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	TO:
	MEMBERS, State Board of Education


	FROM:
	TOM TORLAKSON, State Superintendent of Public Instruction


	SUBJECT:
	State Legislative Update, Including, but not Limited to, Information on the 2013–14 Legislative Session



Summary of Key Issues

The California Department of Education (CDE) Government Affairs Division has identified bills that may affect policy related to the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or CDE position for the legislation.

Attachment(s)

Attachment 1: Legislative Update (8 pages)

Legislative Update
These bills address relevant policy areas and/or impact the role of the State Board of Education (SBE). Inclusion in this list does not constitute a SBE or California Department of Education (CDE) position for the legislation. 

Standards, Curriculum Frameworks, & Instructional Materials
AB 455 (Medina) – Pupil Instruction: Braille and American Sign Language English-Language Arts and Mathematics Standards

This bill would require the CDE to develop and the SBE to adopt American Sign Language (ASL) and braille standards that align to the English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for pupils who, due to blindness or visual impairment, use braille code as their primary literacy mode for learning, and for pupils who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing and who use ASL as their primary language or literacy access mode.

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction (SSPI) would develop these standards in consultation with a group of experts on the blind and visually impaired, and a group of experts on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. This bill would require the SSPI to make recommendations to the SBE regarding these standards by March 30, 2015, and would require the SBE to adopt standards by August 31, 2015.
AB 659 (Nazarian) – Pupil Instruction: Armenian Genocide
AB 659 would require the Instructional Quality Commission (IQC) to consider the Armenian Genocide when the history-social science curriculum framework is revised. Upon adoption by the SBE, this bill would require the Model Curriculum for Human Rights and Genocide be made available to schools in grades seven to twelve, inclusive, as soon as funding is available. This bill encourages: 
· The CDE to incorporate materials that deal with the Armenian Genocide into publications.

· The incorporation of survivor, rescuer, liberator, and witness oral testimony into the teaching of human rights, the Holocaust, the Armenian, Cambodian, Darfur, and Rwandan genocides.

· State and local professional development activities for teachers to assist in teaching about the Armenian Genocide. 

AB 1530 (Chau) – School Curriculum: Courses of Study: Computer Science
This bill states the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would add computer science to the adopted course of study for grades one to six, inclusive. 

AB 1539 (Hagman) – Content Standards: Computer Science
This bill would require the SSPI, in consultation with the SBE, to convene a group of experts to develop computer science standards for grades seven to twelve, inclusive. The SBE is required to adopt computer science standards by July 1, 2015, pursuant to recommendations made by a group of computer science experts. This bill authorizes, but does not mandate, school districts to use the content standards to develop computer science programs and course assessments. 

AB 1750 (Alejo) – Pupil Instruction: Ethnic Studies
This bill would require the IQC to identify model programs, standards, and curricula relating to ethnic studies at the high school level. This bill would require the IQC to identify factors to train teachers to work effectively with diverse pupils and families, and to encourage respect for diversity in the classroom. 

AB 1750 would require the IQC, by January 1, 2016, to submit to the Governor and Legislature a report that includes: 
· Review of the most current research on ethnic studies for secondary education; review and evaluation of existing standards, curricula, programs, and training regarding ethnic studies for secondary education.

· Identification of the best practices and standards for establishing and implementing ethnic studies in public high schools; assessment of the adequacy of current ethnic studies courses in California public high schools.

· Recommendations for establishing a “California Cultures” multicultural or ethnic studies course that can be incorporated into existing high school curriculum.
This bill would require that the report be made available on the CDE's Internet Web site. This bill would authorize the IQC to consult with experts (identified in the bill) on ethnic studies, multiculturalism, or diversity. AB 1750 would appropriate $125,000 of General Fund to CDE to fund the report.
AB 1754 (Hagman) – School Bonds: Instructional Materials
This bill would prohibit proceeds from the sale of local bonds, as defined in current law, to be used to purchase instructional materials. 
AB 1764 (Olsen) – School Curriculum: Mathematics: Computer Science 

Current law requires that in order to graduate, a pupil must complete two courses in mathematics. The California State University and the University of California hold “A-G” admission requirements, and “category C” refers specifically to the mathematics requirement. This bill specifies that if a governing board of a school district requires more than two courses in mathematics for graduation, the governing board may award a pupil up to one mathematics course credit for successfully completing a “category C” approved computer science course. This bill prohibits the governing board from awarding a pupil mathematics course credit for a “category C” approved computer science course if the governing board also awards the pupil credit for that course in other specified subjects. 
AB 1912 (Holden) – History-Social Science Framework: Election of President Barack Obama 
This bill would require the IQC and the SBE to consider including, in the history-social science curriculum framework, instruction on the election of President Barack Obama and the significance of the United States electing its first African American President, in the course of the next submission cycle following January 1, 2015. 

AB 1915 (Nazarian) – Pupil Instruction: Social Sciences: Armenian Genocide 

Existing law requires that instruction in the adopted course of study for social sciences include, among other things, human rights issues, with particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of genocide, slavery, and the Holocaust. This bill would require the instruction in human rights issues to also include particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of the Armenian Genocide. 
AB 2110 (Ting) – Pupil Instruction: Computer Science
This bill would require the SBE to incorporate computer science curriculum content into the mathematics, science, history-social science, and language arts curriculum frameworks, as it deems appropriate, when those frameworks are next revised. AB 2110 would require the SBE to consult classroom instructors to ensure the age-appropriateness of instructional material. This bill would require the SSPI to identify and post on the CDE Internet Web site professional development resources for teaching computer science curriculum content. 
AB 2307 (Donnelly) – Common Core Academic Content Standards: School District Opt Out

This bill would allow school districts to opt out of state law or regulations that require the use of common core standards including, curriculum frameworks, instructional materials, and assessments. School districts that opt out of the common core standards shall use the previous state standards adopted by the SBE, and shall administer the former Standardized Testing and Reporting Program (STAR). This bill would go into effect on July 1, 2015 and become inoperative on July 1, 2020.
AJR 35 (John A. Pérez) – Armenian Genocide

This resolution would designate the week of April 20th to 26th, 2014, as “California Week of Remembrance for the Armenian Genocide of 1915–1923.” This resolution requests the Congress and the President of the US to observe the California Week of Remembrance for the Armenian Genocide by participating in the Armenian Genocide Commemorative Project. 
SB 1006 (Wyland) – School Curriculum: American History and Government: High School Exit Examination
This bill would require the SSPI and the SBE to consider methods for enhancing pupil knowledge and pride in our history and government, and for increasing civic participation. To accomplish these goals, this bill authorizes the SSPI and the SBE to consider a variety of methods such as developing new curriculum frameworks and standards that engage pupils in learning about American history and government from oral histories to biographical sketches, and age-appropriate descriptions of heroic efforts on the part of Americans. This bill would require the SSPI, with the approval of the SBE, to develop an additional section to be included in the high school exit examination that tests US history and government, in accordance with the statewide academically rigorous content standards for history-social science. 
SB 1008 (Wyland) – Science Education: Science Curriculum
This bill would require the SSPI and the SBE to:  
· Consider ways to increase the number of pupils who graduate from college with degrees in various scientific and engineering fields.

· Direct the appropriate entity to revise the science teaching frameworks and standards, if necessary, to reflect the model curriculum developed by organizations of outstanding scientists, such as the National Academy of Sciences. 

· Incorporate in the science curriculum: applied mathematics, reading comprehension, expository writing, skills required to pose and investigate scientific questions, and engineering elements. 
SB 1057 (Corbett) – Pupil Curriculum: History-Social Science Content Standards
This bill would require the SSPI, with input from a diversity advisory group, to recommend history-social science content standards for adoption to the SBE on or before March 30, 2016. The SBE would be required to adopt, reject or modify the history-social science content standards on or before July 30, 2016. SB 1057 requires the SSPI and SBE, by October 1, 2016, to present to the Governor and the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the Legislature a schedule and implementation plan for integrating the adopted history-social science content standards.

SB 1165 (Mitchell) – Instruction: Dating Violence, Sexual Abuse, and Sex Trafficking Prevention Education.
This bill would require the IQC, during the next revision of the health framework, to consider, develop, and recommend for adoption by the SBE, a distinct category on dating violence, sexual abuse, and sex trafficking prevention education.
This bill would authorize the CDE to develop model curricula regarding dating violence, sexual abuse, and sex trafficking prevention education and permit a school district to provide this type of education. If a school district provides this type of education, the school district must meet specified requirements and criteria including criteria for the content of instructional materials. SB 1165 maintains the rights of parents and does the following:
· Provides that a parent or guardian of a pupil has the right to excuse his or her child from this type of education and any related assessments. 

· Requires that a school district notify the parent or guardian of each pupil about instruction in this type of education and planned research on pupil health behaviors and risks. 

· Provides that a pupil’s parent or guardian may excuse the pupil from participation in classes or related activities regarding this type of education.

SB 1380 (Wyland) – Pupil Instruction: Operation Desert Storm and the War on Terror
This bill would require the CDE to incorporate materials that deal with Operation Desert Storm and international conflicts related to the War on Terror into publications that provide examples of curriculum resources for teacher use. The bill would require the IQC to consider including the Armenian Genocide, Operation Desert Storm, and international conflicts associated with the War on Terror when the history-social science curriculum framework is revised. The bill specifies that the Legislature encourages the incorporation of oral testimony of survivors, rescuers, liberators, and witnesses into the teaching of human rights, Operation Desert Storm, international conflicts related to the War on Terror, the Holocaust, and genocide, including, but not limited to, the Armenian, Cambodian, Darfur, and Rwandan genocides. 
SB 1419 (Wyland) – School Curriculum: Social Studies: Genocide

This bill, commencing with the 2015–16 school year, would prohibit a pupil from receiving credit for passing a course in world history, culture, and geography, without exposure to an oral history component in that course, specifically related to genocides, as specified.  

Assessments
AB 2057 (Bonilla) – Consortium Alternate Performance Assessments.

This bill would allow LEAs to administer a pilot test of a consortium alternate performance assessment in ELA and mathematics, in lieu of the California Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA) for the 2013-14 school year. AB 2057 provides that a consortium alternate performance assessment in ELA and mathematics may be administered in grades three to eight, inclusive, and grade eleven instead of the CAPA being administered in grades two to eleven, inclusive, in ELA and mathematics.
AB 2440 (Hagman) – California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress: School District Opt Out
This bill would authorize a school district to delay administration of any assessment aligned to the common core academic content standards in ELA and mathematics, including, any CAASPP assessment until the 2015-16 school year. School districts that delay administration of CAASPP may administer the former STAR.

Local Control Funding Formula
AB 1892 (Bocanegra) – Local Control Funding Formula: Pupils Redesignated as Fluent English Proficient

This bill would include a pupil who is redesignated as fluent English proficient as an unduplicated pupil and authorize a county superintendent of schools, school district, or charter school to receive supplemental and concentration grant add-ons for pupils redesignated as fluent English proficient for two consecutive fiscal years following redesignation. AB 1892 would add as a state priority, identification of the services provided to pupils of limited English proficiency and pupils redesignated as fluent English proficient, to the information collected in the local control accountability plan (LCAP). 
AB 2167 (Muratsuchi) – California Healthy Kids Survey

This bill would statutorily codify the California Healthy Kids Survey (CHKS) and the partner surveys, the California School Climate Survey for staff and the California School Parent Survey for parents. AB 2167 would maintain the statewide infrastructure of the CHKS by requiring the CDE to make the CHKS available and provide technical assistance to LEAs that elect to administer the survey to grades fifth, seventh, ninth, and eleventh. The CHKS along with the partner surveys are critical tools for LEAs and can be used to plan, implement, and evaluate progress made in meeting three of the eight state priorities in the LCAP, specifically, school climate, pupil engagement, and parent involvement.
SB 1346 (Wyland) – Local Control Accountability Plans

This bill would: 

· Add reclassified English learners to the list of pupil subgroups that a school or school district is required to demonstrate improvement. 
· Require a county superintendent of schools to establish an English learner parent advisory committee if either the enrollment of the pupils in the schools and programs operated by the county superintendent includes at least 15% English learners or enroll at least 50 pupils who are English learners. 
· Require each county superintendent of schools and the governing board of a school district to include a listing and description of certain expenditures related to English learners in its LCAP. 
· Add to the list of state priorities the extent to which teachers, administrators, and staff receives professional development or participates in induction programs, including the type and subject areas of the professional development provided. 
· Require the templates developed by the state board to ensure that each school district, county superintendent of schools, or charter school that receives supplemental and concentration funds for unduplicated pupils include specified information in its LCAP. 
· Require the county superintendent of schools to determine whether the adopted budget complies with the regulations related to the expenditure of moneys apportioned on the basis of the number and concentration of unduplicated pupils. 
· Require an audit of a LEA to include whether expenditures were in compliance with the regulations related to the expenditure of moneys apportioned on the basis of the number and concentration of unduplicated pupils. 
SB 1394 (Wyland) – Local Control Funding Formula: Regulations

This bill would require the SBE to amend current regulations that govern the expenditure of funds apportioned on the basis of the number and concentration of unduplicated pupils, defined as low-income, English learner, or foster youth, on or before January 31, 2015, to include the following:
· Require that expenditures of LCFF funds be expended on programs or services that are evidence based. 

· Require the CDE to suspend LCFF funding to a LEA if the department finds that the LCAP is not significantly improving pupil reading and comprehension skills and English learner performance or the LCAP does not include evidence based programs.

Spot Bills Relating to Local Control Funding Formula

AB 2380 (Weber) – School Advisory Counsils and Committees

This bill states the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would update the role of schoolsite councils and English learner parent advisory committees so as to better align the operation of the councils and committees with the LCFF.
AB 2552 (Morrell) – School Finance: Local Control Funding Formula

This bill makes nonsubstantive changes to provisions pertaining to annual calculations of LCFF grant for each school district and charter school based on data submitted by LEAs.
AB 2553 (Weber) – School Finance: Local Control Funding Formula
This bill makes nonsubstantive changes to LCFF provisions.
Early Learning 
AB 1444 (Weber) – Elementary Education: Kindergarten
This bill expresses the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would make kindergarten mandatory. 
AB 2544 (Hernandez) – School District and Charter School Preschool Funding Formula

Starting the 2015–16 fiscal year, this bill would require the SSPI to annually calculate a preschool funding grant for each school district and charter school using local control funding formula (LCFF) dollars to fund existing or new preschool programs. The funding formula would be calculated using pupil-level data collected by each school district and charter school disaggregated by targeted disadvantaged students who are four years old. This bill would allow school districts and charter schools to count each pupil more than once if the child meets more than one of the targeted disadvantaged student definitions. The grant would be calculated using a specific formula, calculated by a percentage of the school district’s or charter school's LCFF base grant, supplemental grant, and concentration grant.
SB 827 (Steinberg) – Kindergarten Readiness Act of 2014

This bill would redefine transitional kindergarten as a “school-year long readiness grade level that is age and developmentally appropriate” for all four year old children. SB 837 would require each school district and charter school to offer transitional kindergarten to all age-eligible four year old children who wish to enroll beginning in the 2015-16 school year, and would provide for a five year phase-in period until full implementation in the 2019-20 school year. School districts and charter schools would receive average daily attendance for transitional kindergarten pupils funded through an amount equal to approximately two-thirds of the school district’s or charter school’s base grant and supplemental grant.

SB 837 would require the SSPI to develop, and the SBE to adopt on or before July 1, 2015, standards, curriculum frameworks, and instructional materials for transitional kindergarten that are developmentally appropriate for four year olds, utilizing the California Preschool Learning Foundations that are aligned to the kindergarten content standards and the CCSS. SB 837 would require the SSPI to develop, and the SBE to adopt on or before July 1, 2016, regulations necessary to implement transitional kindergarten. The bill would also require the SBE to revise the LCAP template as necessary on or before January 31, 2017 to reflect this new grade level.
Accountability & School Improvement
AB 2512 Bonilla – Academic Performance Index: Gender Equity 

This bill would require the Academic Performance Index (API) to include compliance with specified federal gender equity requirements, including, but not limited to, the total number of pupils by gender, participating in existing after school athletic programs. 

AB 1573 (Jones-Sawyer) – Alternative Schools: Student Achievement via Excellence Accountability System

This bill would require the SSPI, with the approval of the state board, to develop the Student Achievement via Excellence (SAVE) accountability system for schools under the jurisdiction of a county board of education or a county superintendent of schools, community day schools, nonpublic, nonsectarian schools, and alternative schools, including continuation high schools and opportunity schools by July 1, 2016.  
A school’s SAVE score shall be calculated based upon three separate categories: learning readiness, academic achievement, and “save rate,” as defined in the legislation. Each category shall be weighted, with learning readiness accounting for 10 percent of the overall SAVE score, the save rate accounting for 30 percent of the overall SAVE score, and academic achievement accounting for 60 percent of the overall SAVE score. Each weighted category shall be measured based upon indicators specific to each category and appropriate to the school being measured.
SB 1108 (Padilla) – English Learners: Reclassification.

Existing law requires the CDE to issue a report that includes the department’s findings, research, analysis, recommendations, and best practices for successfully preparing and transitioning English Learners to classrooms and curricula that require English proficiency. This bill would require the CDE to provide recommendations and best practices pursuant to the department’s report to the SBE to adopt by January 1, 2016.  This bill would add reclassified English learners to the list of numerically significant pupil subgroups in the API. 

Common Core Implementation
AB 2319 (Bonilla) – School Finance: Innovation, Training, and Technology Block Grant
This bill express the Legislature’s intent to establish a 2014-15 innovation, training, and technology block grant for professional development of teachers, administrators, and paraprofessional educators, technology, and instructional materials aligned to the common core academic content standards.
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