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	Program Type and Grade Level(s)

	Newsela
	Threads & Themes ELA for California
	Program Type 1, Grades 6–8


Program Summary:
The Threads & Themes ELA for California (Digital Curriculum) program includes the following: Digital Access: Grade 6, Grade 7, Grade 8.
Recommendation:
Threads & Themes ELA for California is recommended for adoption for grades six through eight because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1. the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	6
	Digital Curriculum: G6.U3.L18: Learning in Action, Part B
	RI.6.8, RI.6.9

	1.1
	7
	Digital Curriculum: G7.U3.L25: Learning in Action Part B
	RL 7.2

	1.1
	8
	Digital Curriculum: G8.U4.L8: The Last Cuentista, Socratic Seminar 1
	L.8.1c, L.8.3a, RL.8.1, RL.8.3, SL.8.1a, SL.8.1b–d

	1.9a
	8
	Digital Curriculum: Independent Reading Guide About This Guide and Section 1: Why Independent Reading Matters and the Grade 8 Strategic Reading resource
	N/A

	1.11
	7
	Digital Curriculum: G7.U1.L30: Literacy Lab; Teacher Resources, Assessment Playbook pp. 52–56
	RL.7.4

	1.21c
	6
	Digital Curriculum: G6.U3.L22: Launch, Learning in Action: Skill-Based Huddle 1, 2 and 3; Learning in Action: 1, 2 and 3
	RI.6.5a, RI.6.6, RI.6.7


The program provides a wide range of lessons that incorporate explicit instruction and formative assessments to address all CA CCSS for ELA grades 6–8. Program provides a variety of diverse texts to engage in class discussions, writing lessons that build sequentially to a unit performance task, and research projects. Literacy Labs provide instruction for foundational and grade-level reading skills. Huddles during Flex Days provide opportunities for preteaching, reteaching, and extension.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	8
	Digital Curriculum: ELA Core 8th Grade; View Course as a Teacher; Teacher Resources; Grade 8 Strategic Reading: Text Selections and Complexity
	The Grade 8 Strategic Reading Text Selection and Complexity guide provides an overview of the text selection, complexity (both quantitative and qualitative) and illustrates how the anchor text are sequenced across genres to build analytical skills. Teacher background information for each text is also provided. Short form close reading and independent reading selections are also provided. The same document is provided for grades 6–7.

	2.8
	8
	Digital Curriculum: ELA Core 8th Grade; Teacher Resources; Media Literacy Toolkit
	The media literacy kit pairs the CA ELA/ELD standards with the CA Model School Library Standards. Five core routines anchor the standards progression across units. They are introduced in sequence and then reactivated throughout the year, becoming increasingly automatic as the year progresses and enhance reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language standards and skills.

	2.10
	8
	Digital Curriculum: ELA Core G8.U2.L38
	The literacy lab illustrates how complex tasks are broken down into their component parts. An example of this is how the performance task is broken down by first displaying and analyzing task with students and having students discuss both the task and the content that is covered within the task.

	2.12b
	8
	Digital Curriculum: G8.U1.L8: Literacy Lab: Fluency Direct Teaching; Learning in Action Part: Teacher Modeling
	Direct teaching models desired behavior/expectations ensuring the participation of all students in collaborative conversations and discussions.


The program contains a variety of teaching strategies including direct teaching and routines consistently integrate reading, writing, listening and speaking. Lesson design includes Literacy Labs to support students with complex tasks. Includes cross content document for planning with CA CCSS for Literacy in History/Social Studies, and Science and Technical Subjects. Program provides a variety of texts and lessons across 180 days of instruction. Includes options for extensions, projects, and independent reading.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	8
	Digital Curriculum: G8.U4.L14: Learning in Action Part A and Part B
	Multiple methods include: Venn diagram; Pulse Check; Give One, Get One Routine; Reflection; Quick Write

	3.1c
	6–8
	Digital Curriculum: Assessment Playbook, Section 2.3: Sharing Student Data; Section 3.3e: Family Notification Requirements, Templates 1 and 2
	Resources available (templates) to be used for notifying caregivers

	3.3
	6–8
	Digital Curriculum: Assessment Playbook, Part 3.2.b: Interpreting MTSS Data for Multilingual Learner Students; Part 3.3.e: Family Notification Requirements
	Tools available across the grade levels

	3.5
	7
	Digital Curriculum: G7.U3.L14, Learning in Action Parts A and B; Look Back
	Self-Assessment Checklist, Partner feedback; Writing Rubric: Argument Paragraph - Evidence and Conclusion; Quick Write reflection


The program offers multiple methods of assessing what students know and are able to do are embedded in lessons. Assessment Playbook provides a comprehensive, standards-aligned assessment system designed to ensure educators have access to trustworthy data and clear guidance for instructional decision-making. Materials support students in self-assessment (i.e., checklists and reflections).
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.3b
	7
	Digital Curriculum: G7.U1.L39
	Learning in Action: "Flex Days" for reinforcing or expanding the curriculum

	4.3c
	6–8
	Digital Curriculum: ELD Typology Resource
	Includes "scaffolds selectors, sentence frames, protocols across assessments, Dialect-vs-Disability matrix, and 120-Day Newcomer Pathway"

	4.5
	6–8
	Digital Curriculum: Universal Access Handbook, Section 3.4: Dyslexia and Multisensory Support; Appendix: Criterion Alignment Table
	Includes a wide variety of accommodation opportunities

	4.7
	7
	Digital Curriculum: G7.U4.L44: Literacy Lab, Learning in Action, Part A and Part B: See Additional Student Support charts (“Ready for Extension” sections)
	Extension opportunities


The lessons include a wide variety of accommodation opportunities and supports for all students. Enrichment opportunities are available for extension and acceleration. Universal access tools such as text-to-speech and adjusting text size are embedded in the program. The Universal Access Handbook is a comprehensive guide that provides multilingual learner support, differentiated instruction, and Multi-Tiered System of Supports guidance aligned to the CA Dyslexia Guidelines.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.5
	6–8
	Digital Curriculum: Teacher Resource, ELA Design Framework p. 53
	Chart names specific opportunities for cross-content collaboration by unit with alignment to RH/RST standards

	5.10
	7
	Digital Curriculum: G7.U2.L4: Learning in Action, Part A
	Provides background information and accessing prior knowledge opportunities

	5.19
	6–8
	Digital Curriculum: G7 ELA Family and Communication Engagement Guide, Part 3: Family Communication Templates and Multi-Lingual, Home Connections, Section 3
	Provides support for all grade levels

	5.26
	6–8
	Digital Curriculum: Media Literacy Toolkit and Universal Access Handbook
	Resources support all grade levels


The program offers flexibility to adjust lessons for additional support. The layout is user friendly and allows the teacher multiple opportunities for checking and understanding. Design Framework specifies connections and how to collaborate with cross-content colleagues.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
Edits and Corrections:
The following edits and corrections must be made as a condition of adoption:
	#
	Grade level
	Component
	Page Number or Online Hierarchy
	Current text
	Proposed corrected text
	Reason for edit

	1
	6
	Huddle 3, Quick Check
	G6.U2.L35: Huddle 3
	carefully — 4 syllables
	carefully — 3 syllables
	Typo

	2
	6–8
	8.1 Introduce new words using syllables
	Step-by-step instructions #2, p. 38
	In-i-tia-tives
	Choose a word with a more uniform pronunciation
OR
Add guidance to teach for flexibility in pronunciation of syllables/words with schwa
	Word could be correctly pronounced in different ways which could change decoding

	3
	7
	Literacy Lab
	G7.U2.L9
	Ag-o-ni-zing
	Ag-o-niz-ing
Add guidance to teach for flexibility in pronunciation of syllables/words with schwa
	Morphology
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