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Program Summary:
The StudySync California program (Curriculum) includes digital teacher and student editions for both Core ELA/ELD and Designated ELD curriculum. Program Resources are the downloadable reference documents that support instruction across StudySync. Getting Started materials include: StudySync Core Program Guide, grade-level ELA and ELD overviews, grade-level ELA and ELD Scope and Sequences, and Additional Resources on each grade level page include MTSS Guide and Assessment Overview and Guide.
Recommendation:
StudySync California is recommended for adoption for grades 6–8 because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy) and the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade levels in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	6
	Curriculum, Grade 6, Unit 2: The Art of Expression, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Culminating Project with Grammar, Draft: Claims and Counterclaims, Preview, Define
	W.6.1a, W.6.1b

	1.1
	7
	Curriculum, Grade 7, Unit 4: Stories of the Land, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Text Set 2: How does caring for the natural world help sustain us in return?
	RL.7.1, RL.7.3, RL.7.4, RL.7.10, W.7.10, SL.7.1a, SL.7.2, L.7.4, L.7.6

	1.1
	8
	Curriculum, Grade 8, Unit 5: Around the Table, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Text Set 2: How can food create community?, The Golden State of Food, Respond and Write
	RI.8.1, RI.8.2, SL.8.4, SL.8.6, W.8.1a, W.8.2b

	1.2
	6
	Curriculum, Grade 6, Unit 3: Lost and Found Designated ELD, Instructional Path, The Road Not Taken, Connect: Using Verbs, Preview, Proficiency: Select Expanding, Your Turn plus Reflect, Scaffolds
	PII.6.3

	1.2
	7
	Curriculum, Grade 7, Unit 2: Inner Monologues and Outer Monologues Designated ELD, Instructional Path, Seventh Grade: Interpret: Expressing Inferences
	PI.7.6b

	1.2
	8
	Curriculum, Grade 8, Unit 4: Timeless Tales, Designated ELD, Instructional Path, Cuentos de Josefina (Josephine's Tales), Produce: Listening Actively, Preview, Proficiency: Select Expanding, Your Turn plus Reflect, Scaffolds
	PI.8.5

	1.8
	6, 7
	Curriculum, Grade 6, Unit 5: California Dreaming, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Blast: California Dreaming, Preview
Curriculum, Grade 7, Unit 4: Stories of the Land, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Text Set 3: In what ways does nature inspire the way we speak?, Read: In the Water Over Stories, Preview, 1: Intro
	This program has a variety of tools such as graphics and multimedia to support comprehension of text.

	1.15
	6, 7
	Curriculum, Grade 6, Getting Started, Program Guide: Alignment to Key Themes pp. 7–9
Curriculum, Grade 7, Unit 1: Legends of Sports, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Culminating Project with Grammar, Informative Writing: Change Language to Spanish, Scaffolds: Glossary
	This program provides explicit, systematic vocabulary instruction through repeated, meaningful application, using vocabulary scaffolds with Spanish cognates and integrated supports, as indicated in the Program Guide: Alignment to Key Themes to support multilingual learners.


The Core ELA/ELD and designated ELD programs are designed as parallel curricula, providing recursive opportunities to address standards and foundational skills. The program supports comprehension through multimedia and explicit vocabulary instruction with multilingual supports. Program contains a full-length novel in grades six and eight and a full-length play in grade seven with additional novel study guidance across grade levels. Differentiation for English learners is by ELD proficiency level.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.2
	6
	Curriculum, Grade 6, Getting Started, Study Sync Core Program Guide: Category 1: English Language Arts and English Language Development Content/Alignment to Standards, ELA Content/Alignment to Standards, Alignment to Standards, p. 7
	The program presents consistent routines and protocols to teach literacy in both core ELA and designated ELD. The program demonstrates clear alignment and integration of ELA and ELD standards, assessment checkpoints, and Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) guidance.

	2.7
	8
	Curriculum, Grade 8, Getting Started, Study Sync Core Program Guide: Category 2: Program Organization, ELA Program Organization, Organizing Principles, pp. 51–59
	The program presents consistent routines and protocols to teach literacy in both core ELA and designated ELD.

	2.8
	7, 8
	Curriculum, Grade 7, Unit 4: Stories of the Land, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Text Set 1: How does nature teach us about community?, Knowledge-Building Blast: The Channel Islands in Chumash Life, Preview, Background Curriculum, Grade 8, Unit 6: Space Invaders, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Text Set 3: What happens after a disaster?, Ark, Respond: Ark, Preview, Write, Select: Proficiency: Emerging, Expanding, Bridging or Approaching
	The program addresses multimedia and technology with sufficient depth for all learners. Strength in addressing artificial intelligence (AI) literacy.


The program demonstrates a clear strength through consistent literacy routines and protocols across core ELA and designated ELD. It effectively aligns ELA and ELD standards, assessment checkpoints, and MTSS guidance while providing meaningful integration of multimedia, technology, and AI literacy to support all learners.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.6
	6
	Curriculum, Grade 6, Unit 2: The Art of Expression, Core ELA/ELD, Unit Overview, Using Formative Assessment to Guide and Adapt Instruction
	The program demonstrates a clear strength for multiple opportunities for formative assessments. 

	3.6
	7
	Curriculum, Grade 7, Unit 1: Legends of Sports, Core ELA/ELD, Unit Overview, Using Formative Assessment to Guide and Adapt Instruction
	The program addresses using formative assessments with sufficient clarity and consistency.

	3.1a
	8
	Curriculum, Grade 8, Getting Started, Program Guide, Category 3: Assessment, Assessment System Overview, Assessment Design, Item Types, pp. 76–77
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in assessment as multiple methods and opportunities for assessment are embedded throughout the program.

	3.5
	7
	Curriculum, Grade 7, Unit 1, Core ELA/ELD, End of Assessment, View as: Teacher when grading, Question 31, Exemplary Response
Curriculum, Grade 7, Unit 1, Core ELD, End-of-Unit Assessment, View as: Teacher when grading, Question 8, Exemplary Response
	The program provides exemplars at each proficiency level to guide teachers when grading.


The program demonstrates a strength in its comprehensive assessment system, with multiple embedded formative and summative assessment opportunities and guidance for using data to inform instruction. Exemplar responses are provided at each proficiency level to guide grading.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.1
	6–8
	Curriculum, Grade 6, Getting Started, StudySync Core Program Guide: ELD Content/Alignment to Standards, pp. 27–50
Curriculum, Grade 7, Getting Started, StudySync Core Program Guide: ELD Content/Alignment to Standards, pp. 27–50
Curriculum, Grade 8, Additional Resources, Assessment Overview and Guide: MTSS Tier Movement Steps, pp. 52–55
	The program provides guidance for incorporating strategies to meet the needs of English learner students.

	4.2
	7
	Curriculum, Additional Resources, Assessment Overview and Guide, MTSS Tier Movement Steps and MTSS Tier Movement Decision Rules, pp. 54–55
Curriculum, Grade 7, Getting Started, StudySync Core Program Guide Category 4: Universal Access, p. 111
Curriculum, Additional Resources, Guided Implementation of Multi-Tiered System of Supports for California Classrooms, Decision-Making and Data-Based Implementation Guidance, pp. 11–15 
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing guidance for MTSS Tier Movement.

	4.6
	8
	Curriculum, Grade 8, Getting Started, Grade 8 ELA Overview; Grade 8 ELA Scope and Sequence
	The program clearly details standard alignment and skill progression across the curriculum.


The program demonstrates strength in providing guidance to support English learners, including MTSS Tier movement and well-defined standards alignment and skill progression across the curriculum. The program clearly details standard alignment and skill progression across the curriculum.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.3
	6
	Curriculum, Grade 6, Unit Overview, Pacing Guide with Priority Pacing Recommendations
	The program provides clear pacing guides with options for flexible pacing.

	5.7
	7
	Curriculum, Grade 7, Getting Started, StudySync Core Program Guide, Category 5: Instructional Planning and Teacher Support, pp. 120–23
	The program provides clear, explicit guidance for learning, language, and instructional objectives.

	5.12
	6–8
	Curriculum, Getting Started, StudySync Core Program Guide, Category 1: English Language Arts and English Language Development Content/Alignment to Standards, ELA Content/Alignment to Standards, Building an Independent Reading Program, pp. 16–22
Curriculum, Grade 8, Getting Started, ELA Overview, Independent and Volume of Reading, Unit 1: pp. 15–16, Unit 2: pp. 37–38, Unit 3: pp. 66–67, Unit 4: 100–101, Unit 5: pp. 123–24, Unit 6: pp. 149–50
Curriculum, Grade 6, Unit 5: California Dreaming, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, The Big Idea, Self-Selected Reading: Choose a Text Set, Preview, Write
	The program provides clear guidance for supporting students with independent reading material for students to read outside of class and provides suggestions for engaging students in individualized reading plans in each unit.

	5.26
	6–8
	Curriculum, Grade 6, Unit 1: Creating Character, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Text Set 1: How does friendship shape who we are?, Scout’s Honor, Read: Scout’s Honor, Preview, Intro, Play Media, Select: CC
Curriculum, Grade 7, Unit 3: The Power of Words, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Text Set 2: How can words bring people together?, Knowledge Building Blast: When Voices Unite, Preview
Curriculum, Grade 8, Unit 3: The Rhetoric of Resistance, Core ELA/ELD, Integrated Reading and Writing, Text Set 3: How can unseen acts of courage create widespread effects?, Knowledge Building Blast: In the Shadows, Blast Text
	The program demonstrates a clear strength incorporating electronic resources that are an integral part that supports and enhances instruction.


The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing guidance for learning, language, and instructional objectives, along with flexible pacing options to meet diverse instructional needs. It also supports independent reading through individualized reading plans embedded in each unit and effectively integrates electronic resources that enhance and extend instruction.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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