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Review Panel Advisory Report 
2026 English Language Art/English Language Development Instructional Materials Follow-up Adoption
	Publisher/Developer
	Program
	Program Type and Grade Level(s)

	Fishtank Learning
	Fishtank ELA
	Program Type 1, Reading, Grades K–5


Program Summary:
The Fishtank ELA program includes the following: Digital Curriculum/ Fishtank ELA California (2026).
Recommendation:
Fishtank ELA is not recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade five (K–5) because it does not meet the evaluation criteria in category 1, and does not show strengths in categories 2–5.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program does not support teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program does not meet the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following citations do not meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	K
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 1: Welcome to School; Lesson Overview: Objective and Target Task
	RLK.1, RLK.6, RLK.10

	1.1
	1
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 3: Amazing Animals; Lesson 1: Lesson Overview, Engaging with the Text, Key Questions
	RI1.1, RI1.7

	1.1
	2
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 3: Belonging and Friendship: Pinky and Rex; Lesson 1: Lesson Plan, Engaging with Text, Key Questions
	RL2.1, RL2.3, RL2.5

	1.1
	3
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 4: Understanding the Animal Kingdom: Lesson 19, Lesson Overview, Target Task
	RI.3.2, RI.3.5, RI.3.1

	1.1
	4
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 2: Preparing for the Worst: Natural Disasters; Lesson 1: Lesson Overview, Target Task
	RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI.4.4, RI.4.10

	1.1
	5
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 2: Exploring Human Rights: Breadwinner; Lesson 9, Target Task, Key Questions
	RL.5.1, RL.5.3, RL.5.4, RL.5.6, RL.5.10

	1.9g
	K–5
	Fishtank Learning, Teacher Tools, Independent Reading
	No organized independent reading program that includes decodable and authentic texts based on student readiness indicators

	1.10
	K–5
	Fishtank Learning, Teacher Tools, Handwriting Teacher Tool
	As per 2025 guidance, Fishtank does not explicitly support orthographic mapping though systematic practice connecting graphemes to phonemes aligned to Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) instruction.
It does not provide explicit multisensory instructional routines meeting the California Dyslexia Guidelines requirements.

	1.11
	2
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 3: Belonging and Friendship: Pinky and Rex; Assessment, Fluency Assessment
	Not a foundational skills program, a single fluency assessment is given at the end of every unit; however, no fluency practice, as described in the 2025 guidance is part of this program.
Materials provided do not include texts at appropriate instructional levels. All Lexile texts were at the higher end. Nothing was available for differentiated fluency needs. In addition, decodables were not present.

	1.12c
	K–2
	Publisher states decodable materials are not provided
	Fishtank does not include decodable texts.

	1.22
	K–5
	Fishtank Learning, Teacher Tools, Foundational Skills
	Materials for reading intervention is not present in curriculum.


The provided citations show that criterion for Category 1 was not met. The citations are from exemplars provided by the publisher. The panel, in their due diligence to find other evidence in support of Category 1, was unable to find support for the above-listed criteria. While parts of this program met the 2014 criterion, it does not align to all of the 2025 guidance (e.g., the program does not have decodable texts, and publisher states it is used with a separate reading foundations program).
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials do not support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following citations do not meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.6
	K
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 6 “What is Justice,” Unit Summary, Texts and Materials
	The texts/ materials that were referenced in the lesson connected to Social Studies, but the standards were not specifically identified. The criterion states:
“Any standards utilized from other content areas need to be specifically identified.”

	2.12a
	K–5
	Fishtank Learning, Supporting and Monitoring Academic Discourse
	There are no explicit multisensory instructional routines.
There are also no fidelity checklists for these routines. The 2025 criterion states:
“For students with dyslexia characteristics, include explicit multisensory instructional routines with fidelity checklists”

	2.16
	3
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 1: “Defining Identity: Dyamonde Daniel and My Name is María Isabel Assessment,” Unit Summary, Texts and Materials
	CA CCSS are not explicitly stated on student materials, assessments, student facing slides, and media.
The criterion states: “In Program 1 Basic ELA, Program 2 Basic ELA/ELD, and Program 3 Basic Biliteracy Program, the grade-level CA CCSS for ELA shall be explicitly stated in the student materials.”


The provided citations show that criterion for Category 2 was not met. The citations noted are from the exemplars provided by the publisher. The panel, in their due diligence to find other evidence in support of Category 2, was unable to find support for the above-listed criteria in full. While parts of this program met the 2014 criteria, it does not include all the 2025 guidance.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials do not contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following citations do not meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	1
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 4: Love Makes a Family; Assessment, Content Assessment

	Does not align with MTSS tiers, including universal screening at least annually (with consideration for allowing adequate instructional time before initial screening), diagnostic assessments for students demonstrating a need for additional support, and progress monitoring tools that complement the state's required universal screening schedule per SB 114.

	3.2
	4
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 4: Believing in Yourself: The Wild Book; Assessment, Content Assessment
	Missing explicit tiers, and students with disabilities and also the needs of English Learners.
The assessments do not align with CA universal screener.

	3.5
	3
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 5: Embracing Difference: The Hundred Dresses and Garvey’s Choice; Lesson 11: Practice and Independent Writing
	Missing student-friendly data-tracking tools for monitoring progress in both language and content areas within MTSS tiers, with visual representations appropriate for young learners and students with reading difficulties.


The program includes pacing guides and scope and sequences. Many parts of this program met the 2014 criteria but did not meet the 2025 guidance, specifically for tiered instruction, and linking universal screeners per SB 114 screening requirements for all kindergarten through grade two students to instruction, materials, and parent communication. The program omitted student-friendly data tracking tools for monitoring progress.
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
The panel has determined the program does not meet the Criteria in Category 4. The following citations demonstrate how the program does not meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	K
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 4: Falling in Love with Authors and Illustrators; Lesson 4: Lesson Plan Application, Supporting all students
	Structured literacy components are not aligned with the California Dyslexia Guidelines.

	4.3d
	1
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 5: Inspiring Artists and Musicians; Lesson 11: Lesson Plan, Engaging with the Text, Key Questions, Supporting all students
	2025 guidance Tier 2 and 3 intensive intervention resources with diagnostic assessments and individualized support plans not available.

	4.4
	2
	Fishtank Learning, Unit 1: Cinderella Around the World; Lesson 3: Lesson Overview, Vocabulary and Vocabulary Package
	No support for standard academic English structures of oral and written language, including spelling and grammar.
No support for phonological awareness.

	4.5
	3
	Fishtank Learning, Supporting All Students, Using Supports with Key Questions and the Target Task
	Missing supports associated with California Dyslexia Guidelines, specifically multisensory and technology supports.


Parts of this program met the 2014 criteria, but do not include all of the 2025 guidance. The provided citations show that criterion for Category 4 were not met in full. Specifically missing are explicit lesson guidance for MTSS and students showing characteristics of dyslexia. This program does not provide universal access for all students, specifically in tier 2 and 3 instruction in phonological awareness, technology supports, and multisensory support.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The panel has determined the program does not meet the Criteria in Category 5. The following citations demonstrate how the program does not meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.1
	K
	Fishtank Learning, Teacher Tools, Progress Monitoring and Assessment
	The program is missing timelines, including universal screening windows (at least annually, with consideration for allowing adequate instructional time before initial screening) and intervention cycles (6–8 weeks).

	5.16
	K
	Fishtank Learning, Kindergarten, Kindergarten ELA Course Summary
	Platform is not user friendly to quickly find supporting documents that are necessary for responding to students.

	5.25
	5
	Fishtank Learning, Teacher Tools, Foundational Skills, Spelling Support
	The program is missing cross-linguistic transfer charts that should include comparisons with the most common languages in California, including Spanish, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Russian, Persian (Farsi), and Arabic. Materials should also include contrastive analysis for students who use variations of English.


The publisher-provided citations did not show criterion meeting Category 5. Parts of this program met the 2014 criteria, but do not include all the 2025 guidance. The provided citations are specifically missing explicit lesson guidance for multilingual learners, MTSS, and students showing characteristics of dyslexia.

Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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