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Program Summary:
The Ascend Mastery, TK program includes the following: Digital Review Materials.
Recommendation:
The Ascend Mastery, TK program is recommended for adoption in transitional kindergarten (TK) because the instructional materials support teaching to the specified Foundational Language Development and English Language Development Subdomains of the California Preschool/Transitional Kindergarten Learning Foundations (PTKLF) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
The program supports teaching to the PTKLF Foundations for TK in alignment with the evaluation criteria of the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework and the content of the PTKLF. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations for Criteria Category 1. 
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Foundations

	1.1
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 2; Lesson 21: Phonics
	TK.FLS.2.5

	1.1
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 3; Lesson 37: Comprehension
	TK.R.3.2

	1.1
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 4; Lesson 50: Assess and Explore; Explore; Explore Centers; Language Center
	TK.LS.1.6

	1.2
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 2; Lesson 27: Comprehension; Telling What Happens Next; Telling What Happens Next & Instructional Support Notes
	ELD.FLS.1.1 Discovering

	1.2
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 3; Lesson 37: Comprehension; Watching What Characters Do: Instructional Support Notes
	ELD.FLS.1.1 Developing

	1.2
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 4; Lesson 50: Assess and Explore; Explore Centers; Oral Language Activities p. 31
	ELD.FLS.1.1 Broadening

	1.2
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 1; Lesson 7: Comprehension
	ELD.R.3.3 Discovering

	1.2
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 3; Lesson 36: Comprehension
	ELD.R.3.3 Developing

	1.2
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 9; Lesson 131: Comprehension
	ELD.R.3.3 Broadening

	1.10
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Program Guides; Program Architecture Overview; pp. 3–11
	Program Architecture

	1.21b
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 2; Lesson 16: Comprehension
	Comprehension Lesson

	1.24g
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Program Guides; Caregiver Guide
	Welcome letters, Unit Family letters, trade book lists, Family portal resources


The exemplars demonstrate that the program is grounded in the California PTKLF and provides systematic, research-based guidance for embedded differentiation and assessment. Tools for supporting diverse learners, including newcomers and multilingual students, help teachers deliver equitable, standards-aligned instruction. There is strong emphasis on building home-school partnerships, enabling districts to orient families to the school systems practices and expectations.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.12b
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 1; Lesson 8: Comprehension
	Naming One Thing You See; Spyglass

	2.13
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Program Guides; California-Aligned Solutions
	Appendix

	2.15
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 2; Lesson 28: Notes
	Embedded Teacher Tips and Support Boxes


The exemplars show that the program balances explicit instruction with playful, child-directed learning with clear citations demonstrating alignment to the California PTKLF subdomains. Well-organized teacher supports and aligned instructional resources help educators plan purposeful, standards-based experiences. Support materials play an integral role in promoting positive learning outcomes for all students.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1b
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Program Guides; Corrective Feedback and Next Steps Guide
	Corrective Feedback and Next Steps Guide

	3.2
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 3; Resources; Lessons 41–45 Assessment and Homework; Unit CheckPoint
	Unit Checkpoint

	3.4
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Unit 5; Lessons; Lesson 65: Assess and Explore; Assess
	Download Weekly Checkpoint

	3.6
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Data Tab; Assessment Data
	Benchmark; Unit Checkpoint; Weekly Checkpoint


The exemplars demonstrate that the program includes a comprehensive assessment system with frequent progress monitoring, summative measures, and practical tools for collecting, analyzing and sharing student data to monitor growth over time. Clear guidance for interpreting results to drive instruction enables teachers to make informed decisions so that all students are consistently progressing towards meeting the subdomains and learning foundations.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.1
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Instruction; Unit 3; Lesson 40: Assess and Explore; Explore Centers; Language Center; Teacher Supports; ELD Scaffolds pp. 25–26
	Emerging, Expanding, Bridging, Universal

	4.3c
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Instruction: Unit 4; Lesson 50: Assess and Explore; Explore Centers; Support/Extend pp.32–36
	Support/Extend

	4.5
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Program Guides; Special Populations Guide pp. 2–20
	Adaptations organized by barrier


The exemplars highlight the program’s commitment to equitable, inclusive instruction through embedded supports for multilingual learners, and accommodations for students with targeted and/or special instructional needs. These features help teachers differentiate instruction, remove barriers to learning, and provide equitable access to grade-level content, specifically for students who use African American English (AAE), or who may need additional practice in order to demonstrate understanding.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 5.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.18
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Program Guides; Multilingual Learner Guide pp. 27–29
	Leveraging Students’ Home Language

	5.21
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Program Guides; Implementation Guide p. 55
	Combination Classroom Guidance

	5.22
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Program Guides; Multilingual Learner Guide pp. 30–31
	AAE Supports

	5.27
	TK
	Digital Review Materials; Program Guides; Corrective Feedback and Next Steps Guide
	Corrective Feedback and Next Steps Guide


The exemplars demonstrate that the program provides responsive strategies for diverse learners, including multilingual students, combination classroom populations, and students who use AAE. Guidance for leveraging home languages, addressing instructional challenges, and identifying targeted remedies helps teachers personalize instruction, identify mastery, strengthen student engagement, and better support the varied learning needs of all students.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
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