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ELA/ELD Framework Webinar Series: 
Purposes and Goals

• Recenter the ELA/ELD Framework as our primary guide for 
language and literacy policy and practice.

• Share knowledge about key content in the ELA/ELD 
Framework.

• Establish a foundation for successful and sustained 
implementation of the practices and systems promoted in the 
ELA/ELD Framework.



Recentering California’s ELA/ELD Framework
Webinars Series 2023–24 

• September 26: Overview
• October 10: Foundational Skills
• November 14: ELD and 

Multilingual Programs
• December 12: Language 

Development
• January 9: Meaning Making

• February 13: Effective 
Expression

• March 12: Content Knowledge
• April 9: Assessment & 

Intervention
• May 14: Systems & the 

California Literacy Roadmap



Agenda

1. Welcome and Opening Remarks
2. Content Knowledge Theme: Overview
3. Content Knowledge in Elementary School
4. Content Knowledge in Middle and High School
5. Content Knowledge Theme: Explore and Discuss
6. Closing & Next Steps



Outcomes

• Understand the “big ideas” of the Content Knowledge theme 
in the ELA/ELD Framework.

• Identify sections in the ELA/ELD Framework that guide 
content knowledge instruction in grades TK–12.

• Determine next steps for using the ELA/ELD Framework to 
expand knowledge and enhance practices to support 
students’ content knowledge.



Guiding Questions

During the session, think about the following questions, 
and take notes, as needed.

1. What is resonating with you? What are you excited to 
hear?

2. What are some key points everyone you work with 
should know about? What do you want to remember?

3. What questions do you have?



Webinar Series Developers

Dr. Hallie Yopp Dr. Pam Spycher Nancy Brynelson Dr. Bonnie Garcia



Content Knowledge Theme: Overview



The ELA/ELD Framework 
is …

California’s Conceptual 
Model 

for Comprehensive and 
Integrated Literacy

Link to Long Description

Figure 2.1 The ELA/ELD Framework Circles of Implementation



Content Knowledge: Our Charge

“Students establish a base of knowledge across a wide range of 

subject matter by engaging with works of quality and substance. 

They become proficient in new areas through research and 

study. They read purposefully and listen attentively to gain both 

general knowledge and discipline-specific expertise. They refine 

and share their knowledge through writing and speaking” (CA 

CCSS for ELA/Literacy, 6, CDE 2013).



A Concrete Example (1)
Earth is likely to cross a critical threshold for global warming within the next decade, 
and nations will need to make an immediate and drastic shift away from fossil fuels 
to prevent the planet from overheating dangerously beyond that level, according to 
a major new report released on Monday.
The report, by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a body of experts 
convened by the United Nations, offers the most comprehensive understanding to 
date of ways in which the planet is changing. It says that global average 
temperatures are estimated to rise 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) 
above preindustrial levels sometime around “the first half of the 2030s,” as humans 
continue to burn coal, oil and natural gas. 

- Excerpt from "Climate Change Is Speeding Toward Catastrophe. The Next 
Decade Is Crucial, U.N. Panel Says." Brad Plumer, New York Times, 10/13/23



A Concrete Example (2)

How can the content knowledge needed to 
engage meaningfully with this text be developed?



How is content knowledge best developed?
• Having science, history/social science, visual and performing arts, 

and health education in the school schedule
• Reading and writing complex texts in a variety of disciplines
• Reading volume, inside and outside of school
• Emphasizing content area learning from the earliest years
• Hands-on learning, play, field trips, virtual experiences, explorations 

and inquiries, projects, discussions, written texts, speeches, 
demonstrations, presentations, visual and performing arts, 
podcasts, lectures …



Content Knowledge: The Goal and Path

• Reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and language are tools 
for acquiring, constructing, and 
conveying content knowledge.

• Content knowledge is necessary 
for engaging meaningfully and 
proficiently in complex literacy 
tasks.



Supporting Content Knowledge Development:
Snapshots (1)

Snapshots 3.6 and 4.3



Supporting Content Knowledge Development:
Snapshots (2)

Snapshots 5.5 and 7.1



Supporting Content Knowledge Development:
Vignettes (1)

Vignettes 6.3 and 6.4



Supporting Content Knowledge Development:
Vignettes (2)

Vignettes 7.3 and 7.4



Content Knowledge in 
Elementary School



Key Points
• A reciprocal relationship exists between literacy and language development 

and content knowledge.

• Content area instruction should be given adequate time in the school day, 
including during the earliest years of schooling, and all learners should have 
full access to content area instruction.

• Content area instruction should include attention to literacy and language 
development in the subject matter along with subject-matter appropriate 
pedagogy (e.g., hands-on investigations, explorations, inquiries, projects, 
demonstrations, and discussions).

• The Framework calls for an integrated and interdisciplinary approach.



Integrated and Interdisciplinary 
Approach

Snapshots 3.3, 3.4, 3.9, and 3.11



Supporting Knowledge Development: 
Wide Reading

• Teachers provide a wide range 
of texts to broaden students' 
knowledge and interests.

• Teachers select texts carefully 
to build content knowledge.

• Children also have the 
opportunity to pursue texts of 
their choice. Figures 2.2 and 4.10



Supporting Knowledge Development:
Informational Text (1)

Figure 3.15



Supporting Knowledge Development: 
Informational Text (2)

"Replacing texts with other sources of information—in 
spite of the intention to ensure access to the curriculum—
limits students' skill to independently learn with texts in 
the future. In other words, instruction should be provided 
that enables all students to learn with texts alongside 
other learning experiences [inquiry and hands-on 
experiences, teacher presentations and demonstrations, 
class discussions, and audio and visual media]." (414)



Supporting Knowledge Development:
Writing

Informational text written by a first grader (Figure 3.29, p. 243)



Supporting Knowledge Development:
Research (1)

Writing Standard 7
• Participate in shared research and writing projects (K–2)
• Conduct short research projects that build knowledge 

about a topic. (3)
• Conduct short research projects that build knowledge 

through investigation of different aspects of a topic. (4)
• Conduct short research projects that use several 

sources to build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. (5)



Supporting Knowledge Development:
Research (2)

Research projects
• Foster motivation
• Provide authentic reasons to make use of 

and expand language and literacy skills as 
children explore, communicate, use text 
resources, write, and present

• Promote content knowledge development 
as children discover and make connections 
between existing and new knowledge



Content Knowledge in 
Middle and High School



Disciplinary Literacy (1)

Scientists, historians, mathematicians, and language arts 
experts “call on particular ways of using spoken and written 
language as well as a range of multimodal representations” 
(Coffin & Derewianka, 2009; O’Halloran, 2005; Unsworth, 2008).

Figure 6.7, p. 532



Disciplinary Literacy (2)

Figure 7.12, pp. 700–701

Examples of the 
ways in 
which reading, 
writing, and language 
are used to build 
knowledge and 
communicate ideas 
in the disciplines.



Engaging with Literary & Informational Texts (1)

Informational texts provide 
rich opportunities for literacy 
development, including 
vocabulary and language 
development, as well 
as critical thinking.

Snapshot 6.4, p. 563



Engaging with Literary & Informational Texts (2)
• Literature as a discipline & 

content area
• Samples of Paired Literary 

& Informational Texts 
Figure 7.13, pp. 706–08

• Research-Based Learning 
Techniques (Study Skills) 
Figure 7.14, pp. 709–10



Engaging in Research (1)
"Opportunities to engage in research contribute to students' 

content knowledge." Chapter 7, p. 710

• Writing standards require students to 
• Conduct short (W.6–8.7)/sustained research projects (W.9–12.7)
• Gather relevant information (W.6–8.8); use advanced searches 

effectively and assess the usefulness of each source (W.9–10.8); 
assess the strengths and limitations of each source and integrate 
information into the text (W.11–12.8)

• Model School Library Standards identify a number of 
competencies that can support students in their research 
efforts.



Engaging in Research (2)
Engaging in research provides 
rich opportunities for students to 
develop deep content 
understandings & disciplinary 
literacy knowledge and skills. 
In Snapshot 6.11, students 
investigate a science topic & 
learn to read & write arguments 
in science, work collaboratively, 
& develop their English 
language proficiency.Snapshot 6.11, pp. 631–33



Engaging in Research (3)
Implications for the CAASPP in Grades 6–8 and 11

Essay scores are reported on a 4-point scale for each of three areas: 
Organization & Purpose; Development & Elaboration; & Conventions.

Claim
Percent of Items

by Claim

Reading 38.5
Listening 15.4

Writing 26.9

Research 19.2

Combined 
Claims

Score Report 
Performance Areas

Reading and 
Listening 53.9

Writing and 
Research 46.1



Wide Reading
Becoming Broadly Literate – Chapter 2
• Wide and Independent Reading, p. 56–57
• Planning an Independent Reading Program, pp. 57–58
• Reading Aloud, pp. 58–60

Planning for Wide Reading – Chapters 6 and 7
• Grades 6–8, pp. 537–38
• Grades 9–12, p. 712



Content Knowledge Theme: 
Explore and Reflect



Activity: 
Explore and Reflect

Directions:
1. Open the “Content Knowledge Guidance" document 

provided in the chat.
2. Choose a grade level or topic you’re interested in.

Click on the link to go to the chapter. Explore away!



Questions and Answers



Figure 2.1 The ELA/ELD Framework Circles of Implementation

ELA/ELD Framework

Link to Long 
Description



Closing & Next Steps



Recentering California’s 
ELA/ELD Framework

Upcoming Webinars: 3:30–4:45 p.m.

• April 9: Assessment & Intervention

• May 14: Systems for Implementation & the California Literacy 
Roadmap



Contacts

Bonnie Garcia
Statewide Literacy Co-Director
bogarcia@cde.ca.gov
916-445-7098

Nancy Brynelson
Statewide Literacy Co-Director
nbrynelson@cde.ca.gov
916-445-2426

mailto:bogarcia@cde.ca.gov
mailto:nbrynelson@cde.ca.gov


CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Tony Thurmond, State Superintendent of Public Instruction

Thank you!



Circles of Implementation Long Description
The outer ring: Overarching 
goals
• Readiness for college, 

careers, and civic life 
• Attained the capacities of 

literate individuals 
• Become broadly literate
• Acquired the skills for living 

and learning in the 21st 
century 

Inner field: Context in which 
instruction occurs:
• Integrated
• Motivating
• Engaging
• Respectful
• Intellectually challenging



Circles of Implementation Long Description (2)

Orbiting the center: Key Themes 
of the ELA/Literacy Standards
• Meaning Making
• Language Development
• Effective Expression
• Content Knowledge
• Foundational Skills 

Center:
• CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy
• CA ELD Standards

Return to slide 9
Return to slide 40
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