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	Program Type 1, Foundational Skills Domain, Grades K–2


Program Summary:
The PAF Reading Program includes the following: Teacher Materials (TM), Alphabet Picture Cards (APC), Digital Implementation Guide (DIG), Teacher Handbook (TH), Supplemental: Student Materials (SSM), Decodable Chapter Book (DCB), Skills Book (SB), Step by Step, Supplemental: Decodable Chapter Book (Spanish), Handwriting Wizards Print, The Dragons of Wellington (TDW), Digital Teacher Resources (DTR), Let’s Go! (LG)
Recommendation:
PAF Reading Program is recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade two (K–2) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Standards

	1.1
	1
	TH; V1 pp. 212–213
	RF.1.3a

	1.1a
	K
	TH; V1 p. 30
	RF.K.1a

	1.1
	2
	TH; V2 pp. 241–243
	RF.2.4a

	1.9a
	1
	Decodable Chapter Books
	N/A

	1.3
	K
	TH; V1 p. 231
	N/A

	1.9b
	2
	SB; TDW pp. 48–50
	N/A


The program strongly supports the development of letter-sound correspondence and the alphabetic principle, building a strong foundation for reading. Although the program does address phonological awareness, the program may require further review at the local level due to limited student exposure and support.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.12
	1
	TH; V1 pp. 35–40
	Instructional materials include directions

	2.12d
	K
	TH; V1 pp. 23, 183
	Guided practice and corrective feedback

	2.10
	K
	TH; V2 pp. 46–48
	Syllable Division Vowel-Consonant-Consonant-Vowel (VCCV)

	2.6
	2
	DTR, TDW, Instructional Resources, Comprehension Activity (Level 174)
	Material is drawn from other content area standards: history–social studies 2.1


The program provides students with multiple opportunities to practice word reading, spelling, and applying these skills while reading text. Local agencies may want to compare the order in which concepts are introduced throughout the program's scope and sequence to when the same concepts are introduced in the CA CCSS by grade level.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1
	2
	DIG; Assessments
	Assessment Overview and Links

	3.4
	1
	DIG; Assessment, Progress Monitoring
	Beginning, Middle, End of Year Progress Monitoring

	3.3
	K
	DIG; Assessment, Progress Monitoring
	Daily and Periodic Assessment Components

	3.2
	1
	DIG; Assessment & Differentiation
	Differentiation Recommendations are present


The program provides assessment guidance and information via the DIG as well as the assessment guide in the Teacher Handbook.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.4
	1
	DIG: Further Reading for Teachers
	Materials include support for students who use variations of English

	4.2
	2
	DIG: Universal Access
	Connection to Universal Access with Additional Links

	4.3
	K
	TH; V 2 pp. 310–313
	Assessments

	4.3b
	K
	DIG, Differentiation, Supporting all Learners & Accelerated Learners
	Suggestions for reinforcing or expanding the curriculum


The program relies on extended time and repetition to address the diverse needs of students instead of providing suggestions for reinforcing or expanding the curriculum. Although they provide two Bridge Texts for additional practice, no other strategies for differentiation among students with learning differences are included.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.13
	1
	SB.LG pp. 19–24
	Homework extends and reinforces classroom instruction

	5.1
	K-2
	DIG, Differentiation, Accelerated Learners
	Accelerated learner guidance, including an independent reading list

	5.16
	K
	DIG
	Digital materials are navigable

	5.19
	2
	DIG: Information for Families
	Parent letters (intro and for each book)


While the Teacher's Handbook is an adequate resource, local agencies will need to consult the digital resources for the full program. Lesson plans do not reference the digital materials, which can cause confusion.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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