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Program Summary:
The Emerge! California program includes the following: Student Companions, Teacher’s Editions (TE), Extended Writing Teacher’s Editions, English Language Development (ELD) Teacher’s Edition, Whole Group and Extended Writing Practice Printables, ELD Practice Printables, Focus Group Lessons and related Practice Printables, Differentiated Texts, Emerge! California Essentials, Suggested Lesson Plans and Pacing Guides, Independent Reading Guides, Data-Informed Multi-Tiered System of Support Guide, Assessment Handbook, ELD Progress Monitoring Printables, Unit Assessments, Diagnostic Assessment, Foundational Skills and Fluency Assessments.
Recommendation:
Emerge! California is recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade five (K–5) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade levels in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Standards

	1.1
	K
	TE; Unit 8; Lesson 4; Inflectional -s p. T52
	RF.K.3, RF.K.3a

	1.2
	K
	ELD TE; Unit 4; Lesson 1; Introduce the Week p. 110
	ELD Pl.K.1 Em, Ex, Br., ELD PI.K.3. Em, Ex, Br.

	1.10
	K
	TE; Unit 9; Lesson 8; Phonological Awareness, Phoneme Awareness, Decoding, Handwriting, Encoding, High Frequency Word Review, Decodable Reader pp. 110–116
	RF.K.2c, RF.K.3.a, L.K.1.a

	1.1
	1
	TE; Unit 3; Lesson 4; Seasons, R Blends pp. T50–T51
	L.1.2d, RF.1.3g, L.1.2d

	1.2
	1
	ELD TE; Unit 2; Lessons 11–12; Write About the Text (modeled writing) pp. 68–69
	ELD Pl.1.2 Em, Ex, Br, ELD PI.1.10 Em, Ex, Br, PII.1.3 Em, Ex, Br

	1.5
	1
	Professional Learning; Author Videos
	N/A

	1.1
	2
	TE; Unit 1; Lesson 1; What’s the Message, Read Aloud pp. T16–T17
	RI.2.2, 2.2, SL.2.1, 2.1a, 2.1b, 2.2

	1.2
	2
	ELD TE; Unit 1; Lesson 3; Vocabulary, Be a Word Solver, Compound Words p. 6
	ELD P1.2.12.b Em–Br

	1.20
	2
	TE; Unit 3; Lesson 11; Concept Knowledge Multimedia pp. 118–119
	SL.2.1c, SL.2.2

	1.1
	3
	TE; Unit 1; Lesson 4; Short Vowels; Closed Syllables, Keep an Open Mind pp. T36–T37
	RF.3.3, RF.3.3d, RF.3.4a, RF.3.4b, L.3.2e

	1.2
	3
	TE; Unit 5; Lesson 5; Central Text, Native Americans and European Colonies pp. T38–T39
	ELD P1.3.1 Em, ELD P1.3.1 Ex, ELD P1.3.1 Br, ELD P1.3.10b Em, ELD P1.3.10b Ex, ELD P1.3.10b Br, ELD PIII.3

	1.5
	3
	Emerge! California Essentials; Welcome to Emerge! California pp. 1.3, 2.4–2.10
	N/A

	1.1
	4
	TE; Unit 2; Lesson 1; Explore: “A Bird’s Eye View of the US Government” pp. T6–T13
	RI.4.1, RI.4.7, ELD PI.4.12a.Em, ELD PI.4.12a Ex, ELD PI.4.12a Br

	1.2
	4
	ELD TE; Unit 5; Lessons 2–3; Access The Directed Text, “Buffalo and Horses Among Our People” pp. 160–163
	ELD PI.4.7 Em, ELD PI.4.7 Ex, ELD PI.4.7 Br

	1.9
	4
	TE; Unit 4; Lesson 16; Central Text: Reread, “Crowned: Magical Folk and Fairy Tales From the Diaspora” pp. T96–T99
	RL.4.1, 4.3, 4.4, ELD PI.4.12a Em–Br

	1.1
	5
	TE; Unit 1; Lesson 8; Companion Text: “Making a Difference in the Peace Corps” pp. T48–T56
	RI.5.1, 5.2, 5.5, 5.6, 5.9, 5.10, L.5.6, W.5.9, 5.10

	1.2
	5
	TE; Unit 1; Lesson 1; Unit Opener: “Reading Connects Us” pp. T5, T8, T17
	ELD.PI.5.1

	1.7
	5
	TE; Unit 1; Lesson 2; Directed Text: The Vanderbeekers to the Rescue pp. T15 A–H
	N/A


McGraw Hill Emerge! California, Grades K–5 is a comprehensive ELA/ELD program designed to support all literacy strands. In addition to whole group lessons, focus group supports and scaffolded support for diverse and multilingual learners are embedded throughout the curriculum in alignment with the ELA/ELD standards. The standards are clearly identified and addressed in the curriculum with a detailed scope and sequence, in the teacher and student editions, and in additional resources.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	K
	TE; Lesson Planner; Unit 1 p. xxvi
	Each unit starts with a planner that includes timing.

	2.6
	1
	Teacher Support: Emerge! California Essentials Grade 1; California Correlations pp. R.93–R.96
	Demonstrates alignment and integration of content areas.

	2.2
	2
	Teacher Support: “Lesson by Lesson Scope and Sequence”; Unit 1; Lessons 1–20; pp.1–24
	N/A

	2.9
	3
	TE; Unit 3; Lesson 6; Weather and Our World pp. T43–T46
	Guidance can be found throughout the TE in specific lessons and the included assessments.

	2.12e
	4
	Teacher Support; K–5 Suggested Lesson Plans and Pacing Guides; Flexible Pacing Guide and Grade Level ELA Pacing Guides pp. 136–156
	Provides year at-a-glance unit pacing and suggested pacing for each lesson.

	2.4
	5
	ELD TE; Unit 6; Lesson 1 “Ecosystems and Energy Flow” pp. 197–236
	Every ELA unit at every grade level has a companion ELD TE for designated ELD instruction, and ELA TEs also include suggestions for integrated ELD support.


Emerge! is a well-organized program that provides sufficient instructional materials for 180 days of instruction. The program aligns to CA CCSS, includes designated ELD lessons in addition to ELA lessons with integrated ELD supports, and integrates topics from across the content areas. Lessons are provided for Tier 1 instruction and Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) focus groups. Lessons include pacing guidance and teacher tips.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.3
	K
	Assessments; Printables; Diagnostic Assessments pp. 4–8
	Diagnostic screening assessments

	3.4
	1
	Assessments; Printables; Unit Assessments Printables; Unit 1 Week 1 Checkpoint pp. 1–6
	N/A

	3.5
	2
	Extended Writing TE; “Rubrics and Checklists” p. T3G
	Writing Rubrics and Checklists

	3.6
	3
	TE; Unit 7; Data and Assessment pp. T3U–T3V
	Tools and Pathways––Further support can be found in the online Assessment Handbook.

	3.6
	3
	ELD; Progress Monitoring, Printable ELD Rubrics; Grade 3 pp. 1–10
	N/A

	3.1a
	4
	Assessment Printables; Unit Assessments; Unit 6 End of Unit Assessment pp. 1-11
	Mid- and end-of-unit assessments include a variety of question types. Constructed response questions and performance tasks are available for each unit.

	3.1b
	5
	Assessments; “Data-Informed MTSS Guide” pp. 32–41
	MTSS Guide includes various assessments for each MTSS tier and guidance for implementation. Online platform supports MTSS system with individualized student suggestions for additional practice and support.


McGraw Emerge! uses diagnostic, formative, interim, and summative assessments (available digitally or on paper) to monitor student learning. Student self-assessments encourage goal setting and reflection. Assessment data provides teachers with actionable insights to differentiate instruction, target interventions, monitor growth, and adjust teaching to meet individual student needs.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.5
	K
	Teacher Support; Emerge! California Essentials pp. 6.2–6.6
	Examples of how the program reaches all learners

	4.2
	1
	TE; Unit 4; Lesson 13; Vocabulary p. T174
	Vocabulary routine

	4.3a
	2
	Teacher Support; Emerge! California Essentials; “Reaching all Learners,” Differentiation, Pre-teaching and Reteaching pp. 6.47–6.48
	Differentiation strategies (including where to find additional resources)

	4.7
	3
	TE; Unit 3; Lesson 1; Concept Knowledge Multimedia; “Weather and Our World” p. T6
	Activities to “Extend” student learning during the lesson

	4.1
	4
	ELD TE; Unit 6; Lesson 11; Listening Comprehension Read Aloud: “Tricks and Treats” pp. 212–213
	Complements the lesson in the ELA TE with targeted and explicit Multilingual Leaner instruction according to English language development levels

	4.4
	5
	Teacher Support; Standard English Learner Resources; Standard English Learners Handbook pp. iv-xix
	Guidance provided for teaching students who speak linguistic variations of English, including suggested modifications, strategies, and routines, as well as detailed descriptions of phonics and grammar differences to build teacher understanding.


Emerge! provides a variety of resources, tools, and suggestions to support equitable and universal access for all learners, including multilingual learners and students with learning disabilities. Scaffolding supports include guided practice, visual supports, collaborative learning frames, explicit vocabulary practice, annotation strategies, and differentiated teacher guidance. Texts represent diverse student cultures and experiences.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.18
	K
	Teacher Support, Suggested Lesson Plans and Pacing Guides pp. 252–255
	Suggestions on how to adapt the kindergarten program to a transitional kindergarten classroom

	5.20
	1
	TE; Unit 7; Lesson 5; Companion Text p. T58
	Example of independent and small group instruction

	5.1
	2
	TE; “Lesson Planner”; Unit 1 pp. T3O–T3V
	Unit planner with lesson outlines and suggested times

	5.2
	3
	Teacher Support; Emerge! California Essentials; Differentiation; “Reaching All Learners,” pp. 6.47–6.48
	Differentiation strategies for pre-teaching, reteaching, and/or extending lessons

	5.19
	4
	Instructional Resources; School to Home Connections for Parents/Caregivers (Printables), Unit 1 pp. 1–2
	Each unit includes a letter to families (offered in several languages) detailing the skill foci and how families can support at home.

	5.2
	5
	TE; Unit 1; Lesson 5; “Summarize the Text” p. T34
	Lesson plans include sidebar guidance to teachers regarding differentiation and responsive adjustments to lessons, as in this formative assessment example with “if… then…” suggestions. The curriculum also provides substantial additional support via the Focus Group lessons, and numerous extension opportunities, as in the Extended Writing prompts.


Emerge! provides comprehensive planning tools, including pacing guides, lesson plans with time estimates, standards-aligned objectives, Integrated and Designated ELD support, embedded formative assessments, and differentiation for whole group and small group instruction that support Universal Design for Instruction. Letters to families, in multiple languages, are available for each unit. Digital resources and teacher guidance streamline planning and support content and language development.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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