
	California Department of Education
Executive Office
SBE-002 (REV. 01/2011)
	memo-dsib-amard-apr14item01


	memorandum


	Date:
	April 2, 2014


	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	Annual Measureable Achievement Objectives: Analysis of the Effects of the Title I, Part A, Waiver of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act Regarding Flexibility in Assessment Administration.


Summary of Key Issues

In March 2014, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) approved California’s request for flexibility in assessment administration submitted as a waiver of Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). The ED approval letter is available on the ED Web site at http://www2.ed.gov/nclb/freedom/local/flexibility/waiverletters2009/caft3.pdf. The waiver permits California to refrain from making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) determinations for schools and local educational agencies (LEAs) participating in the 2013–14 Smarter Balanced Field Test (exclusive of high schools and high school districts). 
Under Title III Accountability, annual measurable achievement objective (AMAO) 3 requires Title III-funded LEAs and consortia to be held accountable for meeting the same AYP annual measurable objectives (AMOs) specified under Title I for the English learner (EL) student group. Therefore, the 2013–14 Title III Accountability reports will display AMAO 3 results, based on 2012–13 AYP AMOs for the EL student group, for the following types of Title III-funded LEAs: 
· Elementary, middle, and unified school districts

· Direct-funded charter schools serving elementary, middle, and high school students

· Consortia comprised of elementary, middle, and unified school districts

· Consortia comprised of direct-funded charter schools serving elementary, middle, and high school students

California will continue to calculate 2013–14 AYP for the EL student group solely for high school LEAs. The 2013–14 Title III Accountability reports will display AMAO 3 results, based on 2013–14 AYP AMOs for the EL student group, for the following types of Title III-funded LEAs:
· High school districts serving only students in grades nine through twelve

· Direct-funded charter schools serving only high school students in grades nine through twelve
· Consortia with only schools and districts that serve students in grades nine through twelve
Background
Title III, Part A, Subpart A, sections 3121 and 3122, of the ESEA requires that each state:

1. Define two AMAOs for increasing the percentage of EL students’ developing (AMAO 1) and attaining English proficiency (AMAO 2), 
2. Include a third AMAO relating to meeting AYP for the EL student group at the LEA or consortium level, and 
3. Hold LEAs and consortia accountable for meeting the three AMAOs

The ESEA Section 3122(a)(3)(A)(iii) provides that AMAO 3 must include AYP for the EL student group as described in Section 1111(b)(2)(B) of the ESEA. 
Attachment(s)
None.
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