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	Collaborative Classroom
	Being a Writer
	Program Type 1, Writing Domain, Grades K–5


Program Summary:
The Being a Writer program includes the following: Teacher’s Manuals (GK–5 BW TM) Units 1–7; Grades K–5 Implementation Handbooks (GK–5 BW IH); Student Writing Handbook (SWH); Writing Assessment Preparation Guide (WAPG), Personal Narrative Teacher’s Manual 3–5 (G3–5 BW PN TM), BW Expository Nonfiction Teachers Manual G3–5 (G3–5 BW EN TM), BW Fiction Teacher’s Manual 3–5 (G3–5 BW F TM), BW Poetry Teacher’s Manual 3–5 (G3–5 BW P TM) BW Opinion Teacher’s Manual 3–5 (G3–5 BW O TM), Learning Portal.
Recommendation:
Being a Writer is recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade five (K–5) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	K
	GK BW TM Unit 6, Week 2, Day 1, pp. 34–42
	RL.2.4, RL.2.10, W.2.1, W.2.4, W.2.5, W.2.10, SL.2.1a, SL.2.1b, SL.2.1c, SL.2.6, L.2.1e, L.2.1f, L.2.6

	1.1
	1
	G1 BW TM Unit 5, Week 2, Day 1, pp. 37–38
	RI.1.1, RI.1.2, RI.1.4, RI.1.5, RI.1.6, RI.1.7, RI.1.8, RF.1.1a, RF.1.4a, RF.1.4c, W.1.2, W.1.5, W.1.7, W.1.8, SL.1.1a, SL.1.1b, SL.1.1c, SL.1.3, L.1.1b, L.1.1c, L.1.1e, L.1.1g, L.1.2b, L.1.4a, L.1.6

	1.1
	2
	G2 BW TM Unit 4, Week 2, Day 3, pp. 57–61
	RL.2.1, RL.2.3, RL.2.6, RL.2.7, RL.2.10, RF.2.4a, RF.2.4c, W.2.3, W.2.4, W.2.7, SL.2.1a, SL.2.1b, SL.2.1c, L.2.1a, L.2.1f, L.2.4a, L.2.6

	1.1
	3
	G3 BW O TM, Week 1, Day 4, pp. 28–29
	RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.4, RI.3.10, RF.3.4a, RF.3.4c, W.3.1a, W.3.1b, W.3.1c, W.3.1d, W.3.3b, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.10, SL.3.1a, SL.3.1b, SL.3.1c, SL.3.1d, SL.3.2, SL.3.3, L.3.2b, L.3.3a, L.3.4a, L.3.6

	1.1
	4
	G4 BW F TM, Week 5, Day 3, pp. 169–173
	RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RL.4.5, RL.4.10, RF.4.4a, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.9a, W.4.10, SL.4.2, L.4.6

	1.1
	5
	G5 BW F TM, Week 3, Day 1, pp. 69–72
	RI.5.7, W.5.5, W.5.7, W.5.8, SL.5.1a, SL.5.1b, SL.5.1c

	1.15
	K
	GK BW TM Unit 2, Week 3, Overview, pp. 45–46
	Guidance is provided for scaffolding, building background knowledge, language and vocabulary support.

	1.16
	1
	G1 BW TM Unit 2, Week 1, Day 1, pp. 8–12
	Guidance is provided for listening to and discussing a nonfiction book to inspire their own writing.

	1.21b
	3
	G3 BW EN TM, Week 3, Pre-teaching Support, pp. 39–41
	Pre-teaching support and scaffolding strategies such as building background knowledge are provided.


Exemplars in this section meet alignment for CA CCSS for ELA/Literacy standards across grade levels. These exemplars cover multiple standards in each lesson and reflect the guidance of the CA ELA/ELD Framework. The program offers research-based guidance for scaffolding, building background knowledge, academic vocabulary, and collaborative discussion across all grade levels.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.2
	K
	GK BW IH, pp. 68–82
	Scope and sequence is provided for each week of instruction, including strand, instructional focus, skills and activities, and assessment types.

	2.3
	2
	G2 BW IH, pp.12-13
	Program components include Implementation Handbook, Teacher Manuals (print and digital), trade books, Writing Assessment Preparation Guide, and Student Writing Handbook.

	2.8
	5
	G5 BW IH, p. 56
	Lessons guide teachers to model how to proofread digitally using the same word processor that students use.


Exemplars in this section include Scope and Sequence documents that are easy to follow and program components are clearly delineated. Lessons guide teachers and students in using technology for proofreading, editing, and publishing student writing. Local decision makers may want to examine the extent to which the program provides rubrics for evaluating students' media literacy skills.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1d
	3
	G3 BW PN TM, pp. 145–152
	Guidance on assessing individual student writing, including rubrics for assessing “Quick Writes” and extension activities in student notebooks and published writing. The citation also includes student self-assessments, opportunities for collaborative conversations, and individual student conferences.

	3.2
	K–5
	Learning Portal, Content, Adoption Resources, Resources, Adoption Resources, Being a Writer, MTSS Alignment, MTSS Guidance, MTSS Alignment, pp. 7–21
	A variety of summative assessments are designed to provide information regarding student progress. These include beginning of the year writing samples and individual writing assessments at the end of each unit. Students are supported through instructional scaffolds embedded in the lessons, such as teacher modeling, shared writing, oral rehearsal, partner talk, sentence frames, language prompts, and teacher feedback/conferencing.

	3.6
	3
	GK BW TM, Unit 2, pp. 227–240
	Multiple opportunities for formative assessment through teacher conferences throughout the lessons and school year.


Exemplars in this section include guidance on and rubrics for assessing individual students’ writing. End-of-unit, summative writing assessments are designed to provide information regarding student progress. Throughout unit lessons, students have opportunities for collaborative conversations and individual student conferences. Students are supported through a variety of instructional scaffolds embedded throughout the lessons.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.4
	K–5
	Learning Portal, Content Tab, Adoption Resources, Resources, Adoption Resources, Support for Speakers of English Language Varieties in Collaborative Literacy Programs
	Support document that provides understanding of English varieties and ways to foster linguistic flexibility for students in all areas of the lesson and assessment

	4.5
	K–5
	Learning Portal, Content Tab, Adoption Resources, Resources, Adoption Resources, Learning Portal Reporting and Accessibility
	Support document that provides guidance for instructional decision making and information about accessibility features available to students

	4.3b
	1
	G1 BW TM Unit 1, Week 3, Pre-teaching, pp. 57–58 
	Pre-teaching support is robust including building background knowledge, previewing the text, and providing language support for each corresponding text and lesson.


Exemplars in this section include instructional resources to meet the needs of all learners and accommodate for learning differences. Teacher notes, facilitation notes, and English learner notes offer some support within the lessons. Although the materials provide resources to address learning differences, embedded supports and compacting curriculum may require further review.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.10
	1
	G1 BW TM, Unit 4, Week 2, Overview, p. 33
	Background information about reading selection

	5.14
	3
	G3 BW TM Unit 2, Week 1, Day 5, p. 29
	Useful suggestions on how to present content including differentiation for English learners

	5.8
	4
	G4 BW TM, Unit 1, Week 1, pp. 7–9
	A list of required materials is provided for each lesson.


Exemplars show evidence that the program provides lists of required materials for each lesson. Each writing lesson provides background information about the reading selection used. There are useful suggestions on how to present content including differentiation for English learners. Local decision makers may want to examine the extent to which the teacher editions list standards in each lesson.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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