDE also will submit evidence for peer review of the CAAs for ELA and mathematics at that time. 

Update on the Renewal of the ETS’s Administration Contract
Following the SBE approval to negotiate the renewal of the CAASPP contract at its July 2017 meeting, the CDE, SBE staff, and the Department of Finance entered into contract negotiations with ETS. Activities included a full documentation of all task details and annual enhancements as well as any revisions to tasks necessary to implement the following four SBE goals:

· Ongoing administration of all components of the CAASPP System 
· Technical work associated with preparing and administering the operational assessments currently under development (e.g., CAST, CAA for Science, and CSA)

· Enhancements to the reporting of student results, including increasing translations of student reports and paperless reporting options

· Enhancements to the technical hosting solution to allow for future growth and scalability

The CDE is scheduled to present a draft contract to the SBE for consideration in January 2018. 
Enhanced Assessment Grant Activities
In October 2015, the CDE, in partnership with the University of California at Los Angeles and its National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing, was awarded an Enhanced Assessment Grant from the ED for the “Development of Enhanced Career and College Indices.” The project is ongoing and aims to:

· Develop methodologies for identifying features of items related to career readiness in ELA and mathematics assessment items.

· Assess the frequency of career readiness-related items in the Smarter Balanced item pool.

· Develop item prototypes for assessing career readiness (i.e., emergency medical technician and Web developer simulations).
· Create exemplar digital support resources to provide information about the career-ready skills and abilities addressed in the state assessments and how they connect with the world of work.

The CDE anticipates providing the SBE with information regarding the outcome of this work in summer 2018.
In addition, in October 2017, the CDE submitted materials in support of a federal desk review of the grant to ensure that California’s implementation conforms to the approved application and complies with all relevant statutes and regulations. 

Attachment(s)

· Attachment 1: Letter Dated November 27, 2017, from the California Department of Education to the U.S. Department of Education Regarding the California Department of Education’s Assessment Plan for the 2018–19 California Science Test and the California Alternate Assessment for Science (3 Pages)

· Attachment 2: California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities (9 Pages)

California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress Outreach and Professional Development Activities

The California Department of Education (CDE), in coordination with California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) contractors, has provided a variety of outreach activities, including Webcasts, in-person workshops, focus group meetings, and presentations throughout the state to prepare local educational agencies (LEAs) for the administration of the CAASPP System. In addition, the CDE continues to release information regarding the CAASPP System, including weekly updates, on its Web site and through listserv e-mail. The tables that follow list and provide descriptions of presentations made during October and November 2017.

	Table 1. Webcasts

	Date
	Location
	Title
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	11/15/17
	Webinar
	Accessibility and Accommodations Webcast
	765
	This Webcast prepared LEA CAASPP coordinators and test site coordinators to effectively implement student accessibility resources for the CAASPP summative assessments.


	Table 2. In-Person Regional Trainings/Meetings

	Date
	Location
	Title
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	10/2/17
	San Diego
	Interim Assessment Hand Scoring Workshops
	70
	These workshops were designed for LEA teams of educator coaches or trainers, with an emphasis on taking the knowledge gained from the workshops back to the LEAs to help teachers understand the value of using the hand scoring process and materials to strengthen the evaluation of student work.
Participants received the opportunity to:

· Consider the value of teachers’ use of the interim assessments in the classroom (formal and informal).

· Reflect on how to use the materials for local professional learning to strengthen the evaluation of student work and use student results to inform teaching and learning.

· Learn about, practice, discuss, and receive feedback on hand scoring student-constructed responses.



	10/4/17
	Fresno
	
	100
	

	10/1017
	Riverside
	
	90
	

	10/12/17
	Irvine
	
	70
	

	10/17/17
	Hayward
	
	60
	

	10/24/17
	Pasadena
	
	100
	

	10/26/17
	Ventura
	
	80
	

	10/2/17
	San Diego
	Digital Library and Interim Assessment Clinic
	50
	The clinic was primarily for LEA CAASPP coordinators to provide them with current information about the Smarter Balanced Digital Library and Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments.
Participants learned about:

· Resources in the Digital Library that support the formative assessment process, professional learning, and instruction

· Resources that link student performance on the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessment Blocks with resources in the Digital Library that provide relevant and useful instructional supports aligned with students’ needs

· New and revised Interim Assessment Blocks available for the 2017(18 school year

· Features of the new Interim Assessment Reporting System, including the ability to view student work on individual test items

	10/4/17
	Fresno
	
	60
	

	10/1017
	Riverside
	
	70
	

	10/12/17
	Irvine
	
	40
	

	10/17/17
	Hayward
	
	50
	

	10/24/17
	Pasadena
	
	80
	

	10/26/17
	Ventura
	
	30
	

	10/3/17
	Ontario
	CDE Assessment and Accountability South Meeting
	460
	This meeting provided school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools with the latest information and updates on California’s assessment and accountability systems.



	10/11/17
	Sacramento
	New CAASPP Coordinator Training
	56
	This training was designed for LEA CAASPP coordinators who have been in their role for less than 12 months. The purpose was to help new LEA CAASPP coordinators understand their role and responsibilities. Three sessions were provided in areas across the state, and a video was produced for use in local training.

Highlights of the training included:

· Understanding the responsibilities of the CAASPP coordinator

· Learning about procedures to support a successful CAASPP administration

· Reviewing checklists, examples, and timeframes for completing activities

· Connecting with other CAASPP coordinators in a regional network

	10/16/17
	Fresno
	
	54
	

	10/23/17
	Riverside
	
	80
	

	10/24/17
	Sacramento
	California Spanish Assessment Development Meeting
	6
	CDE staff met with stakeholders to discuss the continued development of the California Spanish Assessment.

	11/13/17
	Sacramento
	Comprehensive Assessment System Training
	120
	Select CDE staff from the English Learner Support Division, the Special Education Division, the Assessment Development and Administration Division (ADAD), and the Improvement and Accountability Division were provided training on the California comprehensive assessment system, including CAASPP.

	11/13/17
	Elk Grove
	Classroom Observations
	10
	CDE ADAD staff and Educational Testing Service (ETS) visited three schools in Elk Grove Unified School District to observe classrooms that serve students with disabilities, with a focus on students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, to better understand student needs during testing.

	11/14/17–11/16/17
	Sacramento
	Item Writing Workshops
	48
	ETS conducted four item writing workshops with California educators. Participants wrote items for the California Science Test (CAST) and the California Alternate Assessments (CAAs) for English language arts/literacy (ELA), mathematics, and science.


	Table 3. Advisory Panel/Review Committee Meetings

	Date
	Location
	Title
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	10/11/17
	Sacramento
	Advisory Commission on Special Education Meeting
	35
	Commission members were provided with information on the CAASPP System.

	10/12/17–10/13/17
	Sacramento
	CAASPP Technical Advisory Group Meeting
	30
	Advisory group members discussed the CSA, the CAST blueprints and general achievement level descriptors (ALDs), the CAST pilot results, and the CAASPP 2017 Independent Evaluation Report. 

	10/17/17
	Minneapolis, Minnesota
	Smarter Balanced

Legislative Session Prep Meetings
	50
	Smarter Balanced members met to discuss their upcoming legislative sessions, learn more about Smarter Balanced, and discuss how to more effectively identify and provide clear messages to their key stakeholder audiences.

	10/18/17
	(Virtual meeting)
	Stanford Next Generation Science Standards Assessment Program
	10
	Stakeholders were provided with a CAST program update, and feedback was collected from them on the development of the blueprint, general ALDs, and scoring reporting structure.

	10/18/17
	Minneapolis, Minnesota
	Smarter Balanced

Collaboration

Meeting
	50
	Members from 12 Smarter Balanced states, including California, approved the following:

· Strategic plan

· 2017–18 budget

· 2018–19 summative blueprints (which likely will reduce the length of the ELA test for many students in spring 2019)

	10/19/17 – 10/20/17
	Minneapolis, Minnesota
	Smarter Balanced

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting
	50
	TAC members provided guidance on college readiness studies, 2017 score results, and unique target interim assessments.

	10/19/17
	(WebEx)
	CAASPP Assessment Stakeholders Meeting
	13
	Stakeholders were provided with program updates on the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC), CAST, and CAA for Science. 

	10/23/17 – 10/25/17
	Reno, Nevada
	Smarter Balanced

Item Mapping Meeting
	80
	California educators participated in the development of item maps to show the relationship between students’ scores and what they know and can do. In addition, representatives from the CDE and the California Teachers Association participated as state observers. 

	11/2/17 – 11/3/17
	Reno, Nevada
	Smarter Balanced

Cut-Score Validation Meeting
	18
	California educators participated in the Smarter Balanced grade nine and ten cut-score validation meeting, and a representative from the CDE participated as a state observer.


	Table 4. Presentations by CDE Staff

	Date
	Location
	Title
	Estimated Number of Attendees
	Description

	10/11/17
	Sacramento
	Curriculum and Instruction Steering Committee—Science Subcommittee
	40
	Stakeholders were provided with a CAST program update, and stakeholder feedback was collected on the development of the CAST blueprint, general ALDs, and score reporting structure. 

	10/13/17
	Sacramento
	2017 California Science Teacher Association Conference
	80
	California science educators were provided with program information about the upcoming 2018 administration of the CAST and the CAA for Science. In addition, the ADAD also had a booth at the conference and answered attendees’ questions. 

	10/13/17
	Sacramento
	California Science Teacher Association 
	4
	Stakeholders previewed the CAST blueprint, general ALDs, and score reporting structure. Stakeholders provided feedback prior to presenting to the State Board of Education for approval.

	10/20/17
	Sacramento
	Capital Regional Assessment Network
	30
	Regional assessment directors were provided with program updates on the CAST and the CAA for Science.

	11/15/17
	Sacramento
	Regional Assessment Network
	25
	Attendees were provided with a general update on the CAASPP System, the ELPAC, and accountability.

	11/16/17
	Sacramento
	Special Education Administrators of County Offices
	40
	Stakeholders were provided with a program update on the CAAs for ELA, mathematics, and science.

	11/29/17 – 12/1/17
	Anaheim
	California Educational Research Association (CERA) Conference
	TBD
	The CERA accepted proposals to present the following 90-minute partnership session topics:

· The New Interim Assessment Reporting System

· CAST Design—Mixed Model Approach

· CAA for Science—Innovative Test Design

The CERA accepted proposals to present the following 45-minute general session topics:

· New Smarter Balanced Formative Assessment Resources

· An Independent Evaluation of the Utility of Reporting for CAASPP Summative and Interim Assessments 
· Evaluating the Impact of Gender and Ethnicity on Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment Scores





