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Review Panel Advisory Report 
2026 English Language Art/English Language Development Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption
	Publisher/Developer
	Program
	Program Type and Grade Level(s)

	Fishtank Learning
	Fishtank ELA
	Program Type 1, Grade 6


Program Summary:
The Fishtank ELA program includes the following: Digital Curriculum/Fishtank ELA California (2026) Teacher Portal.
Recommendation:
Fishtank ELA is not recommended for adoption for grade 6 because it is not aligned with the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and does not meet the rest of the evaluation criteria in category 1. The program does show strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program does not support teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program does not meet all the evaluation criteria in category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Notes/Standards

	1.22a
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 4, Lesson 5: Lesson Plan: Engaging with the Text: Key Question 2: Supporting All Students: Foundational Skills Support
	Found evidence for fluency. Program does not include instruction for RF Standards 1–3.

	1.22b
	6
	Publisher did not provide citations to show alignment.
	The program does not include explicit sequential and systematic instruction, intervention materials, or assessments.

	1.22d
	6
	Publisher did not provide citations to show alignment.
	The program does not include one set of materials for grade six.


The program does not include intervention materials in the following: phonological awareness and phonics and word recognition. Materials per the 2025 Guidance should align with Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) and California Dyslexia Guidelines and be explicit, systematic, and sequential.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	6
	Digital Curriculum: 6th Grade ELA Course Summary, Pacing Guide for 6th Grade English
	Total number of instructional days: 143

	2.7
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 6 Overview
	Constant routines included: daily practices in literacy standards as well as Intellectual Prep for teachers

	2.8
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 5, Lesson 13: Lesson Plan
	Engaging the text, target task

	2.9
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 1, Lesson 20
	Writing Project Overview. Evidence of planning, drafting, language, and revising.

	2.13
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Standards map for 6th grade: Curriculum; ELA; 6th grade, Standards Map (on the right-side menu)
	None


The exemplars show program strengths as it offers daily routines that are consistent and predictable across weeks, units, and grade levels. Intellectual Prep is provided for unit planning. Effective integration of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language development. The pacing guide shows 143 days of instruction with options for projects, extensions, and independent reading.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1d
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 1: Text and Materials: Rubrics
	Guidance on developing and using assessment tools that are reflective of the range of oral and written work

	3.1b
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Tools 6–8, Summative Assessments: Analyzing and Responding to Summative Assessments
	Guidance for making decisions about instructional practices

	3.1d
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 1: Text and Materials: Rubrics
	Guidance on developing and using assessment tools that are reflective of the range of oral and written work

	3.2
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Tools 6–8, Summative Assessments: Analyzing and Responding to Summative Assessments; Grade 7, Unit 2: Assessment: Content Assessment
	Summative assessments should provide information for instructional planning and tier placement decisions within MTSS frameworks.


The exemplars show multiple methods of assessing what students know and are able to do. Guidance for making decisions about instructional practices and how to modify instruction. Opportunities for students to self-regulate and set goals. Summative assessments provide information for instructional planning.
Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 4, Lesson 9: Lesson Plan: Engaging with the Text (Supporting All Students Boxes)
	Supports provided for a variety of students––opportunity for growth in Dyslexia Guidelines alignment

	4.5
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 2, Lesson 22, Day 4: Lesson Plan: Independent Writing: Supporting All Students: Opportunities for Enrichment
	Choices offered for additional challenge

	4.6
	6
	Digital Curriculum: 6th Grade ELA Course Summary; 6–8 Teacher Support, Engaging with Complex Texts
	High Expectations for students

	4.7
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 2, Lesson 22, Day 4: Lesson Plan: Independent Writing: Supporting All Students: Opportunities for Enrichment
	Connecting, building knowledge, supporting students including: opportunities for student growth and enrichment


The exemplars show program strengths in how accommodations and modifications are listed to support all students in accessing grade level text. Enrichment opportunities are available for extension/acceleration. General guidance for MTSS is present, but not specifically how to move students between tiers. Some suggestions for universal access (e.g., speech to text, text to speech) are not embedded in the program; overall embedded intensification strategies are an area of need. Additionally, more support was needed for students who are below grade level.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.8
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 2, Lesson 7: Lesson Overview: Readings and Materials
	Materials list provided, digital slides, graphic organizers, rubrics plus checklists

	5.9
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 3, Lesson 5: Lesson Overview: Objective and Target Task
	Objectives on Google Slides

	5.11
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 3: Assessment: Content Assessment Answer Key
	Answer keys provided

	5.19
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6, Unit 2: Unit Summary––Family Guide
	Family Guide––Unit information and talking points


The exemplars prove that the program offers flexibility to adjust lessons for additional support and extension opportunities. Intellectual Prep for teachers prior to each unit. Each unit contains Google slides, graphic organizers, rubrics/checklists, and answer keys. 
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
Edits and Corrections:
The panel recommends the following edits and corrections:
	#
	Grade level
	Component
	Page Number or Online Hierarchy
	Current text
	Proposed corrected text
	Reason for edit

	1
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Tools 6–8, Summative Assessments: Analyzing and Responding to Summative Assessments
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Technology-enabled and technology-enhanced questions not present.
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