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Program Summary:
The Emerge! California program includes the following: K–5: Digital Curriculum, Student Companions, Teacher’s Editions (TE), Extended Writing Teacher’s Editions, Whole Group and Extended Writing Practice Printables, Focus Group Lessons and related Practice Printables, Differentiated Texts, Emerge! California Essentials, Suggested Lesson Plans and Pacing Guides, Independent Reading Guides, Data-Informed Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) Guide, Assessment Handbook, Unit Assessments, Diagnostic Assessment, Foundational Skills and Fluency Assessments.
Recommendation:
Emerge! California is recommended for adoption for kindergarten through grade five (K–5) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), meets the rest of the criteria in category 1, and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	K
	TE; Grade K.U3.L4 pp. T50–58
	RF.K.2f, RF.K.3, RF.K.3b, RF.K.1a, L.K.2d, RF.K.2e, RF.K.3c, RF.K.4, L.K.5a

	1.1
	1
	TE; Grade 1.U12.L1
	RI.1.5, RI.1.8, RI.1.10

	1.1
	2
	TE; Grade 2.U2.L11
	RL.2.1

	1.1
	3
	Digital Curriculum: Student Companion Grade 3.U4.L3
	RF.3.3a

	1.1
	4
	Digital Curriculum: Grade 4.U3 p.1: Extended Writing; Printables; Extended Writing Printables
	W.4.4; W.4.10

	1.1
	5
	Student Companion: Grade 5.U6.L.4–5, p. 37
	RI.5.1, RI.5.3

	1.5
	K–5
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Support; K–5: Research Base Alignment 
	N/A

	1.9a
	K
	TE; Grade K.U12 pp. xviii–xxii
	Variety of Standards


This program addresses all CA CCSS for ELA grades K–5. Provides a comprehensive and sequential ELA program that includes differentiation within Tier 1 instruction and intervention. Content and routines are aligned with current research. The texts are diverse with a range of complexity. Writing support is robust and comprehensive. Comprehension of informational and narrative texts is taught with teacher modeling, guided practice, and independent practice. Foundational skills standards are addressed in all grades.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	2
	TE; Grade 2.U1, pp. T30–T3V
	Provided daily blocks and a pacing guide for 180 days of instruction

	2.2
	K–5
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Support; Emerge! California Essentials, (K–5) p. 6.7, (Grade K) pp. R.2–R.51, (Grade 1) pp. R.2–R.49, (Grades 2–5) pp. R.2–R.37
	Aligns with scope and sequence for California standards

	2.11
	4
	TE; Grade 4.U3.L18 pp. T106–107
	Students are invited to synthesize information by making connections with previously read texts.

	2.13
	K
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Support; Emerge! California Essentials, Grade K, pp. R.2–R.51; pp. R.52–R.72
	Provides standards list in teacher's guide

	2.14
	3–5
	TE; Grades 3–5; U9 pp. 1–3
	Provides a unit overview. Each grade contains an opener with an essential question.

	2.15
	1
	Whole Group Writing Practice Printables Grade 1.U1 p. 1.1
	Printable "Word Structure" chart/graphic organizer; standards-aligned support materials


The program includes a range of strategies, including direct teaching and routines that allow students to exercise reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Whole-group direct instruction and Study/Focus Groups support students with individual progress. Sufficient content for 180 days of instruction with daily literacy blocks and a pacing guide with alignment to Literacy in History/Social Studies and Science and Technical Studies. Unit Overviews offer an Essential Question to frame objectives.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	4
	Digital Curriculum: Assessments; Printables; Unit Assessments; Grade 4.U3 Mid-Unit Assessment p. 5
	Multiple methods for assessing what students know and are able to do

	3.1b
	K–5
	Digital Curriculum: Assessment Handbook; Data-Informed MTSS Guide; Assessments pp. 30–31
	Guidance for making decisions about instructional practices and how to modify instruction so that all students are consistently progressing toward meeting or exceeding the content standards

	3.1c
	K–5
	Digital Curriculum: Assessment Handbook pp. 29-31
	Materials to keep parents and students informed about student progress

	3.2
	K–5
	Digital Curriculum: Assessment Handbook; Data-Informed MTSS Guide; Assessments pp. 30–31
	Summative assessments complement data from universal screeners and provide information for instructional planning and tier placement decisions within MTSS frameworks. Assessments are adaptable to support accommodations and modifications per students' Individualized Education Program/504 plans and support Multilingual Learners (MLL).

	3.4
	K–5
	Assessment Handbook; Assessments; Data-Informed MTSS Guide pp. 18–23
	Assessment tools identify risk factors for reading difficulties, including dyslexia. Materials include progress-monitoring tools aligned with structured literacy interventions and systems for tracking Response to Intervention within MTSS cycles.

	3.5
	K
	Digital Curriculum: Grade K.U.1 p. T8
	Visual writing samples for K–5 support students.


The program provides varied ways to assess students as well as opportunities to have students self-assess and track their own progress. It also provides guidance for making decisions about instructional practices and how to modify instruction. An area of opportunity exists to add visual supports for student self-assessment materials to address the needs of emerging readers and MLLs.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.2
	3
	TE; Grade 3.U1 pp. T3U–T3V, Data and Assessment
	Clear guidance on how to use multiple assessment tools to: 1) monitor student progress and 2) make data-informed decisions about instruction and practice throughout the unit

	4.3a
	1
	TE; Grade 1.U8 pp. BM18–BM19
	Phonological awareness routines include explicit modeling, practice, and guidance on corrective feedback to support mastery of linguistic and cognitive skills.

	4.4
	K–5
	Digital Curriculum: Standard English Learners Handbook
	Instructional routines and activities to support students who use African American English (AAE) and may have difficulty with phonological awareness include Contrastive Analysis Drills, Discrimination Drills, and On-the-Spot Recasting.

	4.7
	2
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Support; Emerge! California Essentials; Grade 2 p. 4.45
	Depth of knowledge levels are clearly noted in questions to support all levels of learners.

	4.7
	4
	Student Companion: Grade 4.U4 pp. 97–99
	Show Your Knowledge routines used independently for advanced learners; variety of texts used to connect and extend learning


The program contains comprehensive assessment tools and guidance to monitor student progress and data-informed instruction. Materials show strong fidelity to structured literacy with pacing adjustments and repetition/cumulative practice to support all learners, including students with disabilities with alignment to MTSS principles. Robust materials support students who use AAE and may have difficulty with phonological awareness. Program needs to support advanced learners with activities that deepen understanding.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.1
	K
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Support; Grade K: Lesson-by-Lesson Scope and Sequence: pp. 3–220
	Pacing guides, scope and sequences with ELA/ELD standards alignment and supports to teachers for integrated and designated ELD; suggestions on progress monitoring cycles and intervention schedules

	5.2
	K–5
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Supports; Suggested Lesson Plans and Pacing Guides: K–5
	Pacing guides with suggested unit/lesson pacing (60-, 90-, and 120-minute ELA blocks depending on grade) with small group, focused lesson and extension time embedded

	5.5
	K–5
	Digital Curriculum: TE; K–5: Suggested Lesson Plans and Pacing Guides, Multidisciplinary Lessons, pp. 1284–1353
	Clear guidance of cross-content connection with teacher support

	5.10
	4
	Digital Curriculum: TE; Grade 4.U6 pp. T3C–T3I
	Teacher supports for building background, understanding text complexity, and supporting teacher planning/intellectual preparation

	5.14
	3
	TE; Grade 3.U1.L2, p. T16
	A variety of annotations are provided for teachers including: think along, think aloud, differentiation supports for students


The program provides clear scope and sequence as well as pacing guides with suggestions for progress monitoring and intervention schedules to align to a variety of ELA blocks. Clear annotations are provided for the teacher to support all students in their classroom including teaching strategies and support with their intellectual preparation. There is clear guidance for teachers to support cross-content area planning for history/social studies as well as science.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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