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	Newsela
	Threads & Themes ELA and ELD for California
	Program Type 2, Grades 6–8


Program Summary:
The Newsela Threads & Themes ELA and ELD for California program includes the following: The digital program includes both digital teacher and student editions for both English Language Arts (ELA) and English Language Development (ELD). Program Resources are the downloadable reference documents that support instruction across the Threads & Themes program for California. Resources include: ELA Design Framework, Designated ELD Design Framework, Scope and Sequences for each grade, Assessment Playbook, Differentiation Playbook, Universal Access Handbook.
Recommendation:
Newsela Threads & Themes ELA and ELD is recommended for adoption for grades 6–8 because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy) and the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade levels in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards/Notes

	1.1
	6
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Grade 6, Unit 1, Lesson 1, Learning in Action Part A
	RI.6.1, RI.6.2

	1.1
	7
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Grade 7, Unit 3, Lesson 25, Learning in Action A and Part B
	RL.7.1, RL.7.5, RL.7.2, W.7.2a, W.7.2b, W.7.2d, W.7.4, SL.7.1a, L.7.4a, L.7.4c, L.7.4d, L.7.5c, L.7.6

	1.1
	8
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Grade 8, Unit 1, Lesson 37, Learning in Action
	RI.8.6, L.8.3a, W.8.2

	1.2
	6
	ELD Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 6, Unit 3, Lesson 4, Literacy Lab
	PI.6.8

	1.2
	7
	ELD Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 7, Unit 3, Lesson 25, Learning in Action
	PI.7.1, PI.7.6c

	1.2
	8
	ELD Course, View Course as Teacher, Grade 8, Unit 1, Lesson 18, Literacy Lab
ELD Course, View Course as Teacher, Grade 8, Unit 1, Lesson 18, Learning in Action
	PI.8.1, PI.8.3

	1.7
	6
	ELA Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 6, Unit 3, Lesson 6, Materials List
ELA Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 6, Any Unit, Additional Resources, Strategic Reading: Text Selections and Complexity
	These resources showcase diverse authors, eras, cultural backgrounds, and genres, including Indigenous texts.

	1.21a
	7
	ELA Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 7, Unit 4, Lesson 21, Learning in Action: Integrate ELD Instructions
ELA Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 7, Unit 4, Lesson 21, Learning in Action, Additional Student Support
	These resources demonstrate a clear strength in differentiated instruction aligning to Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Tier placement, specifically Tier 1 and 2.


The Core ELA with integrated ELD and designated ELD programs are designed as parallel curricula, providing recursive opportunities to address ELA and ELD standards and foundational skills. The resources feature diverse authors, cultures, eras, genres, and Indigenous texts. A clear strength of the program is its differentiated instruction, with consistent support aligned to MTSS, particularly within Tier 1 and Tier 2 instruction.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.2
	6
	ELA Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 6 ELA/Designated-ELD (D-ELD) Scope and Sequence
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in showing and organizing the instructional sequence for both ELA and D-ELD.

	2.12g
	7
	ELA Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 7, Unit 1, Lesson 18, Learning in Action: Part A and Part B, Structured Debate
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing guidance for students to participate in a respectful, structured debate.

	2.12a
	8
	ELA Course, View Course as Teacher, Grade 8, Unit 3, Lesson 40
ELA Course, View as Teacher, Assessment Playbook: Section 6 p. 62
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in formative assessment through Checks for Understanding and Progress Checks.


The program demonstrates a clear strength in organizing and presenting the instructional sequence for both ELA and designated ELD. It also provides robust formative assessment through embedded Checks for Understanding and Progress Checks, along with explicit guidance for engaging students in respectful, structured academic debates.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	6–8
	ELA Course, View Course as Teacher, Assessment Playbook, Section 1: Assessment Content Validity p. 6; Section 6: Formative Assessment in Daily Instruction p. 62; Section 7: Summative Assessment p. 65
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in assessment as multiple methods and opportunities for assessment are embedded throughout the program.

	3.5
	6–8
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Grade 7, Unit 1, Lesson 45: Look Back, Self-Reflection Graphic Organizer
ELD Courses, View Course as a Teacher, D-ELD Grade 7, Unit 1, Lesson 45, Learning in Action
ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Grades 6–8 Teacher Resources: ELA Assessment Reporting Toolkit, Template 1: Student Progress Monitoring Graph p. 4
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in developing students’ abilities to take responsibility for their own learning growth through embedded student-friendly data tracking tools.

	3.6
	6–8
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Teacher Resources: Assessment Playbook, Part 2.1: Collecting Student Data p. 10; Part 2.2 p. 11: Analyzing Student Data; Part 2.3 p. 12: Sharing Student Data; Teacher Resources: D-ELD OPTEL Tool pp. 2–7
	The program provides clear guidance on how teachers can collect and analyze data to differentiate instructions.  The program clearly incorporates the Observation Protocol for Teachers of English Learners (OPTEL) in the formative assessment process.

	3.7
	6–8
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Teacher Resources: Assessment Playbook, Section 3.2b: Interpreting MTSS Assessment Data for Multilingual Learner Students pp. 20–21; Section 9: English Language Proficiency Assessment and ELD Standards Alignment p. 68
ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Teacher Resources: ELA OPTEL Observation Tool pp. 2–7
ELD Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Teacher Resources: D-ELD Design Framework, Section 8: Assessment Architecture pp. 20–21
ELD Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Teacher Resources: D-ELD Assessment Reporting Toolkit
ELD Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Teacher Resources: D-ELD OPTEL Observation Tool pp. 2–7
	The program provides clear guidance on how teachers can use protocols and assessment tools, including tools for tracking, to support the development of English learners’ language and content development in coordination with results from dyslexia screeners.


The program demonstrates a clear strength in its comprehensive assessment system, with multiple formative and summative assessment opportunities throughout. It provides clear guidance for collecting and analyzing data to differentiate instruction and integrates the OPTEL to monitor language and content development.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.3c
	6
	ELA Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 6, Unit 2, Lesson 35, Learning in Action
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing additional instructional practice through three Huddles in the Learning in Action section.

	4.3a
	7
	ELA Courses, View Course as Teacher, Grade 7, Unit 4, Lesson 18, Literacy Lab: Integrated ELD Instructions and Additional Student Support; Learning in Action, Part A and Part B: Integrated ELD Instructions and Additional Student Support
	The program demonstrates systematic differentiation aligned with MTSS Tiers 1, 2, and 3 with consistency.

	4.3c
	8
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Grade 8, Unit 4, Lesson 22
ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Teacher Resource: Assessment Playbook, Section 3: Assessment for MTSS Decision-Making, pp. 15-45
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing comprehensive guidance and differentiation strategies through skill-based huddle lessons and MTSS tiers.

	4.7
	7
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Grade 7, Unit 3, Lesson 29, Learning in Action, Part A and Part B, “Ready for Extension”
Curriculum Resources (CR) Differentiation Playbook, Section 5 p. 29
Independent Reading (IR) Guide, Section 8.4 p.18: Advanced and Extension Readers
CR: Universal Access, Section 4 Advanced Learners 4.7: In-Depth Study of Authors, Themes, and Concepts p. 37
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in extension opportunities through collaborative discussions (e.g., Socratic Seminar/Fishbowl).


The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing differentiated, skill-based practice through strategically designed Huddles embedded in the Learning in Action section. These flexible groupings consistently support Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 3 instruction within a MTSS framework. The program also extends learning through collaborative structures, such as Socratic Seminars and Fishbowl discussions, that promote academic discourse and deeper understanding.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.3
	6
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher, Unit 1, Lesson 6, Literacy Lab
Grade 1, Unit 1, Lesson 6, Learning in Action: Integrated ELD Instructions
	The program demonstrates a clear strength in providing explicit D-ELD lessons (Literacy Lab) and content-related Integrated ELD instructions (Learning in Action).

	5.7
	7
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher: Teacher Resources, Scope and Sequence
	The program provides clear guidance for learning, language, and instructional objectives.

	5.3
	8
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher: Teacher Resources, Scope and Sequence
	The program provides clear guidance in each lesson for both integrated and designated ELD.

	5.9
	6–8
	ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher: Teacher Resources, ELA Grade 6 Scope and Sequence, ELD Courses, View Course as a Teacher: Grade 6 D-ELD Standards Maps; ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher: Teacher Resources, ELA Grade 7 Scope and Sequence, ELD Courses, View Course as a Teacher: Grade 7 D-ELD Standards Maps; ELA Courses, View Course as a Teacher: Teacher Resources, ELA Grade 8 Scope and Sequence, ELD Courses, View Course as a Teacher: Grade 8 D-ELD Standards Maps.
	The program clearly uses the terms from the CA CCSS for ELA and the CA ELD Standards appropriately and consistently in all guidance for teachers.


The program demonstrates a clear strength in explicit designated ELD lessons through Literacy Lab and integrated ELD instruction within Learning in Action. It offers clear guidance for learning, language, and instructional objectives and consistently uses the terminology of the CA CCSS for ELA and the CA ELD Standards throughout the teacher guidance. The program clearly uses the terms from the CA CCSS for ELA and the CA ELD Standards appropriately and consistently in all guidance for teachers.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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