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Program Summary:
The Summit! California program includes the following: Grades 6–8 Summit Reviewer Course (Online Learning Platform) Grades 6–8: Summit! California Student Edition (SE) Volume 1, Grades 6–8: Summit! California Teacher's Edition (TE) Volume 1, Grades 6–8: Summit! California Teacher's Edition Volume 2, Grades 6–8: Summit! California Student Edition Volume 2, Grades 6–8: Summit! California Student Edition Volume 2.
Recommendation:
Summit! California is recommended for adoption for grades 6–8 because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade levels in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	6
	TE Volume 1; Unit 1; Activity 1.2; “What Makes a Narrative?” pp. 5–6
	RL.6.6, RL.6.9, RI.6.6, RI.6.9, W.6.9, L.6.6, RL.6.1, RL.6.2, RL.6.3, RL.6.4, RL.6.5, RI.6.1, RI.6.2, RI.6.3, L6.4a, L6.4b, L6.4c

	1.2
	6
	ELD TE; Unit 3; Activity 3.5; How English Works: Subject-Verb Agreement and Prepositions
	ELD.PI.6.4, ELD.PII.6.3, ELD.PII.6.5

	1.15
	6
	TE Volume 2; Unit 7; Activity 7.1 and 7.2; Playing with Rhythm and Rhyme pp. 127–130
	L.6.5b, RL.6.5, SL.6.6, RL.6.10, RI.6.10, RL.6.2, RL.6.6, L.6.3b, L.6.4a, L.6.4b, L.6.4c, L.6.5a

	1.1
	7
	TE Volume 1; Unit 1.1; The Choices We Make, Activity 1.2; Exploring the Concept of Choice pp. 5–8
	RL.7.10, RI.7.1, RI.7.10, W.7.10, L.7.6

	1.2
	7
	ELD SE Volume 1; Unit 3; Activity 3.2 Interacting in Meaningful Ways: Generating Questions
	ELD.P1.7.1, ELD.P1.7.4

	1.21
	7
	TE Volume 1; Unit 1; Choices and Consequences: Paired Poetry and What are the elements of effective revision? pp. 17–18
	L.7.5, RI7.1, RI.7.9, ELD.PII.7.2b Em, Ex, Br

	1.1
	8
	TE Volume 1; Unit 3; The Challenge of Utopia, Activity 3.3; Access the Text: Take a Closer Look-Cause-and-Effect Relationships pp. 186–192
	RI.8.3, RI.8.1, and RI.8.2

	1.2
	8
	TE; Unit 1; The Challenge of Heroism, Activity 2; Understanding the Hero’s Journey Archetype pp. 7–10.
	RL.8.4, W.8.5, SL.8.1, L.8.6, ELD.PI.8.6a, ELD.PI.8.1, ELD.PI.8.12a, ELD.PII.8.1


McGraw Hill Summit! California, Grades 6–8 reflects a commitment to equitable access to ELA/ELD standards for all learners. Curriculum instruction incorporates multiple opportunities for multilingual learners, diverse learners, students needing extra support, and advanced learners to engage with grade-level expectations. These supports provide access to grade-level standards and support all student populations.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.12g
	6
	SE Volume 1; Unit 2: Stories of Change; Activity 2.3 “What’s in a Short Story?”; Knowledge Quest p. 97
	Lessons and student materials include multiple means of engagement, particularly opportunities for collaborative conversations.

	2.15
	6
	TE Volume 1; Unit 2; Stories of Change; Activity 2.5 “In the Beginning”; Scaffolding the Returning to the Text Questions p. 108
	Support Materials are included in both the ELA and ELD TE and additional resources.

	2.5
	7
	TE Volume 1; Unit 1; Activity 1.6; Timed Writing- Choosing a Topic and Drafting a Personal Narrative pp. 20–21
	Student engagement, active learning, and multilingual learner support.

	2.7
	8
	TE Volume 1; Unit 1; Activity 1.8 Language Checkpoint: Understanding Sentence Boundaries pp. 84–114
	Gives examples for additional support for multilingual learners, while extension activities provide increased challenge for students demonstrating advanced proficiency.


Summit! provides materials for 180 days of instruction. Strengths include interleaving current and prior learning, while providing scaffolding and ample opportunities for students to engage and demonstrate thinking through collaborative conversations. Well-structured supports and routines for multilingual learners are evident, while also providing extension activities for students demonstrating advanced proficiency. Multiple modes for engagement and application are used to support all learners.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1b
	6
	Teacher Resources; “Data-Informed MTSS Guide” pp. 10–21
	Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) guidebook includes multiple resources and guidance on making instructional decisions for students who need supports in or exceed content standards.

	3.7
	6
	ELD TE Volume 1; Unit 3 Embedded Assessment: “Responding to Literature” pp. 68–69
	ELD provides embedded assessment for monitoring English learner progress that measures language across proficiency levels.

	3.3
	7
	TE Volume 2; Unit 5; Activity 5.8; “Research and Debating a Controversy” pp. 52–79.
	Assessment accessibility and equity

	3.2
	8
	TE Volume 1; Unit 2; Activity 2.8; “Explanatory Writing Focus: Organization” pp. 183–193
	Student feedback and opportunities for revision


McGraw Summit! provides teacher resources that encourage reflective practice, prompting educators to monitor understanding, analyze formative data, and adjust pacing. It supports multilingual learners through academic language development, sentence frames, discussions, differentiated questioning, and embedded assessments while organizing proficiency levels to ensure scaffolding and grade-level rigor for all students.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.5
	6
	SE Volume 1; Unit 1; Activity 1.2 “What Makes a Narrative?”; “The Circuit” pp. 5–13
	Digital platform provides tech supports (text to speech, highlighting, digital graphic organizers).
To access the text-to-speech tool, select the audio button on the digital platform.

	4.7
	6
	SE Volume 2; “Independent Reading, A Guide for Students” p. R47
	Advanced learners can access independent extensions directly through the student workbook, in addition to the teacher edition extension suggestions.

	4.1
	7
	ELD TE Volume 1; Unit 4 “What Influences My Choices”; Activity 4.7; Interacting in Meaningful Ways: Writing an Exposition pp. 70–77.
	Teacher guidance supports high-quality instruction. English Language Proficiency Assessment of California preparation (ELPAC).

	4.2
	8
	TE Volume 2; Unit 7 “The Challenge of Comedy”; Activity 7.11 “Planning and Revising an Analysis of a Humorous Text” pp. 256–267
	Educator support and provide extra practice and guidance for multilingual learners


Summit! provides a variety of research-based strategies that provide access to the curriculum for all learners. Instructional resources include digital supports, differentiation strategies, and instructional guidance for multilingual learners, students with additional needs, and advanced learners, including scaffolded supports and extension activities. Language proficiency assessments are supported through high-quality instructional practices and assessment preparation lessons.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.14
	6
	TE Volume 1; Unit 1; Activity 1.5 “How Can Change Be Significant: He Said She Said Characterizations,” Teach #23 p. 54
	Teacher modeling of thinking aloud to support students’ meaningful engagement with the text.

	5.22
	6
	TE Volume 1; Unit 1; Activity 6 “How Can Change Be Significant: Analyzing Narratives” p. 65
	Materials support engaging students with a variety of language proficiency levels.

	5.7
	7
	ELD TE Volume 2; Unit 8; “How We Choose to Act”; Activity 8.7 “Interacting in Meaningful Ways: Providing Feedback on Performances pp. 72–73
	English language proficiency assessment of California preparation and practice: listening to an oral presentation.

	5.5
	8
	TE Volume 2; Unit 8; “The Challenge of Comedy, Activity 8.9 “Same Text, Different Text” pp. 318–320
	The use of the film “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” provides background and support to visual learners. The film helps all learners understand the play better. Subtitles in different languages can be used to support multilingual learners.


California Department of Education, August 2026
