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	Publisher/Developer
	Program
	Program Type and Grade Level(s)

	EPS Learning
	SPIRE Suite
	Type 1; Foundational Skills Domain, Grades K–5


Program Summary:
The SPIRE Suite program includes the following: SPIRE Up (SU); SPIRE 4th Edition (S4E); SPIRE Sound Sensible (SSS); Online: EPS Connect; Online: Learning Platform; Teacher Edition / Guide (TE); Student Edition (SE); Student Workbook (SWb); Digital Teacher Resource (DTR).
Recommendation:
SPIRE Suite is recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade five (K–5) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	K
	SSS; TE; Step 2; pp. 16–17
	RF.K.2a

	1.1
	1
	SU; TE; Lesson 1b; p. 5
	RF.1.2c

	1.1
	2
	SU; TE; Skill 41, Lesson A; p. 322
	RF.2.3b

	1.1
	3
	SU; TE; pp. 506–513
	RF.3.3a; RF.3.3b

	1.1
	4
	SU; TE; Lesson 50A; pp. 394–396
	RF.4.3a

	1.1
	5
	S4E; SWb; Level 6; pp. 269–272
	RF.4.a; RF.4.b; RF.4.c

	1.3
	1
	SU; TE; Instructional Design; pp. xxii–xxx
	Key themes are integrated throughout the program, and practices align with research-based effective practices and instruction in reading. The design of the program moves beyond foundational skills to deeper reading.

	1.5
	5
	S4E; SWb; Level 6; pp. 91–103 and 293–299
	The program offers reading selections and suggested texts that are of high quality, depth and breadth, and reflect a balance of instructional time for both literary and informational text appropriate to the grade level and consistent with the grade-level standards.

	1.6
	3
	SU; TE; pp. 482–489
	Proper grammar and spelling are used consistently through the entire SPIRE suite of instructional materials

	1.10
	K
	SSS; p. xvii
	Program includes explicit instruction of foundational skills with diagnostic support connected to student data.

	1.11
	2
	S4E; SWb; Level 2; p. 126
S4E; TE; Level 1, The SPIRE Lessons: Step 6 Reading / Reading Comprehension; p. xvii
	Provides repeated reading opportunities, fluency benchmarks, progress monitoring, differentiated Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) supports, and increasingly complex texts to build automaticity.


The program offers literary and informational texts. Consistent in grammar and spelling, the program integrates key themes and research-based practices that move into deeper reading. It provides explicit instruction with diagnostic support, fluency benchmarks, progress monitoring, MTSS supports, and increasingly complex texts to build student automaticity.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.9
	5
	SU; TE; pp. xxxi–xxxii
	Program provides guidance for determining mastery and support for adjusting instruction based on student data.

	2.10
	2
	S4E; TE; Level 1, Introductory Lesson 1–3 Steps 1–10; pp. 2–21
	Program has clear routines that break down tasks into logical parts (ex. Word Building). The progression moves from part to whole -phoneme to phonological awareness to Word Building to Decoding to Reading to Spelling and Sentence Dictation.

	2.11
	1
	S4E; TE; Level 1, 10-Step Lesson Structure; pp. xiv–xvii
	Routines for phonogram cards explicitly include reviewing and building on previously learned phonograms in the daily lesson design.

	2.12a
	1
	S4E; TE; Level 2, Assessment, pp. xviii–xx; SU; SWb, Dictation; p. 81
Online: Learning Platform; EPS Learning SPIRE Suite; Digital Content; SPIRE Up Progress Monitoring and Reporting Tools; SPIRE Up Progress Monitoring Tools & Features
	Program offers an array of formative assessments and options for progress monitoring to guide instruction in content, skills, and language.


Provides guidance for determining mastery, monitoring progress, and adjusting instruction based on data. Instruction follows clear, systematic routines that build skills from part to whole, with daily review and cumulative practice of previously learned concepts. A variety of formative assessments and progress-monitoring tools support instructional decision-making. While the program spans grades K–5, students are placed into instructional levels based on assessment data rather than grade level.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.3
	3
	SU; TE; pp. xii–xxv
	Provides guidance for using early literacy screening and progress-monitoring data to adjust instruction. Includes guidance for interpreting assessment data for multilingual learners.

	3.4
	2
	S4E; TE; pp. 32–33
SU; TE; p. xxv
	Assessment tools support identifying students with risk factors and include frequent progress monitoring and systems for record keeping.

	3.6
	5
	SU; TE; pp. x–xv
S4E; DTR; Assessment Level 1; pp. 34–46
	Guidance on assessment is provided with pre, post and mid-level tests for every level


Assessment tools identify at-risk students through screening, progress monitoring, and record keeping. They provide guidance for using assessment data to adjust instruction, including support for multilingual learners, and include pre-, mid-, and post-level assessments for every instructional level.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	2
	Online: EPS Connect; Dashboard; Skill 23 Special Combinations:-old, -olt,-ost; Lesson A: Sounds, Letters a; SU; TE; pp. iv–xxiii
	The Suite is grounded in structured literacy, emphasizing explicit, systematic, and multisensory instruction. Guidance is provided for implementation aligned with MTSS. EPS Connect digital platform offers independent reteaching on each skill. Teachers can manage pacing and track student progress.

	4.3
	1
	S4E; TE; pp. v–vii
	Program materials provide a system of differentiation aligned with MTSS tiers, including Tier 1 universal screening protocols and differentiated core instruction for all learners.

	4.5
	2
	SU; TE; pp. xvi–xxi
	Provides guidance for teachers to support students with special instructional needs, including multisensory learning, reading difficulties, dyslexia, students with visual and hearing impairments, and autism spectrum disorder.


The program provides MTSS-aligned differentiation, including Tier 1 screening and differentiated core instruction. Digital components ensure access through independent reteaching of each skill. Additionally, materials equip teachers with guidance to support special needs including dyslexia, reading difficulties, autism, and visual/hearing impairments. It uses multisensory approaches to promote inclusive instruction for all K–5 learners.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	3
	SU; TE; Data-Driven Instruction Scaffolds; p. xxxii
	A comprehensive chart is provided to support different data-driven instructional moves and scaffolds. Multiple modalities are used (i.e., finger tapping to segment sounds) in response to student need.

	5.8
	2
	S4E; TE; Level 6; p. 94
	The lesson overview provides a list of materials for each lesson, including cards, manipulatives, teacher and student materials, and assessments.

	5.11
	4
	S4E; TE; Level 4; pp. A17–A72
	The program provides answer keys for all student assessments and tasks.


The program includes opportunities to adjust lessons to provide additional support and extension activities. The teacher edition shows the progression of language and literacy development within and across units, making it clear how the complexity increases across the program. Detailed lesson overviews are available to assist teachers when preparing for instruction, providing lists of necessary materials and manipulatives.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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