This advisory recommendation has not been approved by the Instructional Quality Commission or the State Board of Education
Review Panel Advisory Report 
2026 English Language Art/English Language Development Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption
	Publisher/Developer
	Program
	Program Type and Grade Level(s)

	Benchmark Education Company
	MAXLiteracy
	Program Type 2, Grades K–5


Program Summary:
The MAXLiteracy program includes the following: MaxLiteracy (MaxLit), MaxLanguage (MaxLang), Online Program (OP), Teacher’s Edition (TE), Student Books (SB), Texts, Assessments (Assmt), and more.
Recommendation:
MAXLiteracy is recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade five (K–5) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	K
	MaxLit OP; TE; Unit (U) 1; Week (W) 3; Day (D) 2; Lesson (L) 7
	RL.K.1, RL.K.3, RL.K.7, RL.K.10, SL.K.2, ELD.PI.K.12

	1.1
	1
	MaxLit OP; TE; U1; W1; D1; L2
	L.1.1a, RF.1.3, RF.1.3g, ELD.PIII.1

	1.1
	2
	MaxLit OP; TE; U1; W1; D4; L12
	ELA: RL.2.1, SL.2.1, SL.2.1a, SL.2.2; ELD: ELD.PI.2.5

	1.1
	3
	MaxLit OP; TE; U4; W3; D5; L14
	ELA: RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.3, RL.3.4, L.3.1h, L.3.4a, L.3.5a; ELD: ELD.PI.3.12

	1.1
	4
	MaxLit OP; TE; U3; W2; D4; L11
	ELA: RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3; ELD: ELD.PI.4.6, ELD.PI.4.12

	1.1
	5
	MaxLit OP; TE; U8; W4; D2; L3
	ELA: L.5.4b, RF.5.3a, RF.5.4a, SL.5.4b; ELD: ELD.PI.5.6, ELD.PIII.5

	1.2
	K
	MaxLang OP; TE; U2; W2; D2; L2
	ELD.PI.K.1, ELD.PI.K.6

	1.2
	1
	MaxLang OP; TE; U6; W2; D1; L1
	ELD.PI.1.1, ELD.PI.1.12; RF.1.2, SL 1.1

	1.2
	2
	MaxLang OP; TE; U3; W4; D1; L1
	ELD.PI.2.1, ELD.PI.2.5, ELD.PI.2.12, ELD.PII.2.3, ELD.PII.2.4

	1.2
	3
	MaxLang OP; TE; U4; W3; D5; L5
	ELD.PI.3.12, ELD.PII.3.3, ELD.PII.3.4

	1.2
	4
	MaxLang OP; TE; U3; W2; D5; L5
	ELD.P.I. 4.1, ELD.PI.4.5, ELD.PI.4.10, ELD.PI.4.12

	1.2
	5
	MaxLang OP; TE; U2; W1; D3; L3
	ELD.PI.5.1, ELD.PI.5.7, ELD.PI.5.11, ELD.PII.5.1, ELD.PII.5.3

	1.3
	4
	MaxLit OP; TE; U5; W2; D2; L5
	Cross-linguistic connections review similarities and differences between pronouns in students’ home languages and in English

	1.5
	3
	MaxLit OP; TE; U3; W2; D5; L14
	Professional Development (PD) tab: Ask Questions to Deepen Understanding

	1.10
	1
	MaxLit OP; TE; U3; W4; D5; L11
	Lesson connects foundational skills introduction that explicitly supports orthographic mapping through systemic practice connecting graphemes to phonemes.

	1.14
	5
	MaxLit OP; TE; U5; W2; D5; L13
	Explicit instruction of spelling, including explicitly teaching morphological patterns

	1.20
	2
	MaxLit OP; TE; U2; W1; D5; L15
	Routines to promote relevant academic discussion: Turn and Talk Protocol, Agree, Disagree, Add More Protocol, Thumbs Up, Meet Up Protocol


This program demonstrates strengths in integrating ELA/ELD standards across K–5, with breadth and depth of spiraling skills. These include modeling, routines, and protocols for literacy and language development, for example schema-building, attention to language, built-in routines and scaffolding protocols. Strengths include an assets-based approach, cross-linguistic transfer, as well as newcomer supports. Authentic texts are rigorous, yet accessible. Collaborative activities are well integrated.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	K
	MaxLit OP; Instruct Plan Tools; 180 Planner for CA
	Unit Pacing Guide including ELA, ELD, and Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Tier 2/3

	2.8
	3
	MaxLit OP; TE; U5; W1; D3; L10
	Introduce Determining Reliability; Evaluate Websites in Groups

	2.12a
	2
	Max Lit OP; TE; U1; W2; D5; L15
	Unit 1, Week 2 Formative Assessment Form

	2.12c
	1
	Max Lit OP; TE; U1; W1; D3; L10
	Unit 1, Week 1 Introduce Opinion Writing

	2.13
	4
	MaxLit OP; TE; U1; Unit Overview; ELA Content Learning Outcomes
	CA CCSS across the unit column

	2.15
	K
	MaxLit OP; TE; U5; W1; What I Need Now (WINN) Time, Foundational Literacy; High-Frequency Words (HFW)
	WINN Foundational Literacy Lesson for Tier 2/3 support of HFW


This program provides 180 days of coherent ELA and ELD instruction with planning documents that clearly identify pacing and standards. Lessons develop media and technology literacy through purposeful engagement with print, digital, and multimedia resources. Formative assessments address multiple proficiency levels and provide next steps. Standards-aligned support materials and sample student responses across genres strengthen instruction and student learning.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1b
	1
	MaxLit OP; TE; U1; W1; D1; L3
	Formative Assessment: students engage in collaborative conversations during a gallery walk of writing. Teacher observation is used to guide instructional next steps.

	3.2
	4
	MaxLit OP; U2; W4; D5; L15
	Summative Assessment: lesson building to an end of unit performance task where students create a story board.

	3.3
	1
	MaxLit OP; TE; Progress Monitoring Assessments
	Diagnostic Assessments: provides ongoing progress monitoring for tiers 2 and 3 on High Frequency Words, Nonsense Word Fluency, Oral Reading Fluency, and Phoneme Segmentation Fluency

	3.6
	1
	MaxLang OP; TE; U2; W1; D5; L5
	Tools to Assess and Analyze student data: clear differentiation and guidance for English Learners at different proficiency levels, including newcomers, are embedded.


The program provides clear guidance for using assessment data to determine student progress and drive instructional next steps. There are formative, summative, diagnostic, and progress monitoring tools for educators to consistently assess what students know and are able to do. All MTSS tiers are supported and screening opportunities to identify students who may be at risk of reading difficulties are included. Opportunities for differentiation and progress monitoring across English proficiency levels are evident.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.1
	4
	MaxLang OP; TE; U4; W2; D4; L4
	Differentiated supports for all ELD proficiency levels; embedded formative assessment

	4.2
	1
	MaxLit OP; TE; U3; W4; D1; L2
	Use of Total Physical Response (TPR) for student participation in discussion; sentence frames; embedded text in stories with visual supports

	4.3c
	5
	MaxLit OP; TE; U7; W1; WINN Time/What I need to Know; Word Study, Fluency & Morphology; Decoding/Reading: Irregular Past Tense Verbs
	Build word routines; differentiation for those who need reteaching, maintaining, and extending

	4.4
	K
	MaxLit OP; TE; U1; W4; D1; L1
	Explicit attention to differences between home language and Standard English; support for academic language structures

	4.7
	1
	MaxLit OP; TE; U1; W4; D1; L1
	Extension activities to challenge above-grade level students to accelerate learning


The program addresses access and equity through the use of clearly defined pathways for differentiation. This includes opportunities for extension and challenge activities as well as reteach and reinforcement of skills during WINN time. There are embedded ELD supports throughout the core program, including newcomers, and myriad opportunities to support students with disabilities (e.g., students who are deaf/hard of hearing or students who benefit from multiple learning modalities).
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	K
	MaxLit OP; TE; U3; W1; D3; L9
	This lesson provides an example of checking for understanding.

	5.10
	3
	MaxLit OP; TE; U5; W1; D1; L2
	This is an example of the TE providing background info on each reading.

	5.17
	1
	MaxLit OP; TE; U3; W3; D5; L15
	Example of collaborative academic discussions: fishbowl and agree/disagree routines

	5.24
	4
	MaxLit OP; TE; U1; W1; D3; L10
	Example of explanations of instructional approaches with embedded PD


The  program demonstrates strengths in providing teachers with instructional guidance (e.g., checking for understanding; planning collaborative academic discussions with protocols and routines; helping students build background knowledge, and providing opportunites for flexible pacing). The lessons are research-based and provide embedded PD for teachers at key stages.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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