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Program Summary:
StudySync California is a program that is accessed through a digital platform for both teachers and students. The program includes: a Curriculum Portal for teachers (Teacher Guide) and students (Student Guide), instructional and differentiation guides, digital libraries with novels, reference guides, and Knowledge-Building Blasts. There is an option for print materials, including novels.
Recommendation:
StudySync California is recommended for adoption for grades 6–8 because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Standards

	1.1
	6
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 6; Unit 1: Creating Character; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Text Set 1: How does friendship shape who we are?; Scout's Honor; Analyze: Evidence and Inferences; Preview; Define + Vocabulary + Model
	RL.6.1, SL.6.1a, SL.6.2, L.6.4, L.6.6, W.6.9a

	1.1
	7
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 7; Unit 3: The Power of Words; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Text Set 2: How can words bring people together?; Too Young to Vote? Your Voice Still Matters; Analyze: Central Idea; Preview; Define + Vocabulary + Model
	RI.7.2, RI.7.1, SL.7.1a, SL.7.2

	1.1
	8
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 8; Unit 1: The Stories That Scare Us; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Culminating Project with Grammar; Argumentative Writing Process: Plan; Preview; Intro; Write - Prompt + Features of Argumentative Writing + Read - Transitions
	W.8.1c, W.8.1b, W.8.1d, W.8.1e, W.8.4, W.8.5

	1.7
	6
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 6; Getting Started; Grade 6 ELA Overview; Table of Contents pp. 2–4
	Pages listed refer to a .pdf. This citation refers to a curriculum overview for grades six, including a Table of Contents, which cites included authors, titles, genres, and publication dates for each unit.

	1.14
	7
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 7; Unit 1: Legends of Sports; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Culminating Project with Grammar; Grammar: Basic Spelling Rules I; Preview; Model + Your Turn
	This citation provides evidence of explicit instruction for seventh grade basic grammar and spelling rules. It shows how grammar and spelling lessons are integrated within each unit.

	1.16
	7
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 7; Unit 1: Legends of Sports; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Culminating Project with Grammar; Style: Revise; Preview; Explore all tabs
	An example of standards-aligned writing instruction across genres, with explicit teaching of academic language and text structures, and scaffolded opportunities for students to write in response to texts and for authentic purposes, building depth, complexity, and independence over time.


StudySync addresses Criteria 1 with depth, clarity, and consistency. It offers guidance for differentiation, along with consistent think-alouds and modeling of writing and annotation, using color-coding where appropriate. Its library features a diverse range of high-quality texts that can be filtered in multiple ways.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.8
	7
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 7; Unit 2: Inner Monologues and Outer Dialogues; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Text Set 3: What do our thoughts show about us?; The Inexplicable Chaos Factor of Mia Gregory; Analyze: Media; Preview; Model + Your Turn
	Lesson uses multimedia technology to enhance standards.

	2.11
	6
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 6; Unit 1: Creating Character; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Text Set 2: What can an object say about who we are?; My Mother Pieced Quilts; Read: My Mother Pieced Quilts; Preview; Explore all tabs; Teacher Edition; Instruction + Differentiation
	Teacher’s Edition supports educators in helping students make connections.

	2.12c
	8
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 8; Unit 3: The Rhetoric of Resistance; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Culminating Project with Grammar; Draft: Research and Notetaking; Preview; Model; Checklist for Research and Notetaking
	Student model is provided in order to foster independence.


StudySync addresses Criteria 2 with depth, clarity, and consistency. It demonstrates a strength in the use of multimedia and technology to enhance standards and skills. It also controls the amount of new information delivered and provides clear guidance for teachers to explicitly assist students in making connections. Teacher and student example texts are used for modeling with the intent of fostering independent student work.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	6
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 6; Unit 2; The Art of Expression; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Text Set 1: How can journalism share your perspective? Shree Bose: Never Too Young to Change the World; Read: Shree Bose: Never Too Young to Change the World; Preview; Quiz
	Example of a quiz to assess standard RI.6.1 for progress monitoring.

	3.2
	8
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum: Grade 8; Additional Resources; Assessment Overview and Guide; Progress Monitoring Framework pp. 59–61
	Pages listed refer to reference guide .pdf.
Opens in a new tab: Assessment Overview and Guide
Provides a framework for monitoring student progress over time and using assessment data to guide instructional planning.

	3.3
	7
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum: Grade 7: Additional Resources: Assessment Overview and Guide: Assessment Interpretation and Support for English Learner Typologies pp. 67–69
	Pages listed refer to reference guide .pdf.
Opens in a new tab: Assessment Overview and Guide
Provides teacher guidance for interpreting assessment results and supporting instructional decisions for English Learner typologies.

	3.6
	8
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum: Grade 8; Additional Resources; Assessment Overview and Guide; StudySync In-Lesson Formative Assessments pp. 32–35
	Pages listed refer to reference guide .pdf.
Opens in a new tab: Assessment Overview and Guide
Every StudySync lesson offers students an opportunity to demonstrate progress toward standards mastery. Responding to sources, auto-graded reading quizzes, skills mastery checks, and longer written responses in the culminating projects all include standards labeling.


StudySync addresses Criteria 3 with depth through embedded formative assessments, structured progress monitoring, student performance data, and guidance for interpreting assessment results. The program demonstrates a clear strength in ongoing assessment through StudySync In-Lesson Formative Assessments, the Progress Monitoring Framework, and assessment guidance for English Learner typologies. Local decisions may wish to examine alignment with Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS), diagnostic assessment practices, and tier-movement protocols.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	6
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 6; Unit 3; Lost and Found: Designated ELD; Instructional Path; The Road Not Taken; Collaborate; Adapting Language Choices: Preview; Proficiency: Select Emerging; Scaffolds; Teacher Resources; Lesson Plan; Scaffolding and Differentiation
	The lesson plan within the teacher resources tab provides guidance and strategies to support access and engagement for students with diverse learning needs, such as allowing students to respond in various formats (drawing an answer, encouraging students to brainstorm in their home language, etc.).

	4.3d
	8
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 8; Unit 6; Space Invaders; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Mid-Unit Practice; Practice Vocabulary; Preview; Explore all tabs (Vocabulary, Model, and Your Turn); Scaffolds; Teacher Resources; Lesson Plan; Scaffolding and Differentiation
	Within the Space Invaders lesson (Core ELA/ELD) section, the Mid-Unit Practice: practice vocabulary lesson models for students how to practice vocabulary, such as noting similarities and differences between words, connecting “real-life” moments to vocabulary, etc. The Teacher Resources within this lesson also include the scaffolding and differentiation section which provides guidance on further assisting students with diverse learning needs, such as highlighting word parts for students, creating heterogeneous groups for students to work in, etc.

	4.7
	7
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 7; Getting Started; StudySync Core Program Guide; Category 1: English Language Arts and English Language Development Content/Alignment to Standards; ELA Content/Alignment to Standards; Approach to Differentiation- Beyond-Level Learners pp. 26–27
Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 7; Unit 5: Across the Universe; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Text Set 2: What are the challenges of space exploration?; Read: Address to the Nation on the Explosion of the Space Shuttle Challenger; Teacher Resources; Lesson, Write: Scaffolding and Differentiation Beyond-Level Learners
Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 7; Unit 6; The Monster Within; Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Culminating Project with Grammar; Literary Analysis Writing Process; Draft; Preview; Write; Teacher Resources-Lesson Plan, Write, Scaffolding and Differentiation; 1. Write-Beyond-Level Learners
	Pages listed refer to reference guide. Summary of available interventions and opportunities for acceleration on pp. 26–27. The specific lessons identify lessons for acceleration and enrichment.


StudySync addresses connections to Category 4 Criteria and MTSS data-based decision-making for students with disabilities, demonstrating how Universal Design for Learning principles are embedded in Tier 1 instruction. The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing multiple methods of learning and engagement through discussion tasks, writing tasks, auditory based lessons, etc. Teacher lesson plans provide additional, explicit scaffolding and differentiation to support diverse learners.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.10
	7
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 7; Unit 2: Inner Monologues and Outer Dialogues Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Text Set 3: What do our thoughts show about us?; Read: The Inexplicable Chaos Factor of Mia Gregory; Preview; Intro
Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 7; Unit 2: Inner Monologues and Outer Dialogues Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Text Set 2: Why does point of view matter?; Read: In the Year 1974; Preview; Intro
	Videos to build background knowledge are included in each lesson for each grade.

	5.12
	6
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 6; Unit 5: California Dreaming Core ELA/ELD; Unit Overview; Independent and Volume of Reading
	A document similar to this is available for each grade level and unit.

	5.19
	6–8
	Teacher Portal; Help Center (scroll to the bottom of the page); Resources - Imagine Learning; Leveraging a School-to-Home Connection; StudySync Family and Caregiver Guide
	Guides are provided in Arabic, English, Farsi, Mandarin/ Chinese, Russian, Spanish and Vietnamese.

	5.23
	8
	Teacher Portal; Curriculum; Grade 8; Unit 1: The Stories That Scare Us Core ELA/ELD; Integrated Reading and Writing; Text Set 3: What’s more suspenseful: text or film?; Analyze: Media (The Most Dangerous Game); Preview; Teacher Edition; Instruction plus Differentiation
	Various forms of media are included in the curriculum.


StudySync provides clear guidance for Criteria 5, showing evidence that supports implementation, curriculum material with embedded teacher supports, and MTSS guidance.The program demonstrates a clear strength in supporting multilingual learners. Although the curriculum addresses instructional planning and support, accessibility of these resources may require further local review.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials. 
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