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	Program Type and Grade Level(s)

	Language Tree Online
	Comprehensive Hybrid ELD
	Program Type 5, Grades 4–8


Program Summary:
The Comprehensive Hybrid ELD program includes the following: Newcomers; English Language Development 1 (ELD1); English Language Development 2 (ELD2); Foundational Literacy Skills (FLS); Collaborative Listening and Speaking (CLS); Language Function and Construction (LFC); Performance Indicator for English Learner Proficiency Assessments for California (Performance Indicator for ELPAC).
Recommendation:
Comprehensive Hybrid ELD is not recommended for adoption for grades 4–8 because it is not aligned with all the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), does not meet the rest of the evaluation criteria in category 1, and does not show strengths in category 4.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program does not support teaching to the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program does not meet all the evaluation criteria in category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	NA
	NA
	NA

	1.2
	4–8
	Online Resources; ELD1 Assessments and Lessons; ELD1 CLS Lessons; CLS - L2 - Interacting with Written English
No evidence of collaboration with peers on joint writing projects of literary texts.
	PI.2.Ex

	1.2
	4–8
	Online Resources; ELD2 Assessments and Lessons; ELD2 CLS Lessons; CLS - L2 - Interacting with Written English
No evidence of collaboration with peers on joint writing projects of literary texts.
	PI.2.Br

	1.2
	4–8
	Online Resources; ELD 1; CLS Lesson 6: Reading and Viewing Closely
The program does not include lessons around (b) Use of morphology knowledge (e.g., affixes, roots, and base words), linguistic context, and reference materials to determine the meaning of unknown words on familiar topics.
	PI.6.Ex

	1.2
	4–8
	Online Resources; ELD 1; CLS Lesson 10: Writing
No evidence of (a) longer and more detailed collaborative literary writing tasks.
	PI.10.Ex

	1.2
	4–8
	Online Resources; ELD 2; CLS Lesson 10: Writing
No evidence of (a) longer and more detailed collaborative literary writing tasks.
	PI.10.Br

	1.9c
	4–8
	Online Resources; Newcomer; Newcomer Access Teacher Led Lessons; LFC Lesson1 - Text Structure
The program does not allow all students opportunities to encounter grade-level complex texts.
	NA

	1.9e
	4–8
	Online Resources; ELD2; LFC Lesson 1: Text Types Practice Assignment, Table before Q1, Q5, Table before Q9, Q12
The program does not include novels, plays, and extended full-length texts for close reading opportunities.
	NA

	1.9g
	4–8
	Online Resources; Newcomers; FLS Lesson 7 Phonemic Awareness: Medial Vowel Identification pp. 11–12
Online Resources; Newcomer Access Teacher Led Lessons; FLS Lesson 6: Segmenting Sounds, Teacher-led lessons pp. 12–13
The program does not have evidence of text selection guidance that includes decodable text.
	NA

	1.11
	4–8
	Online Resources; ELD1; LFC Lesson 1: Text Structure Q2–3, Q7–8, Q12
The program does not have evidence of research-based instruction in reading fluency, including bridging decoding to comprehension.
	NA


Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	4–8
	Online resources; Reporting and Resources; Additional Resources; Class Planning Resources; Class Planning Student Pacing Guide
	Weekly pacing guide from August to June (Quarter 1, Quarter 2, Quarter 3, and Quarter 4)

	2.8
	4–8
	Online resources; ELD2; CLS Lesson 1; Exchanging Information and Ideas; Q11
	Online lesson question allows student to self-record

	2.10
	4–8
	Online resources; ELD2; CLS Lesson 6; Reading and Viewing Closely; Video Input before Q1
	Explanatory techniques from simple to complex

	2.11
	4–8
	Online Resources; ELD 1; LFC Lesson 5; Modifying to add Details; Video input before Q1
	Connected to prior learning: review of adjectives; describing nouns. This lesson teaches adverbs; describing verbs.

	2.12b
	4–8
	Online Resources; Reporting and Resources; Additional Resources; Comprehensive ELD User’s Guide; pp. 100–109
	Direct Teaching: Teaching Suggestions. ELD2 Online interactive lessons: Collaborative Listening and Speaking (Lessons/Activities/Teaching Suggestions)


The hybrid format structure of the program offers instructional flexibility (e.g., teacher-led lessons, responsive grouping recommendations, and scaffolded online lessons and assignments). The program includes flexible weekly pacing guides. The online lessons also allow students to connect to prior learning and utilize multimedia technology (e.g., self-record).
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.2
	4–8
	Online resources; Performance Indicator of ELPAC; Performance Indicator Admin Resources; Resources; Summative Performance Indicator Guidance
	Summative assessments measure students’ progress and competency toward and attainment of the knowledge and skills after a period of instruction.

	3.3
	4–8
	Online resources; Performance Indicator of ELPAC; Performance Indicator Admin Resources; Resources; Interpreting Scores and Instructional Path
	Diagnostic screening assessments identify students’ instructional needs for intervention. Guidance is provided for interpreting progress monitoring data.

	3.6
	4–8
	Online Resources; Newcomers; Newcomers Access Teacher-Led Lessons; CLS Lesson 1 - Asking and Answering Questions p. 3
	Tools for teachers that facilitate collecting, analyzing, and sharing data on student progress and achievement.
Guidance provided for ongoing assessment and providing next steps based on data.

	3.7
	4–8
	Online resources; Performance Indicator of ELPAC; Performance Indicator for ELPAC-1 (Initial Series)
	Measures student progress across language proficiency levels.


This program provides diagnostic assessments as well as assessments throughout the program to continually measure student knowledge across language proficiency levels. Although the program provides a consistent assessment schedule, multiple methods of assessing what students know and are able to do, such as constructed responses, as well as guidance for decision rules for movement between tiers for students showing characteristics of dyslexia, may require further review.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources do not adequately incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources do not include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources do not provide sufficient guidance to support English learners with learning disabilities.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	4–8
	Online Resources; Reporting and Resources; Newcomer Higher Access Teacher-Led Lessons
Online Resources; Newcomer Practice Assignments
Online Resources; ELD1 Assessments and Lessons; ELD1 Foundational Literacy Skills Entry Assessment
Online Resources; ELD1 Assessments and Lessons; ELD1 FLS Lessons
Online Resources; Reporting and Resources; ELD1 Teacher-Led Lessons
Online Resources; ELD1 Practice Assignments; Foundational Literacy Skills
Online Resources; ELD2 Assessments and Lessons; ELD2 Entry Assessments; FLS Entry Assessment
Online Resources; ELD2 Assessments and Lessons; ELD2 FLS Lessons
Online Resources; Reporting and Resources; ELD2 Teacher-Led Lessons
Online Resources; ELD2 Practice Assignments; Foundational Literacy Skills
	No evidence of materials that include explicit connections to Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) data-based decision-making for students with disabilities, demonstrating how Universal Design for Learning principles are embedded in Tier 1 instruction. No evidence of instructional materials providing clear protocols for (a) interpreting screening data to identify students at risk for reading difficulties, including dyslexia.

	4.3a
	4–8
	Online Resources; Additional Resources; User’s Guide and Training; Comprehensive ELD Professional Development Slides pp. 9–12
	No evidence of providing differentiated strategies to meet students’ identified special needs in order to provide effective, efficient instruction for all students.
Materials do not demonstrate systematic differentiation aligned with MTSS tiers, including (a) Tier 1 universal screening protocols and differentiated core instruction for all learners.

	4.3b
	4–8
	Online Resources; Reporting and Resources; ELD1 Teacher-Led Lessons; ELD1 FLS; Lesson 1
Online Resources; Accessibility Icon; Accessibility Stance and Accommodations
	No evidence of the program providing differentiated strategies to meet students’ identified special needs in order to provide effective, efficient instruction for all students.

	4.3c
	4–8
	Online Resources; Newcomers Practice Assignments; Newcomers FLS; L1 - Letter Identification
	No evidence of the program providing differentiated strategies to meet students’ identified special needs in order to provide effective, efficient instruction for all students.

	4.3d
	4–8
	Online Resources; ELD1 Assessments and Lessons; ELD1 Entry Assessments; FLS Entry
	No evidence of the program providing differentiated strategies to meet students’ identified special needs in order to provide effective, efficient instruction for all students.

	4.5
	4–8
	Online Resources; Accessibility Icon; Accessibility Stance and Accommodations
	No evidence of program providing accommodation materials with California Dyslexia Guidelines, including multi-sensory learning (e.g., simultaneous visual, auditory, kinesthetic, and tactile activities for phonics instruction), alternative demonstration methods (e.g., oral responses), and technology supports (text-to-speech with synchronized highlighting).
The program does not explicitly include suggestions on a variety of ways for students with special instructional needs to access materials and demonstrate their competence (e.g., physically forming letters for students who have dyslexia or who have difficulties writing legibly or spelling words).


Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources address Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.16
	4–8
	Online Resources; My Courses web page
	Program structure is user friendly, and in hybrid format, all online materials are easy for teachers, students, and other stakeholders to follow and access.

	5.19
	4–8
	Online Resources; Reporting and Resources; Additional Resources; Family Outreach; Parents Guide to EL Achievement
	Parent Guide provided meets minimum criterion and is offered in multiple languages for multilinguistic learners.

	5.20
	4–8
	Online Resources; Reporting and Resources; Additional Resources; Comprehensive ELD User’s Guide p. 160
	Materials include whole-group, flexible small-group, and individual instructional strategies that promote student responsibility, engagement, and independence.

	5.26
	4–8
	Online Resources; LanguageTreeOnline.com; Getting Started with Language Tree Online
	Electronic learning resources, when included, are integral parts of the program, support instruction, and connect explicitly to the standards. All audiovisual, multimedia, and information technology resources include technical support and suggestions for appropriate use.


Online materials are accessible to teachers, students, and educational partners. The Parent Guide is offered in multiple languages and electronic learning resources are integral parts of the program. Audiovisual, multimedia, and information technology resources include technical support and suggestions for appropriate use. The inclusion of suggested student reading materials outside of class and organizing individualized reading goals may require further review.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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