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	Open Up Resources
	EL Education 3–5 Language Arts | Open Up Resources, California Standards
	Program Type 2, Grades 3–5


Program Summary:
The EL Education 3–5 Language Arts | Open Up Resources, California Standards program includes the following: ALL Block Teacher Edition (AB TE), ALL Block Foundations Teacher Edition (ABF TE), Module Teacher Edition (TE); Student Workbook (SW); Unlock Phonics (UP); Unlock ELD (UELD).
Recommendation:
EL Education 3–5 Language Arts | Open Up Resources, California Standards is recommended for adoption for grades 3–5 because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy), the California English Language Development Standards (CA ELD Standards), and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183526710][bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy and the CA ELD Standards for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	3
	TE; Module 1, Unit 1, Lesson 11, Work Time A, pp. 383–384
	RL.3.1, L.3.1.a, W.3.8, SL.3.1

	1.1
	4
	TE; Module 2e, Unit 2, Lesson 2, Work Time A, pp. 48–49
SW; Module 2e, Unit 2, Lesson 2, Work Time A, pp. 61–62
TE; Close Reading Guide: The Last Unexplored Place on Earth, Session 2, pp. 51–52
	RI.4.3, W.4.10, L.4.1

	1.1
	5
	TE; Module 1, Unit 3, Lesson 11, Work Time A, p.163
SW; Module 1, Unit 3, Lesson 11, Work Time A, pp. 126–128
	RF.5.4.a, RF.5.4.b, RF.5.4.c, SL.5.1

	1.2
	3
	TE; Module 1, Unit 1, Lesson 11, Work Time A, pp. 383–384
	ELD.PI.3.1, ELD.PI.3.6, ELD.PII.3.4

	1.2
	4
	TE; Module 2e, Unit 2, Lesson 2, Work Time A, pp. 48–49
SW; Module 2e, Unit 2, Lesson 2, Work Time A, pp. 61–62
TE; Close Reading Guide: The Last Unexplored Place on Earth, Session 2, pp. 51–52
	ELD.PI.4.6, ELD.PI.4.10, ELD.PI.4.12, ELD.PII.4.6

	1.2
	5
	TE; Module 1, Unit 1, Lesson 11, Work Time A, pp. 410–411
Digital Resource; Module 1, Unit 3, Lesson 11, Work Time A
	ELD.PI.5.1, ELD.PI.5.3, ELD.PI.5.4

	1.9c
	3
	Digital Resource; K–5 Required Texts
Digital Resource; K–5 Recommended Texts
Digital Resource; Text Complexity Analysis
Digital Resource; Text Guidance
TE; Support All Students: embedded instructional supports, Module 1, Unit 1, Lesson 11, pp. 380–381
TE; Module 3i, Unit 1, Lesson 10, Work Time B, Build Background Language routine, pp. 283–285
	NA

	1.14
	5
	TE; Module 2, Unit 2, W1, D3, Work Time A, pp.119–120
ABF TE; Unit 2, Week 1, Break It Up, pp. 122–123
TE; Module 3, Unit 1, Week 1, Day 2, Syllable Sleuth, Work Time B, pp. 24–25
ABF TE; Unit 1, Week 1, Syllable Sleuth, pp. 26–29
ABF TE; Module 1, Unit 1, Week 2, Day 3, Spelling to Complement Reading, Work Time A, pp. 74–75
ABF TE; Module 2, Unit 2, Week 1, Day 4, Interactive Writing, Work Time A, pp. 127–128
ABF TE; Module 2e, Unit 3, Week 2, Day 4-5, Work Time A, Work Time B, Work Time C pp. 439–448, 453–461
	NA

	1.16
	4
	TE; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Opening A, Work Time A, pp. 118–120
TE; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Opening A, Work Time A, Model Opinion Essay: “Jahkil and Joshua Make a Difference,” pp. 124–128
SW; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Opening A, Work Time A, Model Opinion Essay: “Jahkil and Joshua Make a Difference,” pp. 184–185
TE; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Opening A, Work Time A, Painted Essay® Graphic, p. 129
SW; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Opening A, Work Time A, Painted Essay® Graphic, p. 186
TE; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Closing A, pp. 121–122
TE; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Closing A, Identify Reasons and Evidence: “Literacy Is a Civil Right,” pp. 42–45
SW; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Closing A, Identify Reasons and Evidence: “Literacy Is a Civil Right,” pp. 159–160
TE; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Closing A, Identify Reasons and Evidence: “A Boy, a Brown Bag and a Tidal Wave of Change,” pp. 55–60
SW; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Closing A, Identify Reasons and Evidence: “A Boy, a Brown Bag and a Tidal Wave of Change,” pp. 161–163
	Citations represent the range of components within one lesson

	1.16 (cont.)
	4 (cont.)
	(cont.)
TE; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Closing A, Collaborative Opinion Essay: “Detroit Students and Braeden Make a Difference,” pp. 136–138
SW; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Closing A, Collaborative Opinion Essay: “Detroit Students and Braeden Make a Difference,” pp. 190–192
TE; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Closing A, Collaborative Opinion Writing Plan, pp. 139–148
SW; Module 4, Unit 3, Lesson 7, Closing A, pp. 193–198
	(cont.)


The panel found the exemplars to be a significant strength in criteria 1. Across core modules, AB, ABF, UP, and UELD, the program addresses the continuum of student needs. It is also recommended that local educational agencies (LEAs) consider the extent to which guidance for multiple English learner typologies is readily accessible rather than dispersed across multiple program resources.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2. 
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	3
	TE; Module 1, Modules: How is the Curriculum Structured?, pp. v–vii
TE; Module 1 Unit 1, Sample Module Calendars, p. 6
TE; Module 2e, Unit 1, Sample Module Calendar, p. 6
TE; Grade 3 UELD Module 1, pp. xi–xxv
	Course Guidance: How is the Curriculum Structured?
Combined with Structure of Additional Language and Literacy (ALL) Block

	2.2
	4
	TE; UELD, Module 1–4, p. xxvii
ABF TE; Module 1, pp. xv–xvii
Digital Resource; Grade 4 ALL Block Module 1, Resources - CA Adoption Guidance, Using the EL Educational K–8 Language Arts Curriculum with California ELD Proficiency Levels
Digital Resource; Grade 4 ALL Block Module 1, Resources - CA Adoption Guidance, Building Access and Belonging for Newcomer Students
	UELD and ALL Block Foundations Scope and Sequence

	2.7
	3
	TE; UELD, Module 1, Routines, pp. xvii–xix
TE; Module 1, Unit 1, Routines, pp. 13–14
ABF TE; Module 1, Routines, pp. xxii–xxiii
	Explicit routines support instruction across curriculum components.

	2.8
	5
	TE; UELD, Module 2i, Unit 1, Lesson 1, Instruction, p. 39
TE; Module 2e, Unit 3, Lesson 15, Instruction, pp. 158–172
	Students creating a presentation proposal.

	2.12f
	4
	Digital Resource; Supporting Students with Dyslexia Characteristics
Digital Resource; Using the EL Education K–8 Language Arts Curriculum with California ELD Proficiency Levels
UELD TE; Module 1, Unit 2, Lesson 7, Instruction, p. 207
TE; Module 2i, Unit 2, Lesson 2, Instruction, pp. 81–84
	Resources for embedding assessment practices to guide instruction and support all students.


The exemplars highlight a well-organized program that intentionally connects ELD instruction to literacy and grade-level content standards through coherent learning sequences. Embedded assessments, opportunities for preteaching and reteaching, and flexible instructional pathways support teacher decision-making. LEAs should consider how to support teachers in order to effectively use the multiple program components and resources to effectively meet the needs of all students.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.2
	3
	Digital Resource; Using the Curriculum within a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) Framework
Digital Resource; Assessment Accommodations
TE; Module Summative Assessments, Module 1, Unit 1, Lesson 8, Work Time A, pp. 323–325
TE; UELD Summative Assessments, Module 2i, Unit 2, Lesson 12, Work Time B, p. 259
	Check Language Teacher Checklist
Check Language Collaborative Conversation Rubric

	3.5
	4
	Digital Resource; Using the Curriculum within a MTSS Framework
Digital Resources; Assessment Accommodations
TE; UELD Data Tracking, Module 4, Unit 1, Lesson 6, Work Time A, p. 99
TE; ALL Block Module 3i, Unit 2, Week 2, Day 1, Opening A, Work Time A, Work Time B, Closing A, pp. 278–279
	Using the EL Education K–8 Language Arts Curriculum with California ELD Proficiency Levels

	3.6
	5
	TE; UELD, Module 4, Unit 1, Lesson 12, Work Time B, Next Steps, p. 127
TE; Module Tools Unit-at-a-Glance, Module 1, Unit 1, pp.151–160
TE; Module 2e, Unit 1, Assessment Overview: Formative Assessments, pp. 5–6
	Language Task Cards
Check Language: Teacher Checklist
Check Language: Collaborative Conversation Rubric

	3.7
	4
	Digital Resource; Using the EL Education K–8 Language Arts Curriculum with California ELD Proficiency Levels
TE; UELD, Module 3i, Unit 3, Lesson 12, Work Time B, p. 347
	Check Language: Teacher Checklist
Check Language: Collaborative Conversation Rubric


The exemplars highlight a comprehensive system of assessment resources that support teachers in monitoring student progress. Teachers use benchmark, formative, and summative assessments to monitor student progress and make instructional decisions within core instruction. LEAs may wish to consider how these assessment practices can be integrated into existing local systems for communicating student progress and learning with families.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.1
	3
	TE; UELD, Module 3e, Unit 3, Lesson 1, ELD Standards plus Learning Targets, p. 237
TE; UELD Module 3e, Unit 3, Lesson 1, Supports plus Expected Outcomes, p. 237
TE; Module Lessons: ELD Standards plus Learning Targets, Module 1, Unit 1, Lesson 11, p. 379
TE; Module Lessons: Support All Students, Module 1, Unit 1, Lesson 11, pp. 380–381
	California Adoption resources that demonstrate alignment between lessons and TE

	4.2
	4
	TE; Module 2E, Unit 2, Lesson 1, Module Lessons, Support All Students (embedded instructional supports), p. 14
ABF TE; Module 1, ABF Assessments, pp. ix–x
ABF TE; Module 3, Unit 2, Week 2, Day 5, Work Time B, Closing A, Progress Monitoring: Formative Assessments plus Trackers, pp. 178–184
TE; Foundations Support Mini Lessons, Mini Lesson and Preparation Form, pp. xl–xlvi
Digital Resource; Foundations Support Tool Kit
	California Adoption resources describe explicit connections to MTSS framework.

	4.3b
	5
	UELD TE; Module 4, Unit 1, Lesson 8, Supports plus Expected Outcomes, p. 93
TE; Module 3i, Unit 1 Module Overview, Modules: Optional Activities, p. 8
TE; Module 3i, Unit 1, Lesson 2, Modules: Opportunities to Extend Learning; p. 170
TE; Module 4, Unit 2, Lesson 2, Closing A, Modules: Pre-teaching plus Reteaching, pp. 57–58
	California Adoption resources for reinforcing or expanding the curriculum

	4.3d
	3
	ABF TE; Module 1, Task Cards plus Reteaching and Flex Days, pp. viii–ix
ABF TE: Module 2i, Unit 1, Week 2, Day 5, Work Time B, Closing A, Progress Monitoring: Formative Assessments plus Trackers, pp. 87–91
AB TE: Module 1, Structure of AB: Differentiated Small Group Instruction, pp. v–xi
AB TE: Module 1, Unit 2, Week 2, Day 4 and Day 5, Work Time A, Work Time B, Work Time C, 3-5 AB: Small Group Instruction, pp. 232–245, 249–274
	California Adoption resources for additional differentiated support


The program provides an integrated system for using assessment to inform instruction rather than a single decision tree. Implementation guidance explains how to interpret assessment results, form flexible instructional groups, determine appropriate levels of support or extension, and adjust instruction while maintaining grade-level expectations.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.7
	3
	TE; Module 3e, Unit 3, Lesson 2, Opening A, Lessons, UELD Daily Learning Targets, p. 247
TE; Module 2i, Unit 3, Lesson 1, Module Daily Learning Targets plus Language Focus, p.11
TE; Module 2i, Unit 3, Lesson 1, Opening A, pp. 15–17
	Citations reflect progression of complexity in language and literacy

	5.12
	4
	Digital Resource; Grade 4, Module 3e
TE; Module 1, Unit 1, 3–5 Extend Learning at Home: Independent Reading Overview, Homework Calendars, and Student Resources, pp. 9, 96–112
TE; Module 2e, Unit 1, 3–5 Extend Learning at Home: Independent Reading Overview, Homework Calendars, and Student Resources, pp. 9, 104–118
TE; Module 21, Unit 1, 3–5 Extend Learning at Home: Independent Reading Overview, Homework Calendars, and Student Resources; pp. 10, 106–119
TE; Module 3e, Unit 1, 3–5 Extend Learning at Home: Independent Reading Overview, Homework Calendars, and Student Resources, pp. 10, 106–118
TE; Module 3i, Unit 1, 3–5 Extend Learning at Home: Independent Reading Overview, Homework Calendars, and Student Resources, pp. 10, 112–123
TE; Module 4, Unit 1, 3–5 Extend Learning at Home: Independent Reading Overview, Homework Calendars, and Student Resources, pp. 11, 108–121
	Recommendations for independent reading

	5.15
	3
	TE; Module 1, K–5 UELD: Sample Module Calendars, p. 22
TE; Module 2e, K–5 UELD: Sample Module Calendars, p. 24
TE; Module 2i, K–5 UELD: Sample Module Calendars, p. 24
TE; Module 3e, K–5 UELD: Sample Module Calendars, p. 24
TE; Module 3e, K–5 UELD: Sample Module Calendars, p. 24
TE; Module 4, K–5 UELD: Sample Module Calendars, p. 24
TE; Module 1–4, UELD Scope and Sequence, p. xxvii
	Resources support teachers to identify standards

	5.26
	5
	UELD TE: Module 1, Unit 2, Lesson 1, p. 151
TE: Module 2e, Unit 1, Lesson 8, Work Time A, Work Time B, pp. 270–271, 274–276
AB TE; Module 1, The Research Behind 3–5 ALL Block, pp. v–vi
Digital Resource; Grades 3–5 The Research Behind K–5 UELD
Digital Resource; Course Guidance - CA Curriculum Research
	Digital Resource 3–5 Module Lessons and ALL Course Guidance: Block Pedagogy and Research - Resource


Exemplars highlight a coherent system of support. Robust digital teacher resources, such as cross-linguistic transfers, help teachers leverage and support students' linguistic assets. Unit planning tools and flexible pacing guides support teacher decision-making by using assessment information to adjust instruction while maintaining coherence across the instructional program. The student platform provides digital resources to monitor mastery of standards and set goals for improvement.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
California Department of Education, August 2026
