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Program Summary:
The Discover and Grow TK Curriculum program includes the following: Teacher Edition (TE), Book Discussion Cards (DC), Vocabulary Cards (VC), Children’s Books Lists (BL), Center Activities (CA), Family Engagement/Home Connections (EC), Learning Genie Digital Platform (DP), Parent Platform (PP), Early Learning Environment Design Guide (ELEDG), Learning Genie Pacing Guide (PG), Early Learning Curriculum Fidelity (ELCF), and digital planning resources.
Recommendation:
Discover and Grow TK Curriculum is recommended for adoption in transitional kindergarten (TK) because the instructional materials support teaching to the specified Foundational Language Subdomain of the California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations (PTKLF) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Foundations
The program supports teaching to the PTKLF Foundations for TK in alignment with the evaluation criteria of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework and the content of the PTKLF. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations for Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Foundations

	1.1
	TK
	TE, Unit 0, pp. 14–16
	TK.LS1.1, K.LS1.4, TK.LS1.3, TK.LS1.6, TK.W4.3

	1.7
	TK
	TE, Unit 1, p. 8
	Read aloud selections

	1.9e
	TK
	TE Unit 0, p. 16
	Opportunities for literacy experience through song/storytelling

	1.9f
	TK
	TE, Unit 5, CA, p. 2
	Unit themes aligned to student interests

	1.11
	TK
	TE, Unit 6, pp. 98–100
	Eight worksheet mentions in 7 units Worksheet mentions all optional


This program addresses alignment with the foundations through instructional materials that include routines such as read aloud, classroom discussions, centers and opportunities for student writing in a play-based context. It emphasizes hands-on experiences for students rather than pencil-paper worksheet driven practice. Local decision makers may want to examine the extent which the program is informed by the current research in literacy for early childhood education.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.6
	TK
	TE, Unit 3, pp. 101–107
	Two full units connected to art

	2.9
	TK
	TE, Unit 0, pp. 15–16
	Multiple opportunities to practice

	2.12g
	TK
	TE, Unit 4, p. 81
	Engage in conversations related to read- aloud text

	2.12j
	TK
	TE, Unit 3, pp. 101–103
	Project-based learning


The program demonstrates strengths by incorporating other content areas. It provides teachers with clear guidance to assist in engaging students in conversations and discussions with peers. The program provides multiple opportunities for students to practice skills in playful learning contexts, including project-based learning activities. Local decision makers may want to examine the extent which the program addresses sufficient instructional content for 180 days of instruction.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1b
	TK
	TE, Unit 4, p. 29
	Consistent guidance on modifying instruction

	3.1c
	TK
	PP, CA PTKLF Assessment and Fidelity Guide, pp. 54–56
	Progress report tool

	3.1d
	TK
	TE, Unit 0, p. 18
	Assessment tools (without teacher guidance)

	3.6
	TK
	DP
	Teacher-to-families communication  tools


The program provides consistent guidance throughout each unit on modifying instruction to support students. Local decision makers should be aware that artifical intelligence (AI) tools are incorporated to develop instruction and assessment reports such as student progress reports. It should be noted that student information could be uploaded into the AI tool to generate goals. Local educational agencies (LEAs) should note assessment relies on Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP).
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	TK
	TE, Unit 0, pp.18-19
	Universal design for differentiated learning-Learners with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs)

	4.3a
	TK
	TE, Unit 0, p. 19
	Culturally and linguistically responsive practice

	4.5
	TK
	TE, Unit 3, pp. 144-145
	Universal design for differentiated learning

	4.6
	TK
	TE Unit 0, internal, front matter, p. 3, DRDP
	DRDP


This program addresses access and equity for diverse learners throughout the teacher's edition with a daily Universal Design for Differentiated Learning list of considerations to specifically support learners with IEPs and Dual Language Learners (DLLs). There is also a daily Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Practice section. LEAs may want to note that the program does not include specific support for students who use African American English.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	TK
	TE, Unit 4, p. 42 Teaching Tips for Standards
	Guidance for teachers to deepen understanding for learners

	5.6
	TK
	TE, Unit 4, p.37 
	Activity description and supports for learners with IEPs and DLLs

	5.17
	TK
	TE, Unit 0, p.17 
	Oral collaboration routines

	5.26
	TK
	TE, Unit 5, pp.122, 140, 167
	Accessible songs/videos


The program guides teachers to develop routines for oral collaboration. QR codes make videos and songs easily accessible to teachers. Guidance is provided for teachers to deepen students' understanding. Supports for learners with IEPs and DLLs are embedded in the Universal Design for Differential Learning section of the lessons.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
Edits and Corrections:
The following edits and corrections must be made as a condition of adoption:
	#
	Grade level
	Component
	Page Number or Online Hierarchy
	Current text
	Proposed corrected text
	Reason for edit

	1
	TK
	Unit 1, Week 1 book: cover image
	p. 7
	[image: Cover of the book "Last Stop on Market Street."]
	Image shows “What I Like About Me!”
	Book listed as “Last Stop on Market Street”
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