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	Publisher/Developer
	Program
	Program Type and Grade Level(s)

	Reading Horizons
	Ascend Focus (1–5)
	Program Type 4, Grades 1–5


Program Summary:
The Ascend Focus (1–5) program includes the following: Teacher Software (TS), Online Platform (OP)
Recommendation:
Ascend Focus is recommended for adoption for grades one through five (1–5) because the instructional materials include content as specified in the California Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects (CA CCSS ELA/Literacy) and meets the rest of the criteria in category 1 and shows strengths in categories 2–5.
What is an Exemplar?
Exemplar citations model excellence in the category and illustrate a comprehensive alignment with––or in some cases beyond––a given criterion statement. The list of exemplars may not be exhaustive of the entire program.
Criteria Category 1: ELA/ELD Content/Alignment with Standards
[bookmark: _Hlk183590677]The program supports teaching to the CA CCSS ELA/Literacy for the intended grade level(s) in alignment with the English Language Arts/English Language Development Framework. The program meets all the evaluation criteria in category 1. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 1.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Standards

	1.1
	1
	TS; Instruction; Phonics (PH); Skill Set 13; Instructional Pathway (IPH) Lesson 89
	RF.1.2a

	1.1
	2
	TS; Instruction; Language Comprehension (LC); Set 3; Lesson 15; Paragraph Shrinking
	RL.2.7

	1.1
	3
	TS; Instruction; LC Set 3; Lesson 20; Writing Comprehension
	W.3.2a–d

	1.1
	4
	OP; My Journey Teacher Resource; Grammar Domain; pp. 402, 404, 409
	L.4.1b

	1.1
	5
	TS; Instruction; LC set 10; Lesson 64
	RI.5.4

	1.6
	1–2
	TS; Instruction; PH Skill Set 9; IPH Lesson 47
	Lesson plan

	1.9f
	3–5
	TS; Instruction; LC Set 8
	Comprehension, Text Structure

	1.11
	1–2
	TS; Instruction; PH Skill Set 9; IPH Lesson 59
	Phonics lesson on l-blends

	1.25
	1–5
	TS; Support; Implementation Guide for Ascend; pp. 7–20, p. 28
	Information on how to support intensive and accelerated instruction for students that are behind grade level.


The program demonstrates a clear strength in intensive intervention for ELA and through its alignment to the standards. The instruction reflects current and confirmed research in ELA and and supports intensive intervention with students who need intervention. The program addresses systematic instruction with depth, clarity, and consistency.
Criteria Category 2: Program Organization
The organization and features of the instructional materials support instruction and learning of the standards. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 2.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	2.1
	1–5
	OP; Ascend Focus Scope and Sequence; pp. 1–14
	Intervention Phonics Track & Language Comprehension Track

	2.10
	1–5
	TS; Instruction; PH Set 17; IPH Lessons 113–119
	Phonics lessons are presented in logical progression

	2.11
	1–5
	TS; Instruction; LC Set 1; Lesson 4
	Background Knowledge and Vocabulary

	2.12g
	1–5
	TS; Instruction; PH Set 19; IPH Lessons 131; Oral Language Opportunities
	Collaborative conversations/discussions through oral language opportunities


Program Organization is demonstrated through the implementation of assessments and lessons as part of the Program Guide. Instructional materials include directions and examples for guidance on implementation of curriculum guides, thematic/instructional units and flexible methods for pacing of instruction. Data templates for tracking intervention, entry and exit criteria for skill mastery and progress monitoring materials are referenced and provided.
Criteria Category 3: Assessment
The instructional materials contain strategies and tools for continually assessing student understanding and opportunities for new learning. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 3.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	3.1b
	1–5
	OP; Corrective Feedback and Next Steps Guide, p. 3
	Corrective and Explanatory Feedback Model; Feedback, Errors, and Next Steps (Charts)

	3.1c
	1–5
	OP; Caregiver Guide; Skill Set Letters; Success Report (bottom of letter)
	Previous unit mastery; Skills mastered; Teacher notes section

	3.6
	1–5
	OP; Implementation Guide; Instructional Pacing Guidance; Paragraph 3; p. 13
	Explanation of how progress monitoring is embedded, and how frequently

	3.9
	1–5
	OP; Program Architecture Overview; The Diagnostic/Exit Ascend Focus; pp. 10 and 32
	Describes entry and exit points for intervention, and measures for each


This program demonstrates a clear strength in providing feedback and next steps for each component of ELA via their Corrective Feedback and Next Steps Guide. The program provides tools for placement tests, progress monitoring, and module assessments.
Criteria Category 4: Access and Equity
[bookmark: _Hlk183526810]Program resources incorporate recognized principles, concepts, and research-based strategies to meet the needs of all students and provide equal access to learning through lessons that are relevant to the students. Instructional resources include suggestions for teachers on how to differentiate instruction to meet the needs of all students. Instructional resources provide guidance to support students who are English learners, at-promise, advanced learners, and students with learning disabilities. The panel identifies the following exemplar citations best meet Criteria Category 4.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	4.4
	1–5
	OP; Program Guides; Multilingual Learner Guide; p. 42
	Cross-linguistic connections with contrastive analysis charts

	4.3b
	1–5
	TS; Instruction; LC Set 1; Lesson 1
	Pre-teaching background knowledge and vocabulary

	4.3c
	1–5
	OP; Program Guides; Special Population Guide; pp. 6–19
	Supports for Students in Special Populations (adaptions by barriers, behavior strategies, communication strategies)

	4.3d
	1–5
	TS; Instruction; PH Skill Set 6; Lesson 36
	Embedded Teacher Notes (support for articulation, misconceptions, instructional support, multilingual support)


This program demonstrates strength in providing universal access and supporting all students. This program provides clear guidance for teachers through the extensive Program Guides, including the Multilingual Learner Guide, Special Populations Guide, Assessment Guide, and Caregiver Guide. Each lesson also includes embedded teacher tips and notes specific to each lesson’s skill and content.
Criteria Category 5: Instructional Planning and Support
[bookmark: _Hlk183527834]The instructional materials contain a clear road map to assist teachers when planning instruction for the specific needs and context of their students. The instructional resources support Universal Design for Learning and culturally and linguistically responsive instruction to improve and optimize teaching and make learning more equitable.
	Criterion
	Grade
	Citations
	Notes

	5.2
	4
	TS; Instruction; LC set 3; Lesson 21
	Teacher lesson, vocabulary frontload, challenge task, repeated read (as needed)

	5.6
	5
	TS; Instruction; LC set 3; Lesson 5.7
	All portions of this lesson are clear, cohesive, and a teacher can easily follow the progression of the lesson.

	5.8
	3
	TS; Instruction; LC set 6; Resources
	There are a list of books and the practice packet that teachers will use for teaching the lesson.

	5.16
	1
	TS; Instruction; PH set 13; Lesson 89
	Components of the program are user friendly and platform neutral.


This program demonstrates strength in instructional support. This program provides clear guidelines for ways to adjust the lesson, includes an implementation guide, provides clearly structured lesson outlines, and a resource list per each set. The online platform is user-friendly and easy to use. Implementation and program guides are included to further clarify program structure. We recommend planning an intentional integration with lessons found in the supplemental teacher guides.
Visit the Learning Resources Display Centers web page to find a location near you to review the materials.
California Department of Education, August 2026
