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MEMORANDUM
DATE:	October 15, 2026 
TO:	MEMBERS, State Board of Education	
FROM:	TONY THURMOND, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
SUBJECT:	California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress and English Language Proficiency Assessments for California: 2025–26 Results Release.
Summary of Key Issues
This memo provides a summary of updates on the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) and the English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC), related to the release of the 2025–26 results.
2025–26 Test Results Public Release 
On October 15, 2026, the California Department of Education (CDE) publicly released the 2025–26 CAASPP and ELPAC summary reports.
The 2025–26 CAASPP summary reports include all results for the following assessments:
· Smarter Balanced English Language Arts/Literacy (ELA) and Mathematics
· California Science Test (CAST)
· California Alternate Assessments (CAAs) for ELA, Mathematics, and Science
· California Spanish Assessment (CSA)
The 2025–26 ELPAC summary reports include all results for the following assessments:
· Initial ELPAC
· Initial Alternate ELPAC
· Summative ELPAC
· Summative Alternate ELPAC
The summary reports are available on the Test Results for California’s Assessments website at https://caaspp-elpac.ets.org. The CDE’s news release regarding the release of the 2025–26 CAASPP and ELPAC results is posted on the CDE website at https://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr26/yr26rel44.asp.
Summary of Student Performance
Compared to 2024–25, the percentage of students scoring at the highest levels of performance (Level 3 or Level 4 demonstrating Proficient or Advanced grade-level knowledge and skills) increased in ELA, mathematics, and science. In ELA the increase was 0.5 percentage points, in mathematics the increase was 1.1 percentage points, and in science the increase was 3.3 percentage points. These results are particularly encouraging for Black or African American students and Hispanic or Latino students, who made larger gains than the state average in performance Level 3 and Level 4 in ELA and mathematics.
Students’ performance showed mostly positive score trends across all grades in the post-pandemic years, with larger improvements in more recent administrations.
Average scale scores on the ELA, mathematics, and science assessments continued to increase across most grades. Eighth grade score trends were highest in ELA and mathematics, while high school performance in science showed the largest increase in scores. 
English Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics
ELA and mathematics average scale scores increased across most grades, with the largest increases in grade eight mathematics (+7.7 points) and grade eight ELA (+3.7 points). Grades three and six in ELA showed very slight decreases of 0.7 and 0.6 points respectively. 
For ELA, the percentage of students scoring at Level 3 or Level 4 in 2024–25 was 48.8 percent and increased to 49.3 percent in 2025–26. For mathematics, the percentage of students scoring at Level 3 or Level 4 was 37.3 percent in 2024–25 and increased to 38.4 percent in 2025–26. For Black or African American students, the increase in the proportion of students scoring at Level 3 or Level 4 on all three assessments outpaced the increase of students scoring at Level 3 or Level 4 for all students. Other student groups, including Hispanic or Latino students and socioeconomically disadvantaged students, made improvements in ELA and mathematics that outpaced the general student population compared to last year. 
California Science Test
The strongest statewide performance improvement was in science. The percentage of students scoring at the highest levels of performance, Level 3 or Level 4, increased across grade levels from 32.7 percent in 2024–25 to 36.0 percent in 2025–26. All student groups demonstrated a year over year improvement in Level 3 and Level 4 with Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander, Filipino, and Black or African American students’ gains exceeding the statewide average. Student performance on the CAST increased by 1 to 4 scale score points, depending on the grade.
California Spanish Assessment
The 2025–26 administration was the second operational year for the expanded CSA that included new constructed response items for the Writing domain and the addition of Speaking (for high school only). Overall, 36,768 students took the CSA in 2024–25 while 36,394 students took the CSA in the 2025–26 administration, resulting in a 1 percent decrease in student participation on this optional assessment. The percentage of students scoring at the highest level of performance, Level 3, increased slightly from 9.8 percent in 2024–25 to 10.3 percent in 2025–26.
California Alternate Assessments for English Language Arts/Literacy, Mathematics, and Science
The number of students who took the CAA for ELA increased from 37,676 in the 2024–25 administration to 39,669 in 2025–26. Similarly, there were 37,538 students who took the CAA for mathematics in 2024–25, while 39,517 students took the assessment in 2025–26. For CAA Science, the number of students also increased from 15,137 in 2024–25 to 15,700 in the 2025–26 administration. For the CAAs for ELA and mathematics, the percentage of students who reached Level 3 (the highest level) decreased slightly by 0.6 and 0.2 percentage points, respectively, when compared to the 2024–25 administration. Similarly, CAA for Science showed a slight decrease of 0.9 percentage points in the proportion of students in Level 3. For all three subjects, the average scale scores fluctuated between -2.9 and 0.8 across all grades. 
Initial English Language Proficiency Assessments for California 
For the 2025–26 administration, there were 154,053 students tested. Approximately 23.1 percent of eligible students scored at Initial Fluent English Proficient (Level 3), an increase from 15.6 percent of eligible students who scored at Level 3 for the 2024–25 administration. For the other two levels, 18.9 percent classified as Intermediate ELs (Level 2) and 58.0 percent classified as Novice ELs (Level 1). The majority of the students who took the Initial ELPAC were Hispanic or Latino students at 62.5 percent, followed by Asian students at 22.5 percent. Compared to last year, the percentage of Hispanic or Latino students and Asian students stayed relatively the same. The percentage of socioeconomically disadvantaged students increased slightly from 62.9 to 63.8 percent.
Initial Alternate English Language Proficiency Assessments for California
This was the fourth operational year for the Initial Alternate ELPAC. In 2025–26, 1,067 eligible students took the Initial Alternate ELPAC. About 9.6 percent of eligible students scored at Initial Fluent English Proficient (Level 3), whereas 33.1 percent scored at Intermediate EL (Level 2), and 57.3 percent scored at Novice EL (Level 1). Similar to the Initial ELPAC, Hispanic or Latino students (74.7 percent), followed by Asian students (14.0 percent), were the top two races or ethnicities of the students who took the Initial Alternate ELPAC. More socioeconomically disadvantaged students (73.2 percent) than non-socioeconomically disadvantaged students (26.8 percent) took the Initial Alternate ELPAC.
Summative English Language Proficiency Assessments for California
For the Summative ELPAC, the number of students tested in 2025–26 decreased by 8.8 percent compared to the 2024–25 school year (950,197 and 866,667, respectively). Changes in the average scale scores on the Summative ELPAC ranged from -1.7 to +8.8 when comparing 2025–26 to 2024–25 results, with improvements for most grade levels except for those in kindergarten and grade two which have a 1.7 and 0.1 point decrease in the average scale scores, respectively. The percentage of students reaching Well Developed (Level 4) decreased slightly by 0.1 percentage points (15.5 percent last year to 15.4 percent this year). The proportion of students scoring at Beginning to Develop (Level 1) decreased from 23.6 to 21.2 percent, while Somewhat Developed (Level 2) and Moderately Developed (Level 3) both increased slightly at around 1 percentage point each.
Summative Alternate English Language Proficiency Assessments for California
For the Summative Alternate ELPAC, the number of students tested increased by 7.5 percent at 17,515, compared to the 2024–25 school year total of 16,297. Overall, average scale scores on the Summative Alternate ELPAC decreased for all grades. The percentage of students reaching Fluent English Proficient (Level 3) also decreased from 19.3 percent in 2024–25 to 15.3 percent in 2025–26. For the two remaining levels, Intermediate EL (Level 2) increased slightly from 40.8 to 41.5 percent, while Novice EL (Level 1) increased from 39.9 to 43.2 percent.
Attachment(s)
None.
