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Program Summary:
The Amplify California Language Arts: CKLA program includes the following: Teacher Guides (TG), Implementation Guide (IG), General American English Learner Support Guide, Transition and Learning Center Cards, Flip Books, Big Book, Image Cards, Posters, Trade Books, Teacher License, Student Consumable Activity Books.
Recommendation:
Amplify California Language Arts: CKLA is recommended for adoption in transitional kindergarten (TK) because the instructional materials support teaching to the specified Foundational Language Subdomain of the California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations (PTKLF) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Foundations
The program supports teaching to the PTKFL Foundations for TK in alignment with the evaluation criteria of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework and the content of the PTKLF. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations for Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Foundations

	1.1
	TK
	TG, Domain 4 Animals, Lesson 1, Listening & Learning, Extension Activity, p. 56
	TK.LS1.7, TK.R3.1, TK.R3.2, TK, R3.3

	1.7
	TK
	TG, Domain 2 Families, Lesson 10, pp. 173–176
	Balance of folktales and non-fiction literature
Ample practice for students to build book handling knowledge
Discussions around how things are done similarly/differently around the world

	1.7
	TK
	TG, Domain 1 All About Me, Lesson 13, pp. 229–232
	Balance of folktales and non-fiction literature
Ample practice for students to build book handling knowledge
Discussions around how things are done similarly/differently around the world

	1.9e
	TK
	TG, Domain 1 All About Me, Lesson 9, pp. 154–156
	Sensory center extensions to expand academic content
Pictures provided for story sequencing

	1.16
	TK
	TG, Domain 1 All About Me, Lesson 9, Listening and Learning, pp. 154–156
	Support for students to make text-to-self connections
Modeling and support for student writing
Shared writing around common experiences (e.g., field trip)

	1.22a
	TK
	TG, Domain 6, Pausing Point 1, Skills Review, pp. 186–189
	Plenty of playful opportunities to practice vocabulary learned
Rigorous instruction coupled with playful environment
Use of bracelets to retell stories


The program provides guidance for instructing on PTKLF that is guided by research on listening, speaking, vocabulary development, and writing instruction through play-based learning. Oral language development is supported through intentional implementation of read alouds and playful learning opportunities.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.7
	TK
	IG, Program Organization, Meeting the Framework, pp. 6–8
	Teacher guidance to implement program
Program follows PTKLF

	2.9
	TK
	TG, Domain 2, Learning Center, House Dramatic Play Center, pp. 20–24
	Play-based centers aligned to content taught

	2.12b
	TK
	TG, Domain 1, Introduction, Learning Centers and Transitions, pp. 4–6
	Balance between teacher directed and student directed learning

	2.12b
	TK
	Center Cards, Doctor’s Office (Domain 1)
	Balance between teacher directed and student directed learning

	2.12g
	TK
	TG, Domain 2, Lesson 6, Listening & Learning, Extension Activity, My Tradition (Learning Center), pp. 151–152
	Conversations between:
Student to student, teacher to student, and groups of students to teacher


The program demonstrates a clear strength in organization through both program and lesson design. It addresses language and knowledge development with sufficient depth and consistency through the read aloud lessons. Teachers are provided guidance to implement play-based learning.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	TK
	TG, Domain 4, Pausing Point, Student Performance Task Assessment, Listening & Learning Task Assessment, Animal Identification, p. 174
	Variety of assessments

	3.1d
	TK
	TG, Domain 1, Domain Assessment, pp. 299–305
	Portfolio preparation, task assessments

	3.4
	TK
	TG, Domain 4, Pausing Point 1, Student Performance Task Assessment, Skills Task Assessment, Clapping Syllables, p. 173
	Formative assessment

	3.6
	TK
	Digital Platform, Support, Progress Report
	Progress report


The program provides clear guidance for collecting and communicating student learning through multiple forms of assessment. The assessment types include observational and direct assessements. Assessment tools include student portfolios, skill task assessments, and domain assessments.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	TK
	TG, Domain 2, Lesson 2, Skills, Small Group 2, pp. 66–67
	Fine motor skills, prewriting skills

	4.3a
	TK
	TG, Domain 5, Lesson 6, Skills, Small Group 1, Differentiation sidebar, p. 139
	Phonemic awareness, multiple scaffolding ideas

	4.4
	TK
	General American English Learner Support Guide, p. 9
	Oral language development

	4.5
	TK
	TG, Domain 1, Pausing Point 2, Skills Review, Additional Skills Activities, Shaving Cream Line Art, p. 295
	Skills in various modalities


The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing various accommodations and activities to promote effective instruction for all students. It acknowledges the various strengths TK students possess and encourages teachers to teach towards those strengths. The General American English Learner Support Guide provides detailed information about the varieties of English usage in the classroom and how teachers can support students towards standard academic English fluency/usage.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	TK
	TG, Domain 1, Pausing Point 1, Student Performance Task Assessment, Skills Task Assessment, Nursery Rhyme Recitation, p. 133
	Guidance to check for understanding

	5.6
	TK
	TG, Domain 1, Contents
	Structured daily schedule

	5.8
	TK
	TG, Domain 2, Learning Center, House Dramatic Play Center, Staging the Learning Center, p. 21
	Naturalistic observations

	5.12
	TK
	Student Consumable Activity Book, Volume 1, Domain 1, Lesson 1, Activity p. 1-1 All About Me: Family Letter 1
	Specific literacy suggestions


The program provides explicit guidance to assess students' progress through playful learning opportunities. A structured daily schedule supports consistency. It also facilitates assessment opportunities during learning centers. Family letters have specific  literacy suggestions.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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