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Program Summary:
The Summit! California program includes the following: 6–8: Digital Curriculum, Student Companions, Teacher’s Editions, Extended Writing Teacher’s Editions, Whole Group and Extended Writing Practice Printables, Focus Group Lessons and related Practice Printables, Differentiated Texts, Summit! California Essentials, Suggested Lesson Plans and Pacing Guides, Independent Reading Guides, Data-Informed MTSS Guide, Assessment Handbook, Unit Assessments, Diagnostic Assessment, Foundational Skills and Fluency Assessments.
Recommendation:
Summit! California is recommended for adoption for grades six through eight because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Standards

	1.1
	6
	Grade 6: Teacher's Editions; Vol 1; Activity 1.2 Skills Spotlight p. 14
	RI.6.2

	1.1
	7
	Grade 7: Teacher’s Editions; Vol 1; Activity 1.3 Skills Spotlight p. 11
	RL.7.4; RL.7.5

	1.1
	8
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 8: Unit 1; Language Checkpoint 1.5; Checkpoint 1
	RL.8.1, RL.8.4, RL.8.5, RL.8.6, W.8.3a, W.8.3b, SL.8.1a, L.8.1a, L.8.1b, L.8.5b

	1.5
	6–8
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Resources; Research Base Alignment
	N/A

	1.8
	7
	Grade 7: Teacher’s Editions; Vol 2; Activity 6.2 “Long Walk to Freedom” Teach note 18 p. 74 (read aloud / comprehension)
	RI.7.2

	1.9c
	6
	Grade 6: Teacher’s Editions; Vol 1; Activity 2.3 “Thank You, M’am” Leveled Differentiated Instruction p. 93
	RL.6.2, RL.6.3

	1.15
	8
	Teacher's Editions; Vol 1; Activity 3.8 Teach note 8 (perspective) p. 262
	N/A


The program addresses all CA CCSS for ELA grades 6–8. Provides a comprehensive and sequential ELA program that includes differentiation within Tier 1 instruction, as well as intervention that addresses foundational skills standards. Content and routines are aligned with current research. Texts are diverse and have a range of complexity.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Resources; Applied Literacy Lessons; Applied Literacy Student Edition (discipline-specific texts)
	180-day overview

	2.2
	8
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Resources; Standard Correlations; G8 ELA Correlations
	Scope and sequence alignment with CA CCSS

	2.3
	7
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Resources; Scope and Sequence
	Maps each activity to ELA and ELD standards

	2.9
	6
	Teacher's Editions; Vol 1; Activity 3.3, p. 172
	Multiple opportunities to practice and apply in context


The program provides clear and organized instructional content for 180 days of instruction. Meets both standards and CA ELA/ELD Framework goals. Includes a variety of materials to support student achievement, building on students' background knowledge and sequentially developing students' prior knowledge.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Assessments; Unit 5 Assessments; Grade 6, U5, Unit Assessment; Questions; Question 3 (Choice Matrix), Question 5 (Short Answer), Question 6 (Select Text), Question 11 (Multiple Choice), Question 15 (Multiple Select), Question 19 (EBSR)
	Multiple methods of assessing what students know and are able to do, such as selected response/constructed responses.

	3.1b
	6–8
	Teacher Resources; Data-Informed MTSS Guide pp. 10–21
	Guidance for making decisions about instructional practices and how to modify instruction so that all students are consistently progressing toward meeting or exceeding the content standards.

	3.1c
	6–8
	Teacher’s Editions; Vol 1; Activity 1.2 Teacher notes 11–13 plus Teacher Tip p. 8 (portfolio)
	Materials and suggestions to assist the teacher in keeping parents and students informed about student progress. Area of opportunity in sharing assessment information in other ways.

	3.5
	7
	Teacher’s Editions; Vol 1; Activity 2.2 Teacher note 7 p. 77
	Materials should include student-friendly data-tracking tools for monitoring progress


The program provides varied ways to assess students as well as opportunities to have students self-assess and track their own progress. In addition, it provides guidance for making decisions about instructional practices and how to modify instruction.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	7
	Teacher’s Editions; Grade 7: Vol 2; Activity 7.7 Introducing the Strategy: RAFT p. 211 (instructional strategy)
	Lessons include strategy to support all learners to access content.

	4.3b
	8
	Grade 8: Teacher’s Editions; Vol 1; Activity 2.4 Connect to Learning p. 142 (preteaching)
	Preteaching includes guidance on how to connect to learning to build schema.

	4.4
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6: Teacher Resources; Standard English Learners Handbook; Standard English Language Practice
	Ample support and explicit guidance for African American English (AAE) support for students utilizing variations of English

	4.5
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6: Unit 1: Choice Activities; Activity 2: Choice 1: What Makes a Narrative?; Part A; Student Experience; Once the lesson loads, please click “Next” until you reach Returning to the Text: Question 1 (digital writing space)
	Digital platform meets Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.2 and American with Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility standards.


Materials include explicit guidance for differentiation aligned to Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) principles and instructional strategies to address needs of all learners, including students with disabilities. Materials to support students who use AAE honors linguistic diversity. Digital platform has built-in tools that ensures inclusivity for students with disabilities to demonstrate learning.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.1
	6
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 6: Teacher Resources, Scope and Sequence
	Scope and sequence with ELA/ELD standards alignment, progress-monitoring suggestions

	5.10
	8
	Grade 8: Teacher’s Edition, Vol 1, Activity 1.5, About the Author, Teacher notes 3–4, Teacher Tip pp. 32–33
	"About the Author" author background and profiles

	5.20
	7
	Grade 7: Teacher’s Editions; Vol 1; Activity 2.3 Connect to Learning p. 78 (individual)
	Variety of student grouping options––flexible small groups, individual instruction, etc.

	5.22
	6–8
	Digital Curriculum: Language Transfer Handbook
	Validate the linguistic diversity of students

	5.23
	6
	Grade 6: Teacher Resources, Graphic Organizers p. R17
	Specific lessons in evaluating online sources, conducting research, and connection to Library Standards


The program provides clear scope and sequence with suggestions for progress monitoring. There are a variety of student grouping options throughout the program to support MTSS structure. The program provides guidance for teachers to support linguistically diverse students; students' linguistic backgrounds are validated throughout the program. Included in every grade level are strong media literacy lessons, as well as knowledge-building activities and "teacher tips" about authors and historical topics.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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