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	Just Right Reader
	Just Right Reader Foundational Literacy Program: California Edition
	Program Type 1, Foundational Skills Domain, Grades K–2


Program Summary:
The Just Right Reader Foundational Literacy Program: California Edition program includes the following: Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Fluency Toolkit, K–2 Tiered Intervention Guide, MTSS and Assessment Guide, Kindergarten Decodable Library Classpack, Grade 1 Decodable Library Classpack, Grade 2 Decodable Library Classpack.
Recommendation:
Just Right Reader Foundational Literacy Program: California Edition is recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade two (K–2) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA Content/Alignment with Standards
The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for the intended grade levels in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	K
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1; Lesson C - Print Concepts p.122
	RF.K.1a, RF.K.1d

	1.1
	1
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1; Lesson 3 - Digraph -sh, p. 142
	RF.1.2a, RF.1.2b, RF.1.2c, RF.1.2d, RF.1.3a, RF.1.3b, RF.1.3g, RF.1.4a, RF.1.4b, RF.1.4c

	1.1
	2
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 2; Unit 5, Suffix -less, pp. 183–188
	RF.2.3c, RF.2.3d, RF.2.3e, RF.2.4a, RF.2.4b, RF.2.4c

	1.3
	K
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 3; A Mink, a Skink, and a Skunk, p. 157
	Facilitates the teacher's ability to help students make meaning of decodable text

	1.9a
	1
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1 pp. 48–51
	Scope and Sequence shows the unit-by-unit and foundational skills progression.

	1.11
	K–2
	Fluency Toolkit pp. 12–18
	Demonstrates fluency instruction in different contexts and the progression of K–2

	1.22b
	K–2
	K–2 Tiered Intervention Guide; Sections 2.6, Skill Lesson Plan Components and Implementation Guide pp. 19–24
	Supports teacher understanding of lesson plan components


The Just Right Reader program supports educators by providing clear insight into lesson plan components and offering a scope and sequence that outlines the unit-by-unit progression of foundational skills. To strengthen classroom practice, it illustrates fluency instruction across various contexts and models K–2 skill development, directly facilitating a teacher's ability to help students make meaning of decodable text. It fully meets all grade-level standards.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.9
	K
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1; Section 4; Instructional Design for Foundational Skills pp. 27–43
	Overview of Foundational Skills Progression, explains lesson components and overview

	2.10
	1
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1, Appendix C; Core Instructional Routines pp. 69–73
	Quick reference guide for teachers

	2.12a
	K
	MTSS and Assessment Guide; Section 4; Data-Based Decision Making pp. 17–20
	Informs Teachers on decision making for Tiered Instructions

	2.12d
	2
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans; Vol. 1, Section 9; Pacing and Instructional Planning pp. 61–69
	Supports teacher planning and understanding of curriculum as it demonstrates daily and weekly structures


The Just Right Reader program is organized with an alignment to a predictable pattern of instructional delivery for each grade level. Support materials demonstrate a clear overview of the foundational skills progression as well as support teacher planning and understanding of the curriculum components. Additional guides included support instructional routines, as well as data-based decisions to align to Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) tiers.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	1
	MTSS and Assessment Guide, Appendix E; Skill Checks pp. 109–136
	Provides multiple methods to measure Reading Foundation skills

	3.1d
	1
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1; Section 2.3; Data Tracking Tools p. 15
	Provides explicit support for effective use of included assessment tools

	3.3
	K–2
	MTSS and Assessment Guide; Section 6; Using Diagnostic Assessments pp. 29–30
	Provides assessment calibration

	3.5
	K
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans; My Literacy Journey Tracker (printable PDF)
	Supports agency through self-monitoring of literacy achievement

	3.6
	2
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1; Section 9.3; Using the Pacing Guide and Section 9.4; Using Assessment Data to Inform Instruction p. 63
	Recommends appropriate assessment pacing and planning


The Just Right Reader resource provides a comprehensive assessment system for reading foundations skills by offering multiple measures, explicit guidance for effective assessment implementation, and calibration support to ensure consistent scoring. It promotes thoughtful assessment pacing and planning while empowering students to take ownership of their literacy growth through self-monitoring of achievement.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.3c
	2
	K–2 Tiered Intervention Guide; Section 2.3; Take-Everywhere Literacy Packs, Just Right Reader Phonics Video Lessons p. 13
	Directions on how to use QR codes, which link to instructional videos on back of decodables, as home and school connection

	4.5
	K
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 3, Appendix E; Unit 5 Lesson 54, Differentiation Options: Readers Who Need More Practice p. 68
	Provides recommendations on how to differentiate for various learning needs by using letter tiles and Elkonin boxes

	4.5
	1
	MTSS and Assessment Guide, Section 7; Assessment Accommodations and Access pp. 31–32
	Suggestions assessment accommodations for Multilingual Learners and students with Section 504 or an Individualized Education Program

	4.6
	1
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 2, Appendix E; Unit 4 Lesson 27, Differentiation Options - Readers Who Need a Challenge section p. 179
	Provides teachers with suggestions of how to challenge students who have already mastered the skill being taught


The Just Right Reader program contains many organizational resources aligned to MTSS to support intervention and acceleration of diverse learner needs. The program is designed to provide resources for both home and school connection.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.6
	K
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1; Section 4.7; Lesson Plan Components and Implementation Guide pp. 35–43
	Explanation of the components of how the program is set up and the pattern it follows

	5.7
	1
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1; Section 8; Scope and Sequence pp. 48–51
	Program provides a scope and sequence of how the year progresses with focus and skills progression

	5.14
	2
	Teacher Guide and Lesson Plans, Vol. 1; Section 7; Supporting All Learners pp. 53–56
	Program provides targeted and explicit interventions for various student needs


The Just Right Reader program outlines a clear, structured design by detailing its foundational components and instructional patterns. A comprehensive scope and sequence guides the academic year, establishing a deliberate progression of skills and core focus areas. Additionally, the program incorporates targeted, explicit intervention strategies to effectively support diverse student learning needs.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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