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Program Summary:
The Collaborative Literacy (CL) program includes the following: Being a Reader Grades K–5 Whole-Class Teacher’s Manuals (BR GK–5 TM); Small-Group Foundational Skills Teacher’s Manuals Sets 1–5 (SGFS TM Sets 1–5); Small-Group Comprehension Grades 1–5 Teacher’s Manual (SGC G1–5 TM); Being a Reader Grades K–5 Implementation Handbook (BR GK–5 IH); Being a Reader Grades K–5 Designated ELD Teacher’s Manuals (BR GK–5 D-ELD TM); Being a Writer Teacher’s Manuals (BW GK–5 TM); Being a Writer Grades K–5 Implementation Handbooks (BW GK–5 IH); Being a Writer Student Writing Handbook (BW SWH); Being a Writer Writing Assessment Preparation Guide (WAPG); SIPPS Beginning Level Teacher’s Manual (SIPPS B TM); SIPPS Extension Level Teacher’s Manual (SIPPS E TM); SIPPS Plus Teacher’s Manual (SIPPS P TM); SIPPS Challenge Level Teacher’s Manual (SIPPS C TM); SIPPS Implementation Handbook (SIPPS IH); SIPPS Intensive Multisensory Instruction Handbook (SIPPS IMIH); Adoption Resources; Individualized Daily Reading (IDR), Learning Portal.
Recommendation:
Collaborative Literacy is recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade five (K–5) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	K
	BR K–5 TM; Unit 2; Week 3; Whole-Class Reading; Day 2; Step 4; pp. 92–93
	RL.9, SL.1.b

	1.1
	1
	SGFS TM; Set 4; Week 1; Day 1; Steps 4–5; pp. 11–12
	RF.1.3c, RF.1.3b, RF.1.2a

	1.1
	2
	BR K–5 TM; Unit; Week 2; Day 1; Step 5
BR K–5 TM; Unit 4; Week 3; Day 1; Steps 4–5
	RL2.1, RL2.3, RL2.5

	1.1
	3
	BR K–5 TM; Unit 1; Week 3; Day 3; Steps 5–6; pp. 141–144
	RI.3.1, RI.3.2, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.7

	1.1
	4
	BR K–5 TM; Unit 3; Week 2; Day 1; Steps 2–5; pp. 71–75
	RL.4.1 and RL.4.3, RL.4.4, RL.4.6, L.4.4 

	1.1
	5
	BR K–5 TM; Unit 5; Week 3; Whole-Class Reading; Day 3; Steps 1–6; pp. 138–143
	RI 5.1, RI.5.2, RI.5.10, W.5.8, W.5.9b, SL.5.1d, SL.5.2

	1.2
	K
	BR K–5 D-ELD TM; Unit 1; Week 2; Day 3; Step 5; p. 23
	PI.1.Em, PI.1.Ex, PI.1.Br

	1.2
	1
	BR K–5 D-ELD TM; Unit 6; Week 3; Day 1; Dialogic Reading Routine Step 3; p. 31
	PI.1.Em, PI.1.Ex, PI.1.Br

	1.2
	2
	BR K–5 D-ELD TM; Week 1; Day 1; pp. 26–27
BR GK–5 D-ELD TM; Week 1; Day 1; pp. 26–27
	PI.2.3.Em, PI.2.3.Ex, PI.2.3.Br

	1.2
	3
	BR K–5 D-ELD TM; Unit 6; Week 2; Day 1; Step 4; p. 18
	PI.3.11.Em, PI.3.11.Ex, PI.3.11.Br

	1.2
	4
	BR K–5 D-ELD TM; Unit 2; Week 1; Day 3; Text Jumble Routine, Steps 2–5; p. 11
	PII.4.Em, PII.4Ex, PII.4Br

	1.2
	5
	BR K–5 D-ELD TM; Unit 4; Week 3; Day 5; Steps 2–5 (and projectable); pp. 38–39
	PI.5Em, PI.5Ex, PI.5Br

	1.3
	1
	BR K–5 D-ELD TM; Unit 1; D-ELD Instruction at a Glance; pp. x–xii
	Instructional materials reflect and incorporate the content and the integrated nature of the ELA/ELD Framework. These key themes are meaning making, language development, effective expression, content knowledge, and foundational skills.

	1.9a
	2
	BR K–5 IH; IDR; pp. 37–39
	Fluent reading at grade level

	1.11
	5
	SGFS TM Sets 1–5; Texts for Foundational Skills Instruction; p. xii
	Includes fluency instruction that bridges decoding to comprehension through carefully matched text difficulty and repeated reading opportunities.


The program aligns with CA CCSS ELA/ELD standards and key themes, providing clear guidance to help students read complex, grade-level texts strategically and independently. Materials include small-group interventions that reflect diverse backgrounds and experiences. Local education agencies (LEAs) should examine the extent to which foundational skills instruction, differentiation, and supports for diverse learners align with local priorities, including the balance of small-group versus whole-group instructional time.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.4
	5
	BR K–5 D-ELD TM; Unit 1; Integrated and D-ELD; p. vii (pdf p. 8)
	Guidance for designated ELD instruction and support

	2.9
	K, 3
	BR K–5 IH; Assessment Overview; pp. 163–164
BR K–5 IH; Program Overview; pp. 3–10
BR K–5 IH; Understanding the Program; Focus on Reading Development; pp. 16–22
	Tools for assessing and progress monitoring with multitiered supports

	2.6
	K–5
	Learning Portal; Content; Adoption Resources; Resources; Adoption Resources Program Type 2 Basic ELA/ELD Resources; Collaborative Literacy Text Connections to Science and Social Studies Topics; xlsx
	Includes materials that address social studies, science and technology


The program demonstrates strengths in designated ELD instruction, incorporating social studies, science, and technology topics, and gives students multiple opportunities to practice, connect, and apply skills with multi-tiered supports. LEA’s should examine how all students receive grade-level tier one instruction in foundational skills.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1d
	K–2
	BR K–5 IH; Whole-Class Assessments; pp. 166–173
	Assessment resources that include whole group and small group administration providing placement, formative, and summative data; both qualitative and quantitative with rubrics for guidance. ELD assessment available along with grading support and student goal setting.

	3.3
	2
	BR K–5 IH; Small-Group Placement Assessment Record for Sets 1–5; pp.186–196
	Assessment data to place students in appropriate instructional groups, monitor and evaluate their progress, and make ongoing instructional decisions based on demonstrated needs.

	3.6
	K–5
	Learning Portal; Reporting Analytics and Accessibility
SGFS TM Sets 1–5; Set 3; Planning and Teaching the Lessons; pp. xvi–xviii
Learning Portal; Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS); Guidance for Reading Instruction 
	The Learning Portal’s reporting system transforms assessment data into actionable insights.
Reports are generated ensuring that the information reaches the right decision-maker at the right time.


The program includes multiple assessment tools with clear rubrics and student writing examples to support teacher decision-making. Formative and summative assessments monitor mastery in oral and written formats. Checkpoints are embedded throughout instruction to guide supports and monitor growth. LEAs should consider the logistics of administering and using assessment data to inform instruction.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	K–5
	Learning Portal; Adoption Resources; Collaborative Literacy Programs and Universal Design for Learning (UDL)
Learning Portal; Adoption Resources; MTSS; Guidance for Reading Instruction
	Explicit connections to MTSS data-based decision-making for students with disabilities, demonstrating how UDL principles are embedded in Tier 1 instruction.

	4.3a
	4
	Learning Portal; Adoption Resources; CC PAL Educator’s Guide; Supporting Every Learner: The Accessibility Features; pp. 8–9
Learning Portal; Adoption Resources; MTSS; Guidance for Reading Instruction
BR K–5 TM; Unit 4; Week 1; Whole-Class Word Study; Day 5; Teacher Note and EL Note; p. 56
	The program provides comprehensive guidance and differentiation strategies, which include the use of technology, and which align with MTSS tiers, including Tier 1 differentiated core instruction for all learners, Tier 2 targeted intervention materials with progress monitoring tools, Tier 3 intensive intervention resources and diagnostic assessments.

	4.6
	3
	BR K–5 IH; Introduction; Educational Equity; pp. 5–8
BR K–5 IH; Development Across the Grades; pp. 11–12
	Materials remind teachers to set high expectations for all students and inform teachers of the progression of skill development and concepts to higher grade levels.


The program provides clear guidance for universal access to standards-based curriculum for all students, including English learner students, students with disabilities, advanced learner students, students below grade level in any strands of ELA, and students who speak African American English. Instructional materials include content and pedagogical tools to ensure students achieve proficiency in ELA and ELD standards.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.9
	K
	Learning Portal; Adoption Resources; Resources; Collaborative Literacy Student Materials; Alignment Reports Folder; Collaborative Literacy; CA CCSS ELA and ELD Lesson Alignment; Grade K; xlsx
	The program provides clear guidance for all CCSS for ELA and CA ELD Standards. The standards are listed, along with which assessments are used to check for mastery.

	5.15
	2
	Learning Portal; Adoption Resources; Resources; Collaborative Literacy Student Learning Portal; Materials Alignment Reports Folder; Collaborative Literacy; CA CCSS; ELA and ELD Lesson Alignment; Grade 2; xlsx
	These spreadsheets provide clear guidance with a list of all program lessons, and the standards are cross-referenced within this document.

	5.21
	K–5
	Learning Portal; Content; CA Rev–Grade 2–Being a Reader, 2X; Grade 2 Instructional Resources; Collaborative Literacy; Guidance for Split and Multiage Classes; pdf
	This document provides adaptations for combination, split, and multi-age classrooms, offering teachers specific strategies for managing differentiated instruction across more than one grade level within a single classroom setting.


The program demonstrates strengths in instructional planning through comprehensive teacher supports, explicit instructional guidance, embedded resources, and consistent differentiation across components. LEAs should review alignment with local priorities, particularly regarding homework, as sites expecting at-home practice or reinforcement will need to supplement this locally. Implementation considerations may also require further review to ensure local needs are met.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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