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	Publisher/Developer
	Program
	Program Type and Grade Level(s)

	Language Dynamics Group
	Story Champs 2.0
	Program Type 4, Grades 1–3


Program Summary:
The Story Champs 2.0 program includes the following: Story Book (SB); Story illustrations (5″x6″ cards in box & digital presentation) (SI); 28 dry erase Champ Checks (CC); Story Grammar (SG), Connection, Sparkle, New Term (NT), Information Passage icons (cardstock & digital presentation) (IPI); Story Starter cards (in box & digital presentation) (SSC); Bingo Cards, Story Sticks, Story Cubes; Digital Materials for download (printable .pdf) (DMD); C3 Manual (C3M), Master Lesson Plans (MLP), Digital Presentation (DP); Writing Organizers (WO); Pattern Blocks; Information Notes; Word Journal; Spot the Sparkle posters (STS); Classroom Center Activities (CCA); Take-home Activities (THA), CUBED 3 NLM Manual (C3), Online Assessment Platform, Cubed Insight (OAP), Quick Start Guide (QSG), Word Journal, Pattern Blocks.
Recommendation:
The Story Champs 2.0 program is not recommended for adoption for grades one through 3 (1–3) because it is not aligned with the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy) and does not meet the rest of the evaluation criteria in category 1 or 5. The program does show strengths in categories 2–4.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program does not support teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program does not meet all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following the standards and/or criterion statements not met in Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Standards

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RL.1.9

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RL.1.10a

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RL.1.10b

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RI.1.5

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RI.1.6

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RI 1.8

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RI.1.9

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RI.1.10a

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RI.1.10b

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RF.1.1a

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RF.1.2a–d

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RF.1.3a–g

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	RF.1.4a–c

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	W.1.1a–d

	1.1
	1
	Missing
	L.1.5a

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	RL.2.4

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	RL.2.9

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	RI.2.2

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	RI.2.6

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	RI.2.7

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	RI.2.8

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	RF.2.3a–f

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	RF.2.4a–c

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	W.2.2

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	W.2.7

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	W.2.8

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	W.2.10

	1.1
	2
	Missing
	L.2.2b

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RL.3.2

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RL.3.5

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RL.3.10

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RI.3.3

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RI.3.5

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RI.3.6

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RI.3.9

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RI.3.10

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RF.3.3a–d

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	RF.3.4a–c

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	W.3.2d

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	W.3.6

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	W.3.8

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	L.3.2b

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	L.3.2g

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	L.3.3b

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	L.3.5a

	1.1
	3
	Missing
	L.3.5c

	1.7
	1–3
	Missing
	N/A

	1.9c
	1–3
	Missing
	N/A

	1.9d
	1–3
	Missing
	N/A

	1.9e
	1–3
	Missing
	N/A

	1.9g
	1–3
	Missing
	N/A

	1.14
	1–3
	Missing
	N/A

	1.18
	1–3
	WO: MLP; Large Group Master Lesson Plan 22 & Large Group Master Plan 17
	Includes narrative and expository writing but not opinion writing


Although the program materials do not address all required standards in multiple strands, the program demonstrates opportunity for student mastery of all Speaking and Listening standards.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.8
	1–3
	DP: Basic Story Structure (Level A); Classic Stories, Story 1: Hurt, Story Illustrations and Story Grammar Icons
	Digital access to story illustrations with drag-and-drop icons to indicate plot

	2.10
	1–3
	MLP: Large Group Master Lesson Plan 2
	Four distinct lesson components that break down a story structure retell

	2.12d
	1–3
	MLP: Small Group Master Lesson Plan 23
	Lesson structure moves from modeling to group to individual retelling

	2.13
	1–3
	QSG: Academic Standards and Master Lesson Plans columns
	Reference for teachers by grade level, academic standards and lesson plan numbers (whole group/ small group/ individual)


This program demonstrated clear strength in organization through concise and efficient print and digital materials, as well as student manipulatives. The program provided explicit guidance on entry, exit, and decision points, as well as clear pacing, lesson sequences, and objectives. Lessons included consistent structures for differentiated groupings, student discussions, formative assessment, and opportunities for reteaching.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials do contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1b
	1–3
	OAP: C3 pp. 129-138 QSG, 1–3 grade pages
	Guidance through Flowchart and progress monitoring through C3

	3.6
	1–3
	OAP: C3, p. 6
	Manual and online platform for the sharing and collection of assessment data

	3.1c
	1–3
	DMD: Story Champs Take Home Activities; Level A, pp. 1–25
	OAP provides reports for student progress assessment, results, and recommendations for intervention

	3.2
	1–3
	OAP: C3, p. 16
	Adaptable assessments with accommodations and modifications based on varying student needs


This program demonstrates clear strength in assessment practices through the CUBED-3 assessment, which can serve as benchmark screening, diagnostic, and progress monitoring purposes. The CUBED-3 includes detailed guidance for interpreting assessment data for identifying students in need of intervention, as well as informing program entry, exit, and other instructional decisions.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources do incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.3
	3
	C3M: pp. 18–23 
	Differentiation strategies for lesson adaptations 

	4.3 b
	2
	MLP: pp. 63–71
	The MLP includes a section in the back that included lesson add-ons that can be used to expand and adapt the lessons present in the MLP

	4.5 
	1
	Story cubes, story sticks, bingo cards, word journal, pattern blocks 
	Story Champs incorporates multi-sensory learning (e.g., simultaneous visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile activities for phonics instruction), in that they include cubes, sticks, cards, and journals for students to use that are multisensory and tactile approach to learning academic content 

	4.6
	1
	OAP: C3: QSG
	C3 benchmarks ensure clarity on grade level standards and expectations. QSG shows progression of skills until third grade.


This program shows strength in tactile learning options. It includes cubes, sticks, various types of cards, and pattern blocks that can help students with various learning styles and needs learn content. This program also includes many visual cues, icons, and images with meanings that can support visual oriented learners. This program also demonstrates strength in its assessments, particularly the CUBED-3 NLM. Lessons are flexible for teachers to address student needs.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The panel has determined that the program does not meet the criteria in Category 5. The panel identifies the following citations demonstrating how the program does not meet criterion statements in Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	1–3
	Missing
	The program does not include a teacher's edition. 

	5.12
	1–3
	Missing
	The program does not suggest exemplar texts that can be used for modeling and analysis of the language features, organizational structures, or literary elements being studied.

	5.19
	1–3
	THA
	Take home activities are included in English only, while the criteria says materials should be available in multiple languages commonly spoken by families of English learner students in California schools.

	5.22
	1–3
	MLP, TE
	Lack of specific and explicit teacher guidance around teaching linguistically diverse populations.

	5.23
	1–3
	Missing
	N/A

	5.25
	1–3
	Missing
	N/A


Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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