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	Learning Without Tears
	Get Set for School: Letters and Literacy California
	Program Type 6.1, Grade TK


Program Summary:
The Get Set for School: Letters and Literacy California program includes the following: Letters & Literacy Teachers Guide (LLTG), Letters & Literacy California Literature Guide and Resources (CALTG), Letters & Literacy California Classroom Kit (Kit), Interactive Digital Teaching Tool (IDTT).
Recommendation:
Get Set for School: Letters and Literacy California is recommended for adoption in transitional kindergarten (TK) because the instructional materials support teaching to the specified Foundational Language Subdomain of the California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundation (PTKLF) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Foundations
The program supports teaching to the PTKLF Foundations for TK in alignment with the evaluation criteria of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework and the content of the PTKLF. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations for Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	 Foundations

	1.1
	TK
	LLTG, Unit 3, pp. 208–209
	FLS2.1, FLS2.2, FLS2.4, FLS2.5, W4.2

	1.7
	TK
	CALTG, p.174
	Up to date, confirmed research in literacy

	1.9c
	TK
	LLTG, Unit 3, p. 212
	Lesson for alphabet knowledge using hop and roll mats

	1.9e
	TK
	CALTG, Unit 3, Week 18, p. 75
	Extend thoughts and ideas by engaging in dramatic play

	1.21b
	TK
	CALTG, Unit Opener, pp. 34–35, pp. 76–77, 124–125
	Use of questions to check for understanding; framework for retelling


The program demonstrates clear guidance with lessons grounded in current science of reading research. It addresses foundational skills with sufficient practice using hands-on, multisensory approaches to learning. Teachers are provided lessons that are engaging and centered around play-based learning that is appropriate for transitional kindergarten students. The program demonstrates a balance between oral language development and foundational literacy skills.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.9
	TK
	LLTG, Multisensory Activities and Hands-On Materials, pp. 8–9
	Teachers are provided materials that allow for hands-on exploration, with multi-sensory materials

	2.11
	TK
	LLTG, Unit 2, pp. 108–109
	Lessons build to control amount of information taught at a time and connect to prior learning

	2.12b
	TK
	LLTG, Unit 2, pp. 112–113; LLTG, Unit 1, pp. 26–27
	Balance of teacher directed and child- directed learning

	2.12f
	TK
	LLTG, Unit 1, pp. 27
	Teachers are provided with differentiated support strategies 

	2.12g
	TK
	CALTG, Unit 4, pp. 35
	Collaborative conversations


The program provides guidance for teachers around child-directed learning. Teachers receive support during lessons through suggestions for multilingual students, as well as students needing challenge and extra support. Students learn through hands-on exploration with multi-sensory materials. Teachers follow a scope and sequence built to connect students to prior learning.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	TK
	LLTG, Unit 1, p.86
	1:1 Assessment and observational checklist

	3.2
	TK
	IDTT
	Assessments to guide instruction

	3.4
	TK
	LLTG, Unit 6, p. 406
	Observational checklist, assessment list

	3.5
	TK
	LLTG, Unit 2, p. 39
	Oral language development, reflection


This program provides multiple forms of assessment including formative and summative assessments. It provides various recording tools such as observational checklists and oral language reflections, and direct skill-based assessments. Assessment guides are supplied to support teachers in collecting and communicating student growth.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	TK
	LLTG, Unit 1, Support, p. 77
	Neurodivergent support

	4.3a
	TK
	CALTG, Oral Language and Pre-writing Supports, p. 142
	Emergent writing support, Dictation Adult support

	4.3d
	TK
	CALTG, Unit 3, Lesson 4: Extend and Apply Learning, p. 75
	Total Physical Response (TPR), Early and Later supports

	4.5
	TK
	LLTG, , Phonological Awareness: Compound Words, p. 410
	Activity Variations: Sound Around Box, Pop & Flip Sounds Board, Hop & Roll Mats

	4.7
	TK
	LLTG, Differentiation, Extensions to Challenge Learners, p. 19
	Approximate words, phrases or thoughts, Deepen letter-sound and writing skills


The program addresses access and equity for diverse learners in a variety of ways throughout. Teachers are provided with tips for supporting neurodivergent learners within the weekly overview. There are differentiation suggestions for challenged and advanced learners. Variations of one lesson are also included for specific skills that include a variety of hands on material suggestions.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	TK
	CALTG, Overview, pp. 4–7
	Checking for understanding and adjusting lessons or learning opportunities

	5.6
	TK
	CALTG, Overview, pp.10–15
	Looking at the literature, unit overview and read alouds

	5.15
	TK
	LLTG, Skills Matrix, Units 1–6, pp. 16–17
	Skills by domain

	5.16
	TK
	IDTT
	Explicit teacher guide; online component simple to navigate; equitable access


The program provides lesson activities with clear objectives and opportunities for children to practice skills. Lessons include clear scope and sequence allowing teachers to adjust lessons and learning opportunities. The online component is easy for teachers to navigate, and linked to other program components.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
California Department of Education, August 2026
