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	Program
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	Inquiry by Design
	Inquiry by Design: English Language Arts with English Language Development California Edition
	Program Type 2, Grades 6–8


Program Summary:
The Inquiry by Design: English Language Arts with English Language Development California Edition program includes the following: ELA Teacher Guides (ELA TG), ELD Teacher Guides (D-ELD TG), Students Readers (SR), Online Platform (OP), Digital Resource Hub (DRH) for both ELA and D-ELD, Novel Class Sets (NCS).
Recommendation:
Inquiry by Design: English Language Arts with English Language Development California Edition is recommended for adoption for grades six through eight because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	6
	ELA TG; Unit (U) 1; Lesson (L) 17 p. 89
	RI.6.1, RI.6.4, RI.6.6, RI.6.10, W.6.10, L.6.3, L.6.6

	1.1
	7
	ELA TG; U2; L12 p. 63
	RI.7.1, RI.7.2, RI.7.4, RI.7.10, W.7.10, L.7.3, L.7.6

	1.1
	8
	ELA TG; U1; L7 p. 39
	RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.4, RL.8.10, SL.8.1, L.8.3, L.8.5, L.8.5.a, L.8.6

	1.2
	6
	D-ELD TG; U4; L21 p. 87
	ELD.PI.6.1, ELD.PI.6.2, ELD.PI.6.6c, ELD.PI.6.10a, ELD.PI.6.12a, ELD.PI.6.12b, ELD.PII.6.1

	1.2
	7
	D-ELD TG; U3; L1 p. 6
	ELD.PI.7.1, ELD.PI.7.4, ELD.PI.7.10a, ELD.PI.7.12a, ELD.PII.7.6

	1.2
	8
	D-ELD TG; U1; L15 p. 129
	ELD.PI.8.1, ELD.PI.8.5, ELD.PI.8.6a, ELD.PI.8.6b, ELD.PI.8.8, ELD.PI.8.10a, ELD.PI.8.12a, ELD.PII.8.7

	1.3
	6
	ELA TG; U2; L6 p. 31
	How to use details from text to support text’s theme, opportunity for peer interactions (speaking and listening), suggestion for extension (skit) - multimodal, text-dependent writing task

	1.7
	7
	ELA TG; U2; L8 p. 45
	Close reading of complex text, designed for knowledge and vocabulary building, and providing strategies for evaluating author's purpose and point of view

	1.9b
	8
	ELA TG; U1; L14 p. 83
	This is an example of a text with appropriate complexity and scaffolding to support all students


The program demonstrates strengths in alignment to ELA/ELD standards across grades 6-8. Targeted D-ELD differentiation utilizes proficiency-aligned scaffolds and frequent comprehension checks to deepen students' mastery of high-quality, complex, high-interest ELA texts. Integration of ELA and ELD lessons was explicit, including targeted language supports for each lesson.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.4
	6
	D-ELD TG; U1; L4 p. 27
	Language Objectives Connection: tracking pronoun references and use of pronouns in writing for greater clarity.

	2.8
	7
	ELA TG; U1; L23 p. 131
	This lesson provides explicit instruction in using multiple resources, including websites, in conducting research and determining the credibility of sources.

	2.12a
	7
	OP; Curriculum Materials; ELA Program Guide p. 33
	Sections for Assessment and Formative Assessment—summary statements of assessment design

	2.12g
	6
	ELA TG; U2; L11 p. 59
	Collaborative discussions, routines for structured conversations

	2.13
	8
	OP ELA DRH; U1; TR; Standards
	Comprehensive list of standards, organized as "Lessons by Standards" and "Standards by Lesson"


This program's streamlined design integrates ELA strands and designated/integrated ELD language objectives into a coherent instructional curriculum that supports teacher expertise and responsive decision-making. Explicit discussion structures, media and technology literacy instruction, embedded formative assessments, comprehensive standards alignment, and clearly articulated lesson objectives provide consistent guidance. LEAs may wish to examine the ease of navigation in the digital platform.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1b
	6
	ELA TG; Appendix; U4 p. A3
	Provides Assessment Guidance to teachers, including rubrics and recommendations for instruction based on students' responses

	3.2
	8
	ELA TG; U3; L12 p. 63
	End of Unit Assessment: students write a multi-paragraph performance task to demonstrate Unit content learning.

	3.5
	8
	ELA TG; U1; L28 p. 151
	Students are provided a student-friendly data tracking tool for monitoring progress. Through teacher modeling and sentence frames, students are able to self-assess and progress towards language development goals.

	3.7
	7
	D-ELD TG; U3; L15 p. 125
	D-ELD Discussion with Comparative Connectives: Provides expectations and differentiation for all EL proficiency levels. Provides for teacher observation and feedback to students.


The program offers diverse diagnostic, formative, and summative assessments, supported by rubrics and guidance for data-informed instructional decision-making within a multi-tiered system of support. Units end with student writing and performance tasks. Student-friendly tools are provided to support goal-setting, progress monitoring, and self-assessment. Targeted differentiation for varying English Learner typologies is integrated throughout.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.1
	6
	D-ELD TG; U2; L20; p. 167
	ELD lesson is connected to text from ELA lesson; focuses on deepening student understanding of idioms; provides modeling and guided note-taking; rubric is provided to assess students' written responses

	4.2
	7
	ELA TG; U5; L24; p. 121
	Grouping guidance based on (Multi-tiered System of Supports (MTSS) tiers of support; guided instruction on how to research; offers discussion sentence starters on how to choose research topic; opportunity for various forms of feedback (from teacher and peers)

	4.3c
	8
	ELA TG; U2; L15; p. 75
	Guidance on groupings based on data from mid unit assessment; offers mid unit extension instruction for each MTSS tier

	4.4
	6
	D-ELD TG; U1; L5 p. 36
	Includes supports for students who use variations of English; utilizes Frayer model to help students build understanding of vocabulary words including definition, word parts, morphology, cognates, examples, and non-examples; opportunity for students to connect home language to English vocabulary word

	4.7
	7
	ELA TG; U1; L17 p. 93
	Extend and enrich activities for students above a grade level; guidance on how to challenge students based on results from mid unit assessment; students revise narrative to provide alternative, showcasing consistent understanding of characters


The program addresses access and equity through the use of rubrics to guide students toward expected learning outcomes. Students extend learning based on MTSS levels, while results from formative and mid-unit assessments inform instruction. The program allows all students to demonstrate learning through various modalities while collaborating with peers and accountability partners. Lessons provide opportunities to leverage home language and build word knowledge in English.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.1
	6
	OP ELA DRH; U1; Teacher Resources; MTSS; Grade 6 Unit 1 Tier 2 and Tier 3 Supports; Lesson 4
	This resource provides tailored guidance on implementing tiered supports for Lesson 4

	5.2
	6
	OP ELA DRH; U3; TG; L15 p. 85
	This lesson provides extension activities and language resources needed for success criteria.

	5.3
	8
	OP D-ELD DRH; U1; TG Teacher Resources, 8-1 D-ELD Lesson and Assessment Map
	Assessment windows, unit writing genre, mid- and end-of-unit assessment prompt, language objectives, ELA and ELD lesson titles and objectives

	5.9
	7
	ELA TG; U1 pp. 1–4
	Unit at a Glance reflects student learning outcomes and lesson objectives according to standards.


This program offers guidance for planning and implementing daily instruction with embedded supports for differentiating and extending instruction. A particular strength lies in its MTSS supports, which offer tailored, tiered guidance for each lesson. Each unit has a D-ELD Lesson and Assessment Map, which outlines lesson objectives, language objectives, and unit assessments. ELA/ELD standards are available by lesson, or lessons by standard.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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