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	SUBJECT:
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Summary of Key Issues

On June 27, 2016, Governor Brown signed Senate Bill 828 (Chapter 29, Statutes of 2016). Section 9 of SB 828 added Education Code (EC) Section 41580, which established a one-time, $200 million College Readiness Block Grant (CRBG). The CRBG is intended to provide local educational agencies (LEAs) with funding to increase the number of high school students—particularly unduplicated students—who enroll at institutions of higher education and complete an undergraduate degree within four years. Students must attend a high school that is accredited or in the process of becoming accredited from the Accrediting Commission for Schools. No school will receive less than $75,000, and the funds are available through the 2018–19 school fiscal year.
EC Section 41580(d) requires LEAs to use CRBG funds for activities that directly support pupil access and successful matriculation to institutions of higher education. Eligible activities may include, but are not limited to, the following:

(1) Providing teachers, administrators, and counselors with professional development opportunities to improve pupil A–G course completion rates, pupil college-going rates, and college readiness of pupils, including providing for the development of honors and Advanced Placement courses.

(2) Beginning or increasing counseling services to pupils and their families regarding college admission requirements and financial aid programs.

(3) Developing or purchasing materials that support college readiness, including materials that support high performance on assessments required for admittance to a postsecondary educational institution.

(4) Developing comprehensive advising plans to support pupil completion of A–G course requirements.

(5) Implementing collaborative partnerships between high schools and postsecondary educational institutions that support pupil transition to postsecondary education, including, but not limited to, strengthening existing partnerships with the University of California and the California State University to establish early academic outreach and college preparatory programs.

(6) Providing subsidies to unduplicated pupils, as defined in sections 42238.01 and 42238.02, to pay fees for taking advanced placement exams.

(7) Expanding access to coursework or other opportunities to satisfy A–G course requirements to all pupils, including, but not necessarily limited to, pupils enrolled in schools identified by the department as high schools with 75 percent or greater enrollment of unduplicated pupils, pursuant to subdivision (g). These opportunities may include, but shall not be limited to, new or expanded partnerships with other secondary or postsecondary educational institutions.

As a condition of receiving CRBG funds, LEAs were required to develop a plan describing how the funds will increase or improve services for unduplicated pupils to ensure college readiness and provide access to A–G college preparatory courses approved by the University of California. 

The CRBG local plan was required to include information regarding how the plan aligned with the LEA’s local control and accountability plan. To ensure community and stakeholder input, the plan was required to be discussed at a regularly scheduled meeting by the LEA governing board and adopted at a subsequent regularly scheduled meeting. However, an LEA was not required to submit the plan to the California Department of Education (CDE) or receive prior approval of the CRBG plan or budgets from the CDE.

LEAs receiving CRBG funds were required to submit a report to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction by January 1, 2017, on how the LEAs will measure the impact of the funds received, as identified within the CRBG plan.
EC Section 41580(f) requires the CDE to compile the information reported by LEAs on how they will measure the impact of the funds received and submit a report to the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature on or before April 30, 2017. The CDE has complied with this requirement by submitting the report to the policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature, and has posted the report on the CDE Web site at the link noted below. EC Section 41580(f) also requires the CDE to update the State Board of Education (SBE) on the contents of that report at a regularly scheduled meeting of the SBE. This Memorandum serves as the required update for the SBE. 
In addition to the report to the Legislature and the update to the SBE, EC Section 41580(g) also requires that the “Superintendent shall annually post on its Internet Web site a list of each school with a percentage of unduplicated pupils in grades nine through twelve, inclusive, of at least 75 percent of the school’s total enrollment in grades nine through twelve, inclusive.” This list will include students identified as English learners, low-income, or foster youth students. 
The data required in EC Section 41580(g) are posted annually by the CDE’s Data Reporting Office on the CDE Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sd/sd/. 
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