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The following key messages are meant to inform families about the new California Mathematics Framework for California Public Schools: Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve (Mathematics Framework).
What Has Changed in the Mathematics Framework and Why:
· The Common Core State Standards for Mathematics, which describe “what” students learn, have not changed. The 2023 Mathematics Framework gives teachers and educators guidance on teaching and learning math in an equitable and engaging way. You can think of the framework as the “how to” manual for the math standards.
· We know that all of our children are capable of math achievement at much greater levels than reflected by current test scores, and we believe that every child can learn math. Statewide test results show that about a third of all students met or exceeded the math standards in 2024–25. This is lower than the 40 percent of students who met or exceeded the math standards in 2018–19, before the COVID-19 pandemic. What is concerning are the differences between test scores for White and Asian students compared to other student groups.
· Prior to the pandemic, fewer than 30 percent of students in each student group—except White or Asian students—met or exceeded the standards.
· Scores for all student groups, including White and Asian students, declined between 2019 and 2024. Efforts to improve math achievement since 2022 have increased student test scores, but we want to make sure that every child’s achievement in math reflects their potential and supports them to thrive.
How Educators Use Mathematics Framework to Design Learning Opportunities: 
· The Mathematics Framework guides educators in designing math lessons. It is also meant to help parents and guardians understand the math their students learn. It also supports school and community partners with discussions of system structures and materials for all learners.
· Using the framework, teachers guide students toward understanding the major math concepts in each grade level. These are called Big Ideas. Teachers also use the framework to guide students toward proficiency in the content standards. The Big Ideas evolve into more complex math concepts throughout the elementary and middle school grade levels. This helps students build a strong foundation for success in high school level math courses.
· The framework helps teachers design lessons that start with real-world math questions, provide opportunities for students to learn and practice math skills, and deepen their understanding of essential math concepts.
