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MEMORANDUM
DATE:	October 15, 2026
TO:	MEMBERS, State of Education
FROM:	TONY THURMOND, State Superintendent of Public Instruction
[bookmark: _Hlk125643758]SUBJECT:	Update on the Implementation of the Local, State and Federal Accountability and Continuous Improvement System: Local Control Funding Formula Eligibility for Differentiated Assistance for Districts, County Offices of Education, and Charter Schools
Summary of Key Issues
In conjunction with the release of the California School Dashboard (Dashboard) the California Department of Education (CDE) is providing this update to the State Board of Education (SBE) on local educational agencies (LEAs), which are county offices of education (COEs), districts, and charter schools, that are eligible for differentiated assistance. Differentiated assistance is a requirement under the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) and using new eligibility criteria adopted by the SBE in July 2026, the determinations are based on LEAs’ performance on three years of Dashboard results (2024, 2025, and 2026).
This is the first year that the LCFF Assistance Status data file will be released based on an accelerated deadline of October 15, pursuant to the requirement of California Education Code (EC) Section 52064.5(f)(2). This statute advanced the release by one month compared to the 2025 Dashboard release on November 13, 2025. With this new timeframe, the assessment and accountability data is being released at the same time and provides LEAs with the opportunity to:
· begin data-informed planning earlier,
· prepare for a single, unified release of performance information,
· streamline communication with boards, staff, and local communities, and
· leverage local data to support students and program changes sooner.
With the October 15 release of the Dashboard, the 2026 LCFF Assistance Status data file is also now available and will be updated in two supplemental releases as follows:
1. October 15, 2026: Release of the LCFF Differentiated Assistance data file for LEAs eligible through Method 1 (the two methods are described below). 
2. November 15, 2026: First supplemental release which updates the Differentiated Assistance data file with LEAs eligible for Direct Technical Assistance (DTA) based on the 2026 Dashboard.
3. December 15, 2026: Second supplemental release which updates the Differentiated Assistance data file to include Method 2 – LEAs that have schools that have not exited Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) within four years. A SBE Information Memorandum will be shared with Method 2 and DTA results at that time. Note: The Universal Support Priority data file (based on one year of data using new differentiated assistance criteria) will be released as a stand-alone data file and the SBE will receive a separate Information Memorandum about this new statutory requirement.
This memorandum provides an overview of the new 2026 differentiated assistance eligibility criteria and the impact for COEs, districts, and charter schools. The memorandum also provides an analysis of the number of student groups meeting the state indicator criteria, geographic distribution, and student group performance. Note: due to the extensive changes in eligibility criteria for differentiated assistance, comparisons to prior year’s eligibility are not recommended.
Background
California’s public-school accountability system is designed to reinforce the expectation that every school and LEA can improve while also ensuring additional support is provided to LEAs that need it. It also intentionally focuses on assisting the LEAs receiving support to build the necessary capacity to improve student outcomes.
[bookmark: _Hlk121550439]Under the LCFF, LEAs are eligible for differentiated assistance based on their performance on the Dashboard which is available at https://www.caschooldashboard.org/. Differentiated assistance is intended not only to help the LEA address the underlying causes that led to its eligibility for assistance, but also to strengthen the LEA’s overall ability to evaluate the effectiveness of strategies and programs and adjust, as appropriate, to improve student outcomes.
2026 Differentiated Assistance Criteria 
At the July 2026 SBE meeting, the SBE adopted new criteria for differentiated assistance. This new criteria applies to districts, charter schools, and COEs beginning with the 2026 Dashboard. Information regarding implementation of the newly adopted differentiated assistance eligibility criteria and communication plan is detailed in the August 2026 SBE Information Memorandum, which can be found at https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/pn/im/documents/aug26memosscrb01.docx.
The new differentiated assistance criteria are as follows:
· The same student group has two or more of the same Red (or for ELPI, Red or Orange) state indicators in each of the last three Dashboard years (2024, 2025, and 2026).
In past years, there have been different criteria for districts/COEs than for charter schools. Starting with the 2026 Dashboard, the criteria are the same for all districts, COEs, and charter schools.
In addition to the new differentiated assistance criteria, there are several other significant changes to differentiated assistance determinations:
· Addition of a New Student Group – Beginning with the 2026 Dashboard, a new student group, the All Students group, will be used in differentiated assistance determinations. This brings the total number of students used in determinations to 15.
· Years of Support – LEAs eligible for differentiated assistance will enter a three-year cycle and receive support for all three years.
· Local Indicators – Local indicators are no longer used in differentiated assistance determinations.
· California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System (CALPADS) Technical Assistance – Under the updated framework, LEAs that do not submit timely, accurate, and complete CALPADS data will no longer qualify for differentiated assistance based on their CALPADS reporting. Instead, these LEAs will receive technical assistance focused on improving the timeliness, accuracy, and completeness of their CALPADS submissions. This shift from differentiated assistance to technical assistance distinguishes the types of assistance LEAs need: differentiated assistance addresses student outcomes reflected on the Dashboard, while technical assistance addresses the data management practices needed to ensure CALPADS data are timely, accurate, and complete. For more information, please visit the CALPADS technical assistance web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/sp/cl/calpadsta.asp.
· Importantly, for the 2026–27 fiscal year, COEs are required to provide support to school districts eligible for differentiated assistance based on the 2025 Dashboard and pursuant to EC Section 52071(h), regardless of eligibility in 2026. Likewise, the CDE is required to provide support to COEs eligible based on the 2025 Dashboard pursuant to EC Section 52071.5(d). This ensures that districts and COEs who met the 2025 eligibility criteria, who would have received two years of differentiated assistance support under the prior framework, are still receiving their final year of support. A separate file for LEAs meeting this distinction for year 2 support will also be released. 
Differentiated Assistance Eligibility Methods
Based on the new criteria, eligibility for differentiated assistance is based on either:
1. Student group performance in the last three Dashboard years (Method 1), or
2. LEAs that have schools that have not exited CSI within four years (Method 2) (available in December 2026)
Student Groups Used for Differentiated Assistance Determinations
Table 1 provides student groups used in LCFF differentiated assistance determinations and the corresponding abbreviation.
Table 1: Student Group Abbreviations and Descriptions
	Student Group
Abbreviation
	Description

	ALL
	All Students

	AA
	African American

	AI
	American Indian

	AS
	Asian

	EL
	English Learners

	FI
	Filipino

	FOS
	Foster Youth

	HI
	Hispanic

	HOM
	Homeless

	LTEL
	Long-Term English Learners

	PI
	Pacific Islander

	SED
	Socioeconomically Disadvantaged

	SWD
	Students with Disabilities

	TOM
	Two or More Races

	WI
	White


Fiscal Analysis (as appropriate)
In addition to the eligibility criteria changes, the funding mechanism to support LEAs was also updated. Pursuant to California EC Section 2575.35, COEs will receive funding commencing with the 2026–27 fiscal year to assist school districts and charter schools. The Universal and Targeted Assistance Grant (UTAG) is intended to improve outcomes for LCFF state priorities identified in the LCAP pursuant to California EC sections 52060 and 52066 and may be used for activities including providing differentiated assistance. The UTAG funding replaces the previous differentiated assistance funding formula, which was primarily based on the size and number of district and charter schools identified for differentiated assistance.
Table 2 provides for 2026–27, COEs will generate UTAG funding consisting of the components in this table.
Table 3 provides the calculation for each UTAG funding component beginning in 2027–28, including how Base Funding, the Average Daily Attendance (ADA) Grant, and the Stability Grant are determined.
Details of the funding calculation can be found on the Funding Rates and Information web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/pa/ratesandinfo.asp.
Table 2: Funding for County Offices of Education to Provide Support to Districts for 2026–27
	Universal and Targeted Assistance Grant Components
	FY 2026–27 Calculation Details

	Base Funding
	$500,000

	ADA Grant
	The COE’s prior fiscal year Operations ADA Grant Amount multiplied by 15.12%

	Stability Grant
	The COE’s 2025-26 total Differentiated Assistance Funding, less the COE’s current year UTAG Base Funding and ADA Grant. If the result is negative, the Stability Grant is zero.


Table 3: Funding for County Offices of Education to Provide Support to Districts for 2027–28 and Beyond
	Universal and Targeted Assistance Grant Components
	FY 2027–28 and Forward Calculations Details

	Base Funding
	The prior fiscal year’s base funding adjusted for the current year’s LCFF cost-of-living adjustment (COLA).

	ADA Grant
	The COE’s prior fiscal year Operations ADA Grant Amount multiplied by 15.12%

	Stability Grant
	The COE’s prior year UTAG funding, less the COE’s current year UTAG Base Funding and ADA Grant. If the resulting figure is positive, it is multiplied by 87% to determine the Stability Grant. If it is negative, the Stability Grant is zero.


Pursuant to California EC Section 2575.35(e), the ADA Grant and Stability Grant components of a single district county’s UTAG funding is allocated to the Geographic Lead Agency of the region in which the single district county is located based on the table available on the Geographic Lead Agencies - Title I, Part A web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/t1/crss.asp. Single district counties will receive the Base Funding component.
Overview of the 2026 Differentiated Assistance Determinations Results
The 2026 Dashboard provides communities with transparent and meaningful information about performance from the 2025–26 academic year of districts, schools, and COEs through specific state indicators. Table 4 provides an overview of the state indicators used in the 2026 Differentiated Assistance determinations, showing each abbreviation alongside its corresponding description.
Table 4: State Indicator Abbreviations Used in the 2026 Differentiated Assistance Determinations
	State Indicator Abbreviation
	Indicator Description

	Chronic
	Chronic Absenteeism

	ELA
	English Language Arts

	Math
	Mathematics

	ELPI
	English Learner Progress

	Susp
	Suspension Rate 

	Grad
	Graduation Rate

	CCI
	College/Career


To ensure that parents, community members, and educators are well-informed of the information on the 2026 Dashboard, the CDE provides the following resources which are accessible on the Dashboard Communications Toolkit web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/dashboardtoolkit.asp:
· Flyers for Parents (and Those New to the Dashboard)
· Flyers for Educators
· On-Demand Recordings and Notetaking Guide
· Talking Points
· Additional Resources
Statewide System of Support's Role and Responsibilities for Differentiated Assistance
The California Statewide System of Support continues to provide technical assistance, resources, and support to address the changing needs of LEAs to improve student outcomes, including those districts, COEs, and charter schools eligible for differentiated assistance. The Geographic Lead Agencies specifically have the role and responsibility of assisting COEs in building their capacity to provide differentiated assistance to districts and charter schools. Additionally, LEAs receive services and support from various expert lead agencies (i.e. Community Engagement Initiative, Special Education Resources Leads, and Geo-Regional Experts for Multilingual Students). More information about the expert lead agencies and system of support initiatives can be found on the CDE California's Statewide System of Support webpage under the SSOS Initiative tab at https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/sw/t1/csss.asp.
LEA Eligibility for Differentiated Assistance
Based on the new differentiated assistance criteria, 144 or 6.5% percent of LEAs are eligible for differentiated assistance under LCFF. Please note that the criteria for 2026 differentiated assistance determinations are different from prior years, and, as a result, the 2026 results should not be compared to prior year results.
The data file, 2026 LCFF LEA Assistance Status Spreadsheet, contains the assistance status for all LEAs and is available on the Local Control Funding Formula web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/.
Table 5 provides a summary of the number of LEAs eligible under Method 1 and 2.
Table 5: COEs, Districts and Charter Schools Eligible to Receive Differentiated Assistance by Method
	Method
	Number and Percent of 
COEs 
Eligible 
	Number and Percent of Districts 
Eligible
	Number and Percent of Charter Schools Eligible

	Method 1
	12 (20.7%)
	74 (7.9%)
	58 (4.8%)

	Method 2
	N/A*
	N/A*
	N/A*


*Differentiated assistance determinations based on Method 2 – LEAs that have schools that have not exited CSI within four years – will be available in December 2026.
Table 6a provides the number of districts and COEs with the number of student groups meeting the Method 1 criteria (e.g., two districts/COEs are eligible based on nine student groups meeting the Method 1 criteria for differentiated assistance).
Table 6a: LEAs Eligible to Receive Differentiated Assistance by Student Group
	# of Student Groups that Met the State Indicator Criteria
	Number of COEs that Met Method 1
	Number of Districts that Met Method 1
	Number of Charter Schools that Met Method 1

	10
	0
	0
	1

	9
	2
	0
	0

	8
	1
	0
	0

	7
	1
	0
	1

	6
	0
	0
	1

	5
	0
	0
	3

	4
	0
	0
	2

	3
	3
	1
	7

	2
	3
	14
	11

	1
	2
	59
	32


Across the 2024, 2025, and 2026 Dashboards, Table 6b provides the top three student groups meeting the differentiated assistance criteria in the highest frequency by LEA type.
Table 6b: Top Three Student Groups Meeting Method 1 Criteria for COEs, Districts, and Charter Schools
	COEs
	Districts
	Charter Schools

	· Long-Term English Learners
	· Students with Disabilities
	· Hispanic

	· All Students
	· Long-Term English Learners
	· Students with Disabilities

	· Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
	· English Learners
	· Socioeconomically Disadvantaged


Geographic Distribution of Districts and County Offices of Education Eligible for Differentiated Assistance
The districts and COEs eligible for differentiated assistance are geographically diverse and located in 36 of California’s 58 counties.
In Table 7, under the header “Number of Entities,” two numbers are provided. The first number indicates the number of districts and COEs in the county eligible for differentiated assistance. The second number, in parentheses, indicates the number of districts and COEs in the county (note: COEs are included in both counts). Counties with an asterisk are single district counties. Both the county and district receive a Dashboard report because each entity serves a distinct set of schools. Therefore, both the county and district may be eligible for differentiated support and, conversely, one may be eligible and the other may not.
The charter schools eligible for differentiated assistance are geographically diverse and located in 23 of California’s 58 counties.
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Table 7: Number of Districts and County Offices of Education Eligible to Receive Differentiated Assistance, by County
	County Name
	Number of Entities
	County Name
	Number of Entities
	County Name
	Number of Entities

	Alameda
	3 (19)
	Marin
	2 (18)
	San Mateo
	2 (24)

	Alpine*
	0 (2)
	Mariposa*
	0 (2)
	Santa Barbara
	0 (21)

	Amador*
	0 (2)
	Mendocino
	1 (13)
	Santa Clara
	6 (32)

	Butte
	1 (14)
	Merced
	2 (21)
	Santa Cruz
	2 (12)

	Calaveras
	1 (5)
	Modoc
	0 (4)
	Shasta
	0 (25)

	Colusa
	0 (5)
	Mono
	0 (3)
	Sierra*
	0 (2)

	Contra Costa
	3 (19)
	Monterey
	3 (25)
	Siskiyou
	0 (25)

	Del Norte
	0 (2)
	Napa
	0 (6)
	Solano
	2 (7)

	El Dorado
	1 (16)
	Nevada
	0 (10)
	Sonoma
	3 (38)

	Fresno
	5 (32)
	Orange
	3 (29)
	Stanislaus
	4 (26)

	Glenn
	0 (9)
	Placer
	1 (17)
	Sutter
	1 (13)

	Humboldt
	1 (31)
	Plumas
	0 (2)
	Tehama
	1 (14)

	Imperial
	2 (17)
	Riverside
	2 (24)
	Trinity
	0 (10)

	Inyo
	0 (7)
	Sacramento
	2 (14)
	Tulare
	1 (44)

	Kern
	3 (47)
	San Benito
	0 (12)
	Tuolumne
	0 (12)

	Kings
	1 (14)
	San Bernardino
	5 (34)
	Ventura
	1 (20)

	Lake
	2 (7)
	San Diego
	4 (43)
	Yolo
	0 (6)

	Lassen
	0 (11)
	San Francisco*
	2 (2)
	Yuba
	0 (6)

	Los Angeles
	8 (80)
	San Joaquin
	3 (15)
	N/A
	N/A

	Madera
	1 (10)
	San Luis Obispo
	1 (11)
	N/A
	N/A
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Table 8: Number of Charter Schools Eligible to Receive Differentiated Assistance, by County
	County Name
	Number of Charter Schools
	County Name
	Number of Charter Schools
	County Name
	Number of Charter Schools

	Alameda
	0 (41)
	Marin
	0 (2)
	San Mateo
	1 (13)

	Alpine
	0 (0)
	Mariposa
	0 (1)
	Santa Barbara
	0 (15)

	Amador
	0 (0)
	Mendocino
	0 (11)
	Santa Clara
	6 (55)

	Butte
	1 (18)
	Merced
	0 (3)
	Santa Cruz
	1 (13)

	Calaveras
	0 (1)
	Modoc
	0 (0)
	Shasta
	0 (15)

	Colusa
	0 (0)
	Mono
	0 (1)
	Sierra
	0 (0)

	Contra Costa
	4 (21)
	Monterey
	0 (7)
	Siskiyou
	0 (2)

	Del Norte
	0 (2)
	Napa
	0 (2)
	Solano
	0 (11)

	El Dorado
	0 (13)
	Nevada
	1 (12)
	Sonoma
	1 (52)

	Fresno
	1 (36)
	Orange
	1 (43)
	Stanislaus
	1 (25)

	Glenn
	0 (4)
	Placer
	0 (16)
	Sutter
	0 (8)

	Humboldt
	1 (14)
	Plumas
	0 (1)
	Tehama
	0 (4)

	Imperial
	0 (3)
	Riverside
	1 (30)
	Trinity
	0 (1)

	Inyo
	1 (1)
	Sacramento
	5 (53)
	Tulare
	1 (20)

	Kern
	0 (16)
	San Benito
	0 (2)
	Tuolumne
	0 (2)

	Kings
	1 (13)
	San Bernardino
	5 (53)
	Ventura
	1 (12)

	Lake
	0 (3)
	San Diego
	6 (116)
	Yolo
	0 (7)

	Lassen
	1 (3)
	San Francisco
	1 (13)
	Yuba
	0 (6)

	Los Angeles
	12 (336)
	San Joaquin
	4 (50)
	N/A
	N/A

	Madera
	0 (11)
	San Luis Obispo
	0 (3)
	N/A
	N/A




Student Group Distribution of COEs, Districts, and Charter Schools Eligible for Differentiated Assistance
The following three tables provide the number of COEs (Table 9), Districts (Table 10), and Charter Schools (Table 11) eligible for differentiated assistance by state indicator.
Table 9: COEs – Differentiated Assistance Results by State Indicator
	Indicator
	ALL
	AA
	AI
	AS
	EL
	FI
	FOS
	HI
	HOM
	LTEL
	PI
	SED
	SWD
	TOM
	WH
	Total

	Chronic
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	ELA
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2

	Math
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	2

	ELPI
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	2
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	3
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	5

	Susp
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	4

	Grad
	7
	3
	0
	0
	4
	0
	3
	4
	6
	7
	0
	6
	6
	0
	2
	48

	CCI
	6
	2
	0
	0
	5
	0
	3
	4
	5
	7
	0
	6
	4
	0
	2
	44

	Total
	15
	6
	0
	0
	12
	0
	6
	9
	12
	17
	0
	13
	12
	0
	4
	106


Table 10: Districts – Differentiated Assistance Results by State Indicator
	Indicator
	ALL
	AA
	AI
	AS
	EL
	FI
	FOS
	HI
	HOM
	LTEL
	PI
	SED
	SWD
	TOM
	WH
	Total

	Chronic
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	5

	ELA
	1
	1
	1
	0
	11
	0
	0
	2
	10
	19
	0
	2
	28
	0
	0
	75

	Math
	1
	0
	1
	0
	8
	0
	2
	2
	9
	18
	0
	3
	32
	0
	0
	76

	ELPI
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	7
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	5
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	12

	Susp
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	4
	0
	0
	10

	Grad
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	4

	CCI
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	4

	Total
	2
	2
	2
	0
	27
	0
	6
	4
	24
	43
	0
	6
	70
	0
	0
	186


Table 11: Charter Schools – Differentiated Assistance Results by State Indicator
	Indicator
	ALL
	AA
	AI
	AS
	EL
	FI
	FOS
	HI
	HOM
	LTEL
	PI
	SED
	SWD
	TOM
	WH
	Total

	Chronic
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	4

	ELA
	4
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	4
	0
	5
	0
	3
	11
	0
	2
	31

	Math
	5
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	6
	0
	4
	0
	4
	13
	0
	3
	36

	ELPI
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	12

	Susp
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Grad
	16
	3
	0
	1
	8
	0
	0
	19
	3
	4
	0
	18
	11
	1
	6
	90

	CCI
	16
	3
	0
	1
	4
	0
	0
	17
	3
	3
	0
	16
	9
	1
	4
	77

	Total
	42
	8
	0
	2
	22
	0
	0
	47
	6
	20
	0
	42
	45
	2
	15
	251




