[bookmark: _Toc520471989]California Department of Education
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc520713749][bookmark: _Toc520890773][bookmark: _Toc520892766][bookmark: _Toc521398828][bookmark: _Toc521400991][bookmark: _Toc521920530][bookmark: _Toc521935416][bookmark: _Toc522525063][bookmark: _Toc69390949][bookmark: _Toc216941321]Invitation to Submit
Literacy Professional Development Programs
The Literacy Professional Development Programs opportunity is authorized by Assembly Bill 121, Section 15 (Statutes of 2025) of the Education Omnibus Budget Trailer Bill
Deadline for Intent to Submit: 
Friday, January 12, 2026, 4 p.m.*
Deadline for Submissions: 
Friday, February 20, 2026, 4 p.m.*
Administered by the
Professional Learning Support Division 
California Department of Education
1430 N Street, Suite 4309
Sacramento, CA 95814–5901
Phone: 916-322-9503
FAX: 916-319-0136





*Timeline subject to change.    
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[bookmark: _Toc216941322]Introduction—Invitation to Submit
The California Department of Education (CDE) invites professional development (PD) providers to submit programs for California State Board of Education (SBE) approval for use by local educational agencies (LEAs) for training transitional kindergarten through grade five (TK‒5) educators on effective means of teaching literacy. For the purposes of this document, the term “professional development” or “PD” also encompasses “professional learning.”
This opportunity is authorized by Assembly Bill 121, Section 15 (Statutes of 2025) of the Education Omnibus Budget Trailer Bill, which added Section 33319.6 to the California Education Code (EC). EC Section 33319.6 directs the SBE to approve and the CDE to post on its internet website, no later than September 30, 2026, criteria and guidance for the selection or development of in-service PD programs for effective means of teaching literacy in TK‒5, inclusive, with a list of in-service PD programs that have been deemed to meet those criteria.
This Invitation to Submit incorporates applicable statutes, regulations, policies, and components of the criteria and guidance approved by the SBE. However, this document is not a comprehensive guide. Participating PD providers must thoroughly review EC Section 33319.6 (LegInfo); the Criteria and Guidance for the Selection or Development of Literacy PD Programs (Appendix A), the Literacy PD Programs Evaluation Rubric (Appendix B), all California guidance documents linked via this Invitation to Submit, and all related information issued by the SBE and the CDE, including the Literacy PD Programs web page.
[bookmark: _Toc216941323]Funding for Literacy Professional Development
LEAs purchase programs directly from PD providers. Assembly Bill 121 appropriates $200 million in funding to be allocated to LEAs from the 2026–27 fiscal year to the 2029–30 fiscal year, inclusive. Funding will be made available for the purposes of training certificated and classified staff who provide literacy instruction, or who support any teacher who provides literacy instruction, to students in grades TK‒5, using the PD programs that meet the criteria and guidance approved by the SBE. Funds will be apportioned to LEAs in an equal amount per full-time equivalent certificated staff who teach students in grades TK‒5 using the data submitted through the California Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System as of October 2025. An LEA may use the apportioned funds to provide PD opportunities using a program from the SBE-approved list, or a program not on the list, including an LEA-developed program, provided that the program aligns to the SBE-approved criteria. In addition to this allocation, LEAs may also choose to use other funding sources to provide professional learning opportunities.
[bookmark: _Toc216941324]Criteria and Guidance for Professional Development Programs
The Criteria and Guidance for the Selection or Development of Literacy PD Programs (Appendix A) was approved by the SBE on November 5, 2025, and is available on the Literacy PD Programs web page. PD providers are advised to review the document in its entirety to ensure that the program intended for submission aligns with the criteria.
California's approach to literacy instruction is grounded in evidence-based practices from decades of research applicable to its diverse student population, including students with disabilities and multilingual learners. As stated in the Criteria and Guidance for the Selection or Development of Literacy PD Programs, Literacy PD must align to California state guidance, including the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework, the California Dyslexia Guidelines, and the English Learner Roadmap.
In order for PD programs to successfully prepare educators to implement evidence-based strategies for effective means of teaching literacy, programs must be grounded in the best evidence regarding effective learning for educators. In-service PD for teaching literacy follows the precepts of effective, evidence-based PD, aligned to the SBE-approved Quality Professional Learning Standards (QPLS). The QPLS identify the characteristics of professional learning that are most likely to support educators in building individual and collective capacity to meet professional, school, and student performance expectations.
[bookmark: _Toc216941325]Submission Process for Professional Development Providers
Each PD program should be submitted separately. The PD Provider may include supplemental materials with the submission. 
To participate in this approval process, PD providers must make various submissions in accordance with a specific timeline. Please visit the CDE Literacy PD Programs web page for a complete and up-to-date Literacy PD Programs Timeline.

Submission Timeline**
	Due Date
	Items Due
	Note

	January 12, 2026
	Intent to Submit:
· Intent to Submit Form
· Documentation for fee reduction, if applicable
	Follow the instructions on the Intent to Submit Form.
CDE will communicate via email regarding fee reduction, if applicable, as Intents to Submit are received.

	February 13, 2026
	Provider Fees and Payment:
· PD program fees
	Follow the instructions on the Intent to Submit Form.

	February 20, 2026
	Literacy PD Program Submission:
· Literacy PD Program Submission Survey
· PD Program materials
	Follow the instructions on the Literacy PD Programs Submission Survey


** This timeline is subject to change. Please regularly consult the Literacy PD Programs webpage for updates.
[bookmark: _Toc216941326]Intent to Submit
PD providers must submit the online Literacy PD Programs Intent to Submit Form (Appendix C) no later than 4 p.m. on January 12, 2026. Completion of this form is required for PD programs to be considered for approval and will aid the CDE in preparing for the review process. Completing the Intent to Submit Form does not require a PD provider to ultimately submit a PD program.
The primary contact listed on the Intent to Submit Form will receive an automated email with confirmation that the form was received and with instructions for fee payment. If the primary contact does not receive an acknowledgement email, contact the Professional Learning Support Division at PD@cde.ca.gov for confirmation of receipt.
In the Intent to Submit Form, the PD provider will be asked to provide information for a primary contact, as well as a fiscal contact. PD providers will also be asked to complete a self-assessment checklist to ensure that the program intended for submission meets all the SBE-approved criteria. 
If applying for a fee reduction, this will be indicated through the Intent to Submit Form.
[bookmark: _Toc216941327]Provider Fees and Payment
The CDE assesses a fee to participating non-LEA providers using the information provided in their Intent to Submit Form. The provider will indicate if it is an LEA and exempt from the fee, a small provider and will apply for reduced fees, or if neither, that it will be assessed the standard fee. Information about LEAs and reduced fees is included in this section. The standard fee for participation is $10,000 for each program submission.

Small PD program providers may be eligible for a reduction of the participation fees. EC Section 33319.6, subsection (e), defines a small PD program provider as: 
· Independently owned or operated,
· Having 20 or fewer employees, together with its affiliates, and
· Having average annual gross receipts of $2 million or less over the previous three years.
To apply for a fee reduction, the provider must submit documentation to the CDE for each of the following:
· A tax filing statement of earnings for the most recent three fiscal years,
· A statement verifying the number of full-time employees excluding contracted employees, and
· A statement verifying that the small provider is independently owned or operated.
LEAs (i.e. school districts, county offices of education, charter schools, or state special schools) that submit PD programs for review, either as a standalone PD program provider or in a partnership that includes only LEAs, shall be exempt from paying a fee.
Providers that submit reduced fee documentation should not send any payment until a fee determination has been received by the provider via a separate CDE communication. 
Providers not requesting a reduced fee may submit the $10,000 payment at any time, but no later than the February 13, 2026, deadline.
All participating providers must deliver a check payable to the “California Department of Education” with the notation “LPD-Index 0590/PCA 25818.”
Mail the check payment directly to the CDE Cashier Office at the following address:
California Department of Education
Cashier Office
P.O. Box 515006
Sacramento, CA 95851-5006

All participating providers must email to PD@cde.ca.gov documentation (e.g. mail return receipt, tracking information) showing fees were sent by February 13, 2026. 

The fee shall be payable by the PD program provider even if the PD provider subsequently chooses to withdraw one or more PD programs from review. A submission by a PD program provider shall not be reviewed until the fee has been paid in full. 
[bookmark: _Toc216941328]Literacy Professional Development Program Submission
Participating PD providers must submit the following no later than 4 p.m. on 
February 20, 2026:
· Literacy PD Programs Submission Survey (online)
· Evidentiary Materials (via Box.com)
[bookmark: _Toc216941329]Submission Survey
The Literacy PD Submission Survey (Appendix D) is available on the CDE Literacy PD Programs web page. The primary contact listed on the submission survey will receive an automated email with confirmation that the survey was received. If the primary contact does not receive an acknowledgement email, contact the Professional Learning Support Division at PD@cde.ca.gov for confirmation of receipt. 
In the Literacy PD Program Submission Survey, the PD provider will be asked to provide information for a primary contact, as well as a fiscal contact, and to name any partners associated with the submission. PD providers will also be asked for basic program information, including program title, description, format, time requirement, and pricing structure. 
Additionally, approved PD providers agree to the following obligations:
1. Submission of an annual report at the end of each fiscal year, which shall include, but not be limited to:
· Identification of which programs are utilized by each participating LEA
· Details regarding implementation
· Outcome measures and related data
2. Provision of additional data upon request: The CDE reserves the right to request program-related data at any time, beyond the annual reporting requirements, to support monitoring, evaluation, and compliance activities.
3. Participation in surveys, research studies and evaluations conducted by or on behalf of the CDE to assess the effectiveness of statewide literacy initiatives.
The timing, format, and specific requirements for these obligations will be established and communicated by the CDE. Continued compliance with these requirements shall be a condition of ongoing approval.
If the program is approved, this information may be posted to the CDE web page as part of an informational overview.
PD providers will have an opportunity to demonstrate that the program submitted for review meets each required criterion by providing both of the following:
· Detailed Narrative Response: Each response must describe how the PD program submission addresses the evaluation criterion. 
· Citations of Evidentiary Materials: The citations must clearly identify the location(s) in the accompanying evidentiary materials in which the criterion is addressed. Citations are considered to be exemplars rather than an exhaustive list but should provide sufficient evidence to clearly demonstrate coverage of all parts of each criterion statement. All citations must reference item number, title, and page numbers or other location indicators so that they may be easily located by reviewers (e.g. Item 2: Slide Deck A, slides 3-4).
Prior to composing responses, carefully review the SBE-approved Criteria and Guidance for the Selection or Development of Literacy PD Programs (Appendix A) and the Literacy PD Programs Evaluation Rubric (Appendix B). The rubric was developed in alignment with the SBE-approved criteria. Both documents are available on the Literacy PD Programs web page. The evaluation rubric is intended for use by PD providers interested in submitting literacy PD programs for SBE approval, as well as the SBE, CDE, and review committee in the review and approval process.
All accompanying materials must be documented on the Evidentiary Materials Form (Appendix E), which will be uploaded to the submission survey. See the section below for information on submitting evidentiary materials.
Literacy PD providers submitting programs for state approval are responsible for ensuring that each response is thorough, and citations of evidentiary materials are clear. Submissions will be evaluated based solely on the information and citations provided in the submission survey.
[bookmark: _Toc216941330]Evidentiary Materials
The default format for submitting evidentiary materials is through Box. The primary contact listed on the Literacy PD Programs Submission Survey will receive an email with instructions to upload evidentiary materials into the program’s Box folder. Box submissions must be received by February 20, 2026.
If providers plan to provide direct links to any evidentiary materials, please be sure that all online materials will be accessible to multiple reviewers simultaneously. Provide clearly labeled URLs and any needed instructions and/or login information on a hyperlinked document and submit this via the program’s Box folder. Do not include links directly in the body of the survey responses, as the formatting may not transfer. CDE is not responsible for any broken or otherwise nonfunctioning links. Please email PD@cde.ca.gov with any questions or concerns specific to the sharing of online materials.
Hard copy submissions will only be accepted in rare circumstances and require advanced written approval from the CDE Professional Learning Support Division. To request approval for hard copy submissions, email PD@cde.ca.gov. If granted, CDE will then send instructions for mailing materials. Any approved hard copy submissions must also be received by CDE by February 20, 2026.
Providers will be asked to upload an Evidentiary Materials Form (Appendix E) at the end of the submission survey. Please list all evidentiary materials cited in the survey responses. List each material only once, even if it is cited in multiple responses. Please contact the Professional Learning Support Division at PD@cde.ca.gov with any questions.
Shortly after the submission deadline, the CDE may notify PD providers of missing materials, and providers must remedy any problems. Major submission errors or failure to respond on a timely basis to CDE requests may result in disqualification of a submission. CDE will not be held responsible for materials that are not appropriately labeled or submitted.
PD providers may not change or modify PD program submissions after the submission deadline. After the submission period closes, any changes or modifications to content may result in disqualification from consideration for approval, unless the changes or modifications are made pursuant to SBE direction. Upgrades to materials that do not contain content changes do not require SBE approval.
[bookmark: _Toc216941331]Review Process
The overall review process will proceed as follows: 
· PD providers submit the PD Programs Submission Survey and all accompanying evidentiary materials to the CDE. 
· A review committee evaluates the literacy PD programs submitted using the Literacy PD Programs Evaluation Rubric. The review committee arrives at a consensus regarding each submission and develops a tentative list of PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria. If a consensus is not possible, then there will be a vote by the review committee members. 
· A program shall not be approved if it demonstrates ‘No Evidence’ for any required criterion. Additionally, a program shall not be approved if it receives a designation of ‘Minimal Evidence’ for all criteria within Area 1 or Area 2. This restriction does not apply to the optional criterion.
· The CDE posts online a tentative list of literacy PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria and that will be recommended for approval by the SBE. 
· Applicants may appeal the review committee's determination not to include a PD program on the tentative list of literacy PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria and that will be recommended for approval by the SBE. Appeals are limited to the grounds that the review committee failed to correctly apply the criteria in the Literacy PD Program Evaluation Rubric. The appellant must file a written appeal, including the issue(s) in dispute and the basis for and the evidence to support the appeal position. The CDE will not consider incomplete or late appeals. The appellant may not supply any new materials that were not contained in the original submission. The Division Director of the Professional Learning Support Division will evaluate the appeal and will make the final decision in writing as to whether the PD program will be included on the tentative list recommended for approval by the SBE within six weeks from the date that appeals are due to CDE. That decision shall be the final administrative action afforded the appeal. 
· The CDE takes public comment in writing concerning the tentative list of literacy PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria and that will be recommended for approval by the SBE. 
· At a public Board meeting, the SBE considers the review committee’s proposed list of PD programs that meet the SBE-approved criteria and any public comment and decides whether to approve each individual literacy PD program on the proposed list. All decisions regarding whether to approve a particular program are entirely within the discretion of the SBE. 
[bookmark: _Toc216941332]Contact with Reviewers
The review committee will consist of multiple reviewers with expertise in evidence-based literacy instruction, English language development, and the precepts of effective PD. Committee members will be required to attest that they do not have a conflict of interest.
PD providers and their representatives may not communicate with reviewers or review facilitators about anything related to the literacy PD materials submitted for approval during the review and approval process from February through September 2026. Reviewers and facilitators must report any inappropriate contact to the CDE. Such inappropriate contact may lead to corrective action, including disqualification of the PD provider, reviewer, and/or facilitator, from further participation in the approval process.
The only exceptions to the above provisions are that reviewers and facilitators may contact PD providers for technical assistance in using electronic materials; and PD providers may communicate with the Professional Learning Support Division at PD@cde.ca.gov with any questions.
[bookmark: _Toc216941333]Web Posting
Following reviewer deliberations, the CDE will post a list of literacy PD programs recommended for SBE approval. Results from the review may be shared publicly either on the CDE web page or at the SBE meeting. Following final approval by the SBE, the CDE will post the list of approved programs to the Literacy PD Programs web page. CDE may use information from the Literacy PD Programs Submission Survey to create an informational overview for each approved program. Please contact the Professional Learning Support Division at PD@cde.ca.gov with any changes, including changes to pricing, between the 2026–27 and 2029–30 fiscal years, so that any posted information may be updated accordingly.
[bookmark: _Toc216941334]Student Data Privacy
Any application materials submitted for consideration by the review committee, including those submitted under the Optional Criterion (evidence of a positive impact on student and/or educator outcomes), will be considered public records and may be produced by the CDE in response to a request for public records. Accordingly, any student data included in any application materials submitted for consideration must be properly de-identified in accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 34 CFR 99.31(b). In addition, if an LEA chooses to purchase a PD program on the list of SBE-approved programs, the PD program may be required by the LEA to agree to comply with state and federal privacy and confidentiality requirements pertaining to students' education records. 
[bookmark: _Toc216941335]California Department of Education Contact
Please visit the CDE Literacy PD Programs web page for the most current information. 
PD providers should direct questions about the Literacy PD Programs submission and review process to:
Professional Learning Support Division
PD@cde.ca.gov
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