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MEMORANDUM
DATE:	October 15, 2024
TO:	MEMBERS, State Board of Education	
FROM:	TONY THURMOND, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
SUBJECT: 	California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress and English Language Proficiency Assessments for California—Revisions to the Reporting Achievement Level Descriptors and Student Score Reports
Summary of Key Issues
This memorandum provides information on proposed revisions to the reporting achievement level descriptors (ALDs) for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for English Language Arts/Literacy (ELA) and Mathematics and the California Science Test (CAST). In addition, there are proposed revisions to the Student Score Reports (SSRs) for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and Mathematics, CAST, and Initial English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC). 
To support member states in communicating to the public about what is being assessed and how student assessment results can be interpreted, Smarter Balanced partnered with state chiefs, superintendents, and departments of education from across the Smarter Balanced Consortium in creating a test score brief entitled “What Do the Scores Mean?” Details regarding the one-page brief can be found in the September 2024 SBE Agenda Item 02 Attachment 1 at https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/ag/ag/yr24/documents/sep24item02a1.pdf.
After sharing the “What Do the Scores Mean?” brief with the State Board of Education (SBE) at the September 2024 SBE meeting, SBE members expressed support of the Smarter Balanced Consortium brief as it facilitates better communication and understanding of student performance. As a result, the California Department of Education (CDE) aims to align the reporting ALDs and achievement level labels for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and Mathematics and the CAST with the updated reporting ALDs used in the brief. This will support a clearer and broader understanding of student assessment results for all interest holders and will reinforce effective communications and decision-making in support of student achievement. 
Background
In November 2014, the SBE approved the full implementation of a technology-enabled assessment system and the first operational administration, including reporting, of the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for the 2014–15 school year. In November 2017, the SBE approved the test blueprints, general achievement level descriptors, and score reporting structure for the CAST. The Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and Mathematics and the CAST, both part of the CAASPP assessment system, are more comprehensive than many other state and national tests. Each is scored on a continuum of success that reflects students’ increasing accuracy and complexity of knowledge and skills.
For the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and Mathematics and the CAST, student test results for overall performance are categorized into four achievement levels that describe the relative accuracy and complexity of students’ performance within their grade level. The four achievement levels are: Level 4 (Standard Exceeded), Level 3 (Standard Met), Level 2 (Standard Nearly Met), and Level 1 (Standard Not Met). Each of these four achievement levels is accompanied by a reporting ALD. The current reporting ALDs for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and Mathematics and the CAST are displayed in tables 1, 2, and 3, respectively. These reporting ALDs are also displayed on the Test Results for California’s Assessments website at https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org. 
As part of the Early Assessment Program (EAP), results for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and Mathematics are also designed to provide students with an early signal of college academic preparation. EAP scores are one of the multiple measures the California State University (CSU) system uses as an indicator of students’ readiness for college-level coursework in English and mathematics and for placement of first-time freshmen in the appropriate General Education English and mathematics courses once they enroll at the CSU. Some, but not all, California Community Colleges (CCC) accept EAP scores. Students may submit a copy of their score report to a CCC if requested.
As described in the Smarter Balanced “What Do the Scores Mean?” brief, each of the four achievement levels may be interpreted as follows:
· Level 4: Students consistently demonstrate advanced grade-level knowledge and skills with deep understanding and a full range of complexity.
· Level 3: Students consistently demonstrate proficient grade-level knowledge and skills with a broad range of complexity.
· Level 2: Students demonstrate foundational grade-level knowledge and skills with a limited range of complexity.
· Level 1: Students do not consistently demonstrate grade-level knowledge and skills.
Levels 2–4 represent grade-level performance at varying degrees of complexity, while Level 1 represents inconsistent grade-level performance. Describing Level 1 as inconsistent grade-level performance is more accurate than simply stating “standard not met,” as a Level 1 student may answer some grade-level questions correctly. Providing clear information regarding the interpretation of the performance levels is important to prevent misinterpretation of assessment results and student performance, and to more effectively support decision-making surrounding student support and achievement. Families can use assessment results to facilitate conversations with their students’ teachers about whether and where their students may benefit from additional support.
To support clear interpretation of student achievement, the CDE plans to present an item at the November SBE meeting requesting that the SBE approve revisions to the reporting ALDs and labels for ELA, mathematics, and science to align with the language used in the “What Do the Scores Mean?” brief. The proposed reporting ALDs and labels are listed in table 4. Changes to the reporting achievement level descriptors and labels will not impact comparability of student assessment results from year to year, as they do not change the level of rigor in the assessments, nor do they alter how scores align to the achievement levels of the assessments (specifically, they do not change the cut scores for each achievement level). 
Table 1. Current Reporting Achievement Level Labels and Descriptors for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment for ELA
	Grades
	Level 4 (Standard Exceeded)
	Level 3 (Standard Met)
	Level 2 (Standard Nearly Met)
	Level 1 (Standard Not Met)

	Grades three through five
	The student has exceeded the achievement standard and demonstrates advanced progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in future coursework.
	The student has met the achievement standard and demonstrates progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in future coursework.
	The student has nearly met the achievement standard and may require further development to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in future coursework.
	The student has not met the achievement standard and needs substantial improvement to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in future coursework.

	Grades six through eight
	The student has exceeded the achievement standard and demonstrates advanced progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has met the achievement standard and demonstrates progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has nearly met the achievement standard and may require further development to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has not met the achievement standard and needs substantial improvement to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.

	Grade eleven
	The student has exceeded the achievement standard and demonstrates the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has met the achievement standard and demonstrates progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after completing high school.
	The student has nearly met the achievement standard and may require further development to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has not met the achievement standard and needs substantial improvement to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in English language arts/literacy needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.



Table 2. Current Reporting Achievement Level Labels and Descriptors for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment for Mathematics
	Grades
	Level 4 (Standard Exceeded)
	Level 3 (Standard Met)
	Level 2 (Standard Nearly Met)
	Level 1 (Standard Not Met)

	Grades three through five
	The student has exceeded the achievement standard and demonstrates advanced progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in future coursework.
	The student has met the achievement standard and demonstrates progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in future coursework.
	The student has nearly met the achievement standard and may require further development to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in future coursework.
	The student has not met the achievement standard and needs substantial improvement to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in future coursework.

	Grades six through eight
	The student has exceeded the achievement standard and demonstrates advanced progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has met the achievement standard and demonstrates progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has nearly met the achievement standard and may require further development to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has not met the achievement standard and needs substantial improvement to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.

	Grade eleven
	The student has exceeded the achievement standard and demonstrates the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has met the achievement standard and demonstrates progress toward mastery of the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has nearly met the achievement standard and may require further development to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.
	The student has not met the achievement standard and needs substantial improvement to demonstrate the knowledge and skills in mathematics needed for likely success in entry-level, credit-bearing college coursework after high school.



Table 3. Current Reporting Achievement Level Labels and Descriptors for the California Science Test
	Grades
	Level 4 (Standard Exceeded)
	Level 3 (Standard Met)
	Level 2 (Standard Nearly Met)
	Level 1 (Standard Not Met)

	Grades five, eight, and once in high school (in either grade ten, eleven, or twelve)
	The student at this level demonstrates a thorough understanding of and ability to apply the knowledge and skills associated with the performance expectations of the California Next Generation Science Standards.
	The student at this level demonstrates an adequate understanding of and ability to apply the knowledge and skills associated with the performance expectations of the California Next Generation Science Standards.
	The student at this level demonstrates a partial understanding of and ability to apply the knowledge and skills associated with the performance expectations of the California Next Generation Science Standards.
	The student at this level demonstrates a minimal understanding of and ability to apply the knowledge and skills associated with the performance expectations of the California Next Generation Science Standards.



Table 4. Proposed Reporting Achievement Level Labels and Descriptors for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and Mathematics and California Science Test
	Grades
	Level 4 (Advanced)
	Level 3 (Proficient)
	Level 2 (Foundational)
	Level 1 (Inconsistent)

	All eligible grade levels
	Students consistently demonstrate advanced grade-level knowledge and skills with deep understanding and a full range of complexity.
	Students consistently demonstrate proficient grade-level knowledge and skills with a broad range of complexity.
	Students demonstrate foundational grade-level knowledge and skills with a limited range of complexity.
	Students demonstrate inconsistent grade-level knowledge and skills.


CDE also plans to propose revisions to the SSRs for 2024–25 to align with the proposed ALDs and labels, as well as other minor technical edits. Aligning the language on the SSRs with the reporting ALDs will support conversations parents may have with their child's teachers. This language will support educators in using assessment results as one of several pieces of information to help identify performance patterns among their students and prioritize system-wide changes. In addition, the CDE will recommend a minor revision to the 2025–26 Initial ELPAC SSRs to the Written Language Skills description for students in kindergarten through grade two to further support parents and guardians in understanding the skills expected for this composite. 
The proposed changes for the 2024–25 Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for ELA and Mathematics and CAST SSRs are as follows:
Page 1:
· Revise the sentence before the list of the four achievement levels to say: “There are four different achievement levels that describe students’ grade-level knowledge and skills.”
· Revise the names of the four achievement levels to “Level 4: Advanced,” “Level 3: Proficient,” “Level 2: Foundational,” and “Level 1: Inconsistent.”
· Remove the dotted line on the chart next to achievement levels.
· Revise the paragraph following the chart and achievement levels to say: “In addition, there is more detailed information about what students know and can do in each performance area, which is reported as one of three categories.”
· The "Near Standard” performance category should be revised to “At or Near Standard.”
Pages 2, 3, and 4:
· The conditional language above the student’s score and achievement level should be revised to align with the new reporting ALDs. For example, it could say, “Jenny demonstrated proficient grade-level knowledge and skills.”
· The dotted line should be removed from the chart next to the student’s score and achievement level.
· The sentence “The arrow represents how far Jenny's score is from reaching the next level” should be removed. 
· The labels “Meets Standard” and “Does Not Meet Standard” to the left of the chart should be removed.
· The sentence “A score of XXXX or higher meets the grade X standard” should be deleted.
· To support understanding of student writing results, the following sentence has been added to the section detailing the student’s Writing Extended Response (essay) results: “For more information, review the Understanding the Smarter Balanced Writing Extended Response Question document at https://CAASPP-ELPAC.org/WER.”
Page 6:
· To facilitate duplex printing of multiple SSRs at a time, a blank page with the message “This page has been intentionally left blank” has been added to the combined ELA, mathematics, and science SSR.
The proposed changes for the 2025–26 Initial ELPAC SSRs are as follows:
Page 2:
· To better describe the Written Language Skills expected for kindergarten through grade two students only, the description should be revised to “How well did your child read a variety of materials; answer questions about what your child read; and write letters, words or sentences that describe a picture?” 
· The previously SBE-approved Written Language Skills description will continue to be used for students in grades three through twelve.
Sample proposed 2024–25 and 2025–26 SSRs are included in Attachment 1 and Attachment 2.
Attachment(s)
· Attachment 1: Sample Proposed Student Score Report for the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments for English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics and the California Science Test (6 pages)
· Attachment 2: Sample Proposed Student Score Report for the Initial English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (2 pages)

