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Program Summary:
The Amplify California Language Arts: CKLA and ELA with Language Studio program includes the following print and digital components: Teacher Guides, Student Consumable Activity Books, Student Consumable Poet’s Journals, Cursive Activity Books, Student Readers, Assessment Guides, Take-Home Pages, Skills Ancillaries, Quest Materials, Spelling Cards, Code Posters, Image Cards, Trade Books, Student Licenses, Teacher Licenses.
Recommendation:
Amplify California Language Arts: CKLA and ELA with Language Studio is recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade eight (K–8) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy) and the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), meets the rest of the criteria in category 1, and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade levels in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	K
	Print: Teacher Guide Skills 9; Lesson 1; Sound/Spelling Review; p. 16
	RF.K.1d, RF.K.3a, RF.K.3b

	1.1
	1
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 1; Skills Units; Skills 4; Teacher Guide; Lesson 10; Reading; p. 126
	RF.1.3a, RF.1.3b, RF.1.3d, RF.1.3e, RF.1.3f, RF.1.3g

	1.1
	2
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 2; Knowledge Domains; Knowledge 10; Standards Support Resources: Standards Support Resources: Writing an Opinion Piece About a Trade Book
	W.2.1

	1.1
	3
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 3; Units; Unit 1; Teacher Guide; Lesson 1; Baseball Game; pp. 47–48
	RF.3.3c, RL.3.1

	1.1
	4
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 4; Units; Unit 3; Teacher Guide; Lesson 3; Reading Skill: Point of View; pp. 52–55
	RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RL.4.6, RF.4.4a, W.4.8

	1.1
	5
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 5; Units; Unit 4; Activity Book; Lesson 4.6; pp. 47–50
	W.5.1a, W.5.1b, SL.5.3

	1.1
	6
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 6; English Language Arts Grade 6; Unit 7: Ancient Greeks: Myths, Mortals, and Monsters; Sub-Unit 4: Unit Essay; Lesson 1, Sub-Unit 4: Gathering Evidence and Creating an Outline; Screens 7–13
	W.6.1a, W.6.1d, W.6.4, W.6.9a

	1.1
	7
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 7; Unit 4: Explore Poetry: Structures and Symbols; Sub-Unit 2: The New Colossus; The Sonnet Lesson 2: Sub-Unit 2; Screen 8; Teacher Moves; Sonnet Form.pdf
	RL 7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.6

	1.1
	8
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 8; English Language Arts Grade 8; Unit 2: Frankenstein: The Monster Within; Sub-Unit 1: Gris Grimly’s Frankenstein; Lesson 11: Sub-Unit 1; Screens 10–15
	SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b, SL.8.3, W.8.1c

	1.2
	K
	[bookmark: _Int_KcDnC0yi]Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade K; Language Studio; Language Studio 8; Standards Support Resources: ELD.PI.K.10 Teacher Resource (Lesson 8 Writing a Story)
	PI.K.10.Em, PI.K.10.Ex, PI.K.10.Br

	1.2
	1
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 1; Language Studio; Language Studio 5; Teacher Guide; Lesson 4; Vocabulary Building; pp. 36–38
	PI.1.1.Em, PI.1.1.Ex, PI.1.1.Br, PI.1.6.Em, PI.1.6.Ex, PI.1.6.Br, PI.1.12b.Em, PI.1.12b.Ex, PI.1.12b.Br

	1.2
	2
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 2; Language Studio; Language Studio 3; Teacher Guide; Lesson 7; Looking at Language; pp. 62–64
	PII.2.4.Em, PII.2.4.Ex, PII.2.4.Br

	1.2
	3
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 3; Language Studio; Language Studio 1; Teacher Guide; Lesson 2; Talk Time: Your Opinion About Mole and Rat; pp. 19–20
	PI.3.3.Em, PI.3.3.Ex, PI.3.3.Br, Pl.3.5.Br

	1.2
	4
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 4; Language Studio; Language Studio 1; Teacher Guide; Lesson 2; Talk Time Section: Brainstorming Personal Events; pp. 21–22
	PI.4.1.Em, PI.4.1.Ex, PI.4.1.Br, Pl.4.2.Br

	1.2
	5
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 5; Language Studio; Language Studio 2; Teacher Guide Lesson 10: Adapting Language Choices; pp. 88–90
	PI.5.4.Ex, PI.5.4.Em, PI.5.4.Br

	1.2
	6
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 6; Language Studio Grade 6; The Secret of the Yellow Death: Examining the Evidence (Unit 3); Activating Lesson 1: Cycle 1; Screens 4–5
	PI.6.5.Em, PI.6.6b.Ex, PI.6.6b.Br

	1.2
	7
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 7; Language Studio Grade 7; Dickinson & Poe: Uncanny Narrators (Language Studio for Unit 2); Activating Lesson 1: Cycle 1; Screen 11
	PI.7.1.Ex, PI.7.3.Ex, PI.7.5.Ex, PI.7.11b.Em

	1.2
	8
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 8; Language Studio Grade 8; Douglass and Lincoln: Voices of Freedom (Language Studio for Unit 3); Activating Lesson 1: Cycle 1; Screen 11
	PI.8.1.Ex, PI.8.3.Em, PI.8.5.Em, PI.8.12a.Em

	1.11
	8
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Additional Instructional Material: Grades 6–8 Beyond the Lesson Toolkit
	Flexible toolkit for Tier 1 and Tier 2 instruction across seven domains

	1.14
	2
	Print: Teacher Guide Skills 3; Lesson 5; Team Spelling Bee; pp. 75–76
	Spelling practice for words with common sounds/spellings that often confuse students

	1.15
	3
	Print: Teacher Guide Unit 2; Lesson 4; Language; Morphology; pp. 111–12
	Rubrics and writing samples by genre and grade level

	1.17
	K–8
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Implementation Guide; Implementation Guide; Implementation Guide: Supporting Documents; Student Writing Samples
	Rubrics and writing samples by genre and grade level

	1.22b
	K–8
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Intervention Resources; Intervention Resources; Intervention Toolkit; Resources: The Amplify Literacy Intervention Toolkit
	Intervention support organized by literacy skills and aligned to the Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS)


This program provides comprehensive, standards-aligned instruction across grades K–8, integrating foundational literacy skills, embedded supports for diverse student typologies, and flexible Tier 1 and Tier 2 MTSS-aligned interventions. Digital and print tools support districts and educators’ efforts to evaluate students’ growth and promote equitable student outcomes. Educators may benefit from additional tools to support organizing writing (Grades 5–8) and utilizing data from ELD assessments.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	4
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 4; English Language Arts Overview; Grade 4 Pacing Guide
	Pacing guides outline 180 days of instruction and include pauses for assessment

	2.6
	5
	Print: Teacher Guide Unit 6; Introduction; pp. 1–3
	Connection to the CA CCSS for Literacy in History/Social Studies by exploring how Native Americans interacted with the US government during the 1800s

	2.9
	K
	Print: Teacher Guide Skills 6; Lesson 4: Foundational Skills; pp. 61–65
	Repeated practice with the /s/ and /z/ sounds

	2.12f
	7
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 7; Language Studio Grade 7; Novel Study: Ghost (Language Studio for Unit 6); Cycle 2 Lesson 1; Screens 3–5
	Illustration and text activate prior knowledge and prepare for the reading

	2.12g
	2
	Print: Teacher Guide Knowledge 7; Lesson 1; p. 15
	Turn and talk to practice collaborative conversations and respond in complete sentences


This program’s embedded lessons align with the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and integrate history/social studies standards. These connections support students in building content knowledge, academic vocabulary, and comprehension of complex texts. The curriculum provides a coherent progression of skills with sustained opportunities to develop reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language acquisition. The pacing supports steady skill development while allowing teachers to monitor progress and provide targeted support when needed.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	2
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 2; Knowledge Domain; Digital Assessments; Domain 9 Assessment
	Multiple methods of assessing what students have learned

	3.1b
	4
	Print: Teacher Guide Unit 2; Establish Small Groups; p. 93
	Provides guidance on making decisions about instructional practices like establishing small groups

	3.3
	K–8
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; mCLASS
	Resources through the mClass landing page provide guidance on use of diagnostic screening assessments and progress monitoring for targeted intervention

	3.6
	5
	Print: Teacher Guide Unit 1; Pausing Point; pp. 338–46
	Guidance for differentiated next steps based on formative assessment data


This program includes a variety of ELA assessments that provide teachers with multiple opportunities and methods to measure student learning across reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Guidance for using mCLASS diagnostic screening data supports teachers in identifying student needs and planning targeted interventions. A potential area for growth is providing additional guidance on how to use assessment data for English Language Learners based on students' English proficiency levels to inform instructional decisions and provide more targeted support for multilingual learners.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.1
	8
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 8; Language Studio Grade 8; Deep Dive Fiction; Frankenstein: The Monster Within; Cycle 1 Lesson 4; Screen 9; Student Supports
	Suggestions for differentiation supports are provided for students at different proficiency levels, newcomers, and students with disabilities

	4.2
	K
	Print: Teacher Guide Skills 5; Lesson 1; Warm-up; pp. 16–17
	Explicit phonetic awareness instruction is taught with multisensory supports (images, gestures, sounds)

	4.2
	8
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; mCLASS plus Boost; mCLASS; Resources: Learn About Home Connect; Generate mCLASS DIBELS 8 Home Connect Letters
	Letters to students’ homes in various home languages can be generated providing information on screening results

	4.3a
	4
	Print: Teacher Guide Unit 1; Lesson 1; Brainstorm Memories; pp. 30–32
	Students draw on their personal experiences to learn paragraph structure

	4.3b
	1
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 1; Language Studio; Language Studio 4; Teacher Guide; Lesson 1 Cross-Linguistic Connections; p. 7
	Students are instructed to draw on their knowledge of compound words in their primary language to better understand compound words in English

	4.3c
	3
	Print: Teacher Guide Unit 4; Pausing Point 1; p. 199 (first bullet)
	Students are instructed to use school-approved online databases and digital platforms to further learning


The exemplars demonstrate strong support for diverse learners through differentiated instruction for varying language proficiency levels, including newcomers and students with learning disabilities. They promote universal access with multiple teaching strategies, digital and multimedia resources, and asset-based learning that values students' backgrounds. Family engagement resources further strengthen learning by supporting students both in the classroom and at home.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	4
	Print: Teacher Guide Unit 6; Pausing Point; pp. 342–345
	Additional support and extension opportunities, including materials necessary for lesson adjustments

	5.3
	8
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 8; English Language Arts Grade 8; Unit 3; Sub-Unit 4: The Gettysburg Address Lesson 1: Sub-Unit 4; Screen 20
	Integrated ELD for various levels provides access to grade-level content

	5.6
	3
	Print: Teacher Guide Unit 2; Lesson 5; Lesson Overview and Lesson at a Glance; pp. 114–118
	Lesson standards, formative assessment, materials, and universal access

	5.8
	K
	Print: Teacher Guide Skills 5; Lesson 1; Lesson at a Glance; p. 13
	Lesson materials

	5.11
	6
	Digital: Amplify California Language Arts; Grade 6; English Language Arts Grade 6; Unit 5; Unit Reading Assessment: Assessment; Resources: G6 U5 Unit Reading Assessment–Teacher Rationale; Tables 2–5; pp. 4–15
	Answer key and rationale


Teacher Guides and Implementation Guides provide a clear instructional pathway, including pacing, scope and sequence, standards, lesson focus, assessment, and differentiation aligned with MTSS and Universal Access. Criterion 5.21 is met; however, additional guidance for grades 6–8 combination classes may strengthen implementation. For Criterion 5.10, consistently including author background and text context for each reading selection may better prepare students and support comprehension.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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