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	Open Up Resources
	EL Education 3–5 Language Arts | Open Up Resources, California Standards
	Program Type 1, Grade 3


Program Summary:
The EL Education 3–5 Language Arts | Open Up Resources, California Standards program includes the following: Teacher Editions (TE); Teacher Supporting Materials (TSM); Student Workbook (SW); Additional Literacy and Language (ALL) Block (AB); Online Platform, including Unlock Phonics.
Recommendation:
The EL Education 3–5 Language Arts | Open Up Resources, California Standards is not recommended for adoption for grade three because it is not aligned with the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy) and does not meet the rest of the evaluation criteria in category 1. The program does show strengths in categories 2–5.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
The program does not support teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for third grade in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework (ELA/ELD Framework). The program does not meet all the evaluation criteria in category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations 
	Standards

	1.1
	3
	Online Platform – Resources; Module 4 Unit 2; Lessons 3–5
	There was no evidence that all students can master each of the CA CCSS for ELA as L.3.1.j was not found.
There was no evidence of L.3.1.j: instruction in writing legibly in cursive or joined italics, allowing margins and correct spacing between letters in a word and words in a sentence. Students are asked to use cursive in this example; however, they are never explicitly taught how to write in cursive or joined italics.


All criteria in Category 1 were met with the exception of L.1.j: Write legibly in cursive or joined italics, allowing margins and correct spacing between letters in a word and words in a sentence. The online curriculum, under Resources, cites three lessons (Module 4 Unit 2, Lessons 3–5) with CCSS L.1.j as the “Focus Standard” in which students were given the opportunity to write in cursive; however, no evidence of systematic, explicit cursive or joined italics instruction was found. The 2014 ELA/ELD Framework states, “In grade 3, students learn cursive (or joined italics) writing through instruction in letter formation and connections” (chapter 4, p. 359). Explicit letter formation instruction was not found in grade three materials.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.2
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 1; Scope and Sequence Documents; pp. xvi–xxv
	Scope and Sequence Documents Modules

	2.3
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 1; Resources; Course Guidance; 3–5 Module Lessons and ALL Block Materials Map
	3–5 Module Lessons and ALL Block Materials Map

	2.12g
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 1; Unit 1; Lesson 1; Work Time B
	The Power of Reading, Work Time B

	2.12i
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 1; Unit 1; Lesson 6
	Determine a Central Message: Tomás and the Library Lady


This curriculum consists of four modules and offers two pathways. There is an innovator, STEM-focused pathway and an explorer, Humanities-focused pathway. Foundational skills are part of the additional ALL block platform. The curriculum for each grade level has a scope and sequence, standards alignment, and curriculum map. Each lesson has a Unit At-a-Glance, recommended text, and text resources. Each lesson contains slide decks, daily learning targets, standards alignment, agenda, teaching notes, and assessment guidance. The curriculum also provides opportunities to extend learning and support for all students.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1a
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 1; Unit 1; Lesson 8
	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment Tomás (teacher copy) and Assessment Feedback (student copy)

	3.2
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 1; Unit 1; Lesson 8; Work Time A: Mid-Unit Assessment
Online Platform TE Module 1; Resources; CA Adoption Guidance; Assessment Accommodations
	TE Module 1, CA Adoption Guidance, Scroll to “Assessment Accommodations”

	3.3
	3
	Online Platform TE; Module 1; Teacher Planning; ALL Block Unit 1; Module References; Foundation Assessments
	Teacher guidance provided in Class Fluency Checklists and Class Quick Check Tracker

	3.6
	3
	Online Platform TE; Module 1; Unit 1; Module References; Unit 1 At-A-Glance
Print TE pages 117–123
	TE pp. 117–123


The program addresses Category 3 across the curriculum, including assessment systems and guidance for making decisions about instructional practices and how to modify instruction. Skills Block Microphase Assessments, family letters for informing on current skills, materials, and suggestions to assist the teacher in keeping parents and students informed about student progress. The program provides multiple methods of assessing students, including performance tasks.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.3d
	3
	Online Platform TE; Module 2e; Unit 2; Week 2; Day 5; Next Steps; Progress Monitoring; Work Time B: Closing A
Print TE pp. 87–91
	Formative Assessments plus Trackers

	4.5a
	3
	Online Platform TE; Module 3i; Unit 1; Lesson 10: Work Time B: Build Background Language
Print TE pp. 283–285
	Language Maker Routines

	4.5b
	3
	Online Platform TE; Module 1; Unit 3; Lesson 10: Next Steps
Print TE p. 160
	Reteaching

	4.7
	3
	Online Platform TE; Module 1; Unit 1; Lesson 2: Opportunities to Extend Learning
Print TE p. 156
	Opportunities to Extend Learning


The program addresses Category 4, including suggestions for reteaching and extending in the Lighter/Heavier Support sections and extending learning through the Opportunities to Extend in lessons. Specific lessons include writing checklists to support students with applying their learning to their writing. The curriculum includes materials with language development routines for students who need support in oral and written structures of Standard Academic English.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.8
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 3e; Unit 3; Lesson 2: Materials and Preparation 
Print TE pp. 57–59
	Preparation for lessons

	5.10
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 2e; Module References; Text Resources
	Text overview, pacing and rationale for text guidance

	5.11
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 3e; Unit 1; Lesson 6; Chapter 4 Assessment Scoring Sheet
Print TE pp. 273–276
	Answer Sheet 

	5.17
	3
	Online Platform TE Module 2e; Unit 3; Lesson 10; Materials and Preparation; Peer Critique Protocol Anchor Chart
	Peer Critique Protocol Anchor Chart


The program provides resources to teachers to assist with instructional planning and help support implementation. The program includes lists of required materials, including materials that are to be used from previous lessons and new lesson materials for teachers and students. The teacher materials provide detailed background information about each reading selection. There are materials that help teachers plan collaborative academic discussions. A list of required texts is included and referenced that are not included in the curriculum materials.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
Edits and Corrections:
The panel recommends the following edits and corrections:
	#
	Grade level
	Component
	Page Number or Online Hierarchy
	Current text
	Proposed corrected text
	Reason for edit

	1
	3–5
	Online Platform: ALL Block, Module 3 — Explorer, Unit 1, Week 2: Day 5
	Online Platform: ALL Block; Module 3 — Explorer, Unit 1, Week 2: Day 5
	Daily Learning Targets: I can read, spell, and explain the meaning of words with the suffixeds -er and -or.
	Daily Learning Targets: I can read, spell, and explain the meaning of words with the suffixes -er and -or.
	The word “suffixes” was misspelled.

	2
	3–5
	Online Platform: ALL Block
	Online Platform: ALL Block Description; The Structure of ALL Block Foundations
	“Each small group is called in succession for a differentiated mini lesson during ALL Bock Flex Days."
	“Each small group is called in succession for a differentiated mini lesson during ALL Block Flex Days.”
	The word “block” was misspelled.

	3
	3
	Online Platform and Print TE
	Module 4; Unit 1; Lesson 8; Day 2; Work Time B
	Lesson references standard RF.3.3b, "...decode words with common Latin suffixes."
	NA
	This lesson does not align with this referenced standard, RF.3.3b, as it has no Latin suffixes; all suffixes appear to be Anglo-Saxon.


California Department of Education, August 2026
