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	Date:
	December 7, 2016


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	State Council for the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children 


Summary of Key Issues
Assembly Bill 343 (Chapter 237, Statutes of 2009) established California as a member of the State Council for the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Council (Compact). The California Education Code (EC) Section 49701, Article VIII, requires each member state to develop a State Council to provide for coordination among its governmental agencies, local educational agencies, and military installations to ensure compliance with the Compact policies.

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) or his or her Designee administers and chairs the State Council that is comprised of membership as outlined in EC Section 49701, Article VII, State Coordination, and includes the following representatives: 
· The SSPI or his or her Designee

· A school district superintendent from a school district with a high concentration of military children

· A representative from a military installation

· A member of the Senate appointed by the Senate Committee of Rules

· A member of the Assembly appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly

· The President of the State Board of Education or his or her Designee

· Any other persons appointed by the SSPI

· A military Family Education Liaison

· Compact Commissioner
The goal of the Compact is to replace widely varying policies between states with consistent interstate policies that provide military children with predictability when they transfer to schools in different states. Demographically, in California there are 32 military installations, 600 schools that educate military children, and 61,000 children of active duty service members are in attendance in kindergarten through grade twelve (K–12). 
Military families move between postings on a regular basis. The average military child faces transition challenges more than twice during high school and most military children will attend six to nine different school in their lives from grades K–12. The Compact seeks to make transition easier for the children of military families, so they are afforded the same opportunities for educational success as other children, and are not penalized or delayed in achieving their educational goals. 

The Compact is not exhaustive in its coverage of concerns and issues related to military families, but is restricted to only address key issues encountered by military families in the areas of: education and enrollment records, placement and attendance, eligibility for enrollment, and graduation. 
The State Council may develop policy concerning operations and procedures of the Compact. Issues related to a broader scope of educational reform for which military families and children may be categorized as an identified population of eligibility, fall outside of the purview and administration of the Compact and work of the State Council. 

State Board of Education (SBE) Member Rucker represents the SBE on the State Council and has expressed an interest in the representation of military-connected children in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). While the focus of the State Council is military-connected children, the State Council’s governance is restrictive and only has jurisdiction pursuant to the Compact as codified in EC sections 49700–49703. Thus, this Memorandum seeks to inform the SBE of the State Council’s limitation and inform the SBE of the requirement for inclusion of military-connected children in the ESSA.

Attachment(s)
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