This advisory recommendation has not been approved by the Instructional Quality Commission or the State Board of Education
Review Panel Advisory Report 
2026 English Language Art/English Language Development Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption
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	Pinecone Path
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Program Summary:
[bookmark: kix.79251au062l]The Pinecone Path program includes the following: Pinecone Path Whole-Class Teacher’s Manuals (PINE WC TM) Units 1–8; Pinecone Path Small-Group Teacher’s Manual (PINE SG TM); Pinecone Path Implementation Handbook (PINE IH), Pinecone Path Digital Instructional Resources (PINE IR).
Recommendation:
Pinecone Path is recommended for adoption for transitional kindergarten (TK) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations (PTKLF) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Foundations
The program supports teaching to the PTKLF for Transitional Kindergarten in alignment with the evaluation criteria categories of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework and content of the PTKLF. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Foundations

	1.1
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 4, pp. 69–77
	LS1.1, LS1.2, LS1.3, LS1.4

	1.3
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 2, Week 3, Day 5, pp. 168–171
	Explicit vocabulary instructional routines

	1.9c
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 3, pp. 184–189
	Play Center Connections

	1.9e
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 4, pp. 169–70
	Strive for 5 Ideas/conversations

	1.11
	TK
	PINE IR, pp. 1–9
	List of center materials

	1.22b
	TK
	PINE IH, pp. 27–47; pp. 186–205; pp. 238–249
	Morning message guidance
Assessment opportunities embedded in different parts
Class observation record forms provided


The program shows strength in current research around the science of reading. Read aloud lessons include knowledge to build background information, explicit vocabulary routines, and prompts for questioning. Lessons are taught through engaging narrative and informational texts. It also includes guidance on how to set up "Strive for 5 Ideas" and conversations to help develop oral language. The program shows strength in play-based learning with clear directions for center set-up.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.9
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 4, pp. 157–158
	Consistent explicit vocabulary routines

	2.11
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 2, p. 86
	New information builds throughout day/week

	2.12f
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 4, pp. 66–67
	Morning Meeting creates opportunity for pre-teaching skills and concepts

	2.12g
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 7, pp. 176–179
	“Strive for 5 Ideas” supports collaborative conversations

	2.14
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 4, pp. 8–14
	Week-at-a-glance provides teachers with everything they need for the week


This program demonstrates clear strengths in organization. Clear guidance for teachers to support student growth is found throughout. It balances teacher directed learning with play-based learning designed to reinforce concepts and skills taught. Local educational agencies (LEAs) should note that PTKLFs are not specifically noted in teacher materials. Rather, they are noted in a separate alignment document in Google Sheets as well as on Collaborative Classroom's website.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	TK
	PINE IH, pp. 238–257
	Whole group assessment, small group assessment, and individualized assessments

	3.1c
	TK
	PINE IH, pp. 247–249
	Skills check, letter name and letter sound assessment

	3.4
	TK
	PINE IR, Content, Instructional Resources, Assessment for Print, Unit 4
	Observational checklist

	3.6
	TK
	PINE IR, Content, Instructional Resources, Assessment for Print, Pinecone Path Letter Names and Letter Sound Assessment
	Observational checklist, letter names and sounds assessment


The program provides clear guidance for collecting and communicating student learning through multiple forms of assessment. The assessment types include observational checklists and direct assessments. Assessment tools include skill task assessments, whole group oral language development observations, and small group observational checklists.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	TK
	PINE SG TM, Lesson 2, Steps 1–3, including Accessibility Notes, pp. 10–11
	Visually impaired, hearing impaired, American Sign Language

	4.3a
	TK
	PINE SG TM, Lesson 18, Steps 5–6, Discussion Support and Instructional Support, pp. 260–262
	If...then supports for teacher

	4.3c
	TK
	PINE IH, Instructional Support (from Additional Ideas for Letter Name and Letter Sound Instruction through Additional Ideas for Phonological Awareness Instruction), pp. 135–140
	Predictors of success, whole class, small group and individual activities, additional materials

	4.5
	TK
	PINE IH, pp. 54–56
	Planning Accessible Play Centers

	4.7
	TK
	PINE SG TM, Lesson 4, p. 110
	Teacher guidance for differentiation in name writing


This program demonstrates a clear strength in providing multiple pathways for access, and ensuring the materials promote equity for diverse TK learners. Students with visual or hearing impairments are addressed. The program also supports teachers with explanations why students might be challenged to display mastery and specific additional activities for skill instruction in a variety of grouping considerations.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.1
	TK
	PINE IH, pp. 186–205
	Lesson plans include Focus, Morning Meeting, Reading, Vocabulary, Small Group

	5.2
	TK
	PINE WC TM, Unit 4, pp. 66–67
	Morning Meeting organizes instruction for learning opportunities

	5.7
	TK
	PINE SG TM Lesson 4, pp.18–22
	Letter Names and Letter Sounds

	5.8
	TK
	PINE IH, pp. 48–56
	Establishing and arranging play centers

	5.19
	TK
	PINE IR, PINE WC TM, Unit 6
	Suggestions for parents and caregivers to expand learning


The program provides clear guidance on how to establish and arrange play centers. The lesson plan includes daily structures such as morning meeting, reading, vocabulary, and small groups to ensure consistent instructional delivery. Additionally, it includes suggestions for parents and caregivers to expand learning.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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